Message Notes Scripture Passages

Ta bletS Of Hea rts (taken from the New International Version)

2 Corinthians 3:1-6
'Are we beginning to commend ourselves again?
Or do we need, like some people, letters of
recommendation to you or from you? 2You
yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts,
known and read by everybody. *You show that
you are a letter from Christ, the result of our minis-
try, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living
God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human
hearts. “Such confidence as this is ours through
Christ before God. °Not that we are competent

Introduction - “The joys of getting a job..”"

A new Mini-Series!
The Glory of the Cross: Why is Jesus needed to
complete the Old Testament?

Today’s Message:
Tablets of Stone vrs. Tablets of Hearts
2 Corinthians 3:1-6

You want a letter of recommendation? in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves,
2 Corinthians 3:1 but our competence comes from God. “He
has made us competent as ministers of a new
| got your letter right here! covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for
2 Corinthians 3:2-3 the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.
Seven Characteristics of this letter Jeremiah 31:31-34
1. The Corinthians were the letter 31"The time is coming,” declares the Loro, “when [ will
2.The medium was the hearts of make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with
Paul’s team the house of Judah. *It will not be like the covenant
3.Known and read by everyone I made with their forefathers when | took them by
4. Written by Jesus the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they
5. Paul’s team instrumental broke my covenant, though | was a husband to
6. Not with ink — but with Spirit them,” declares the Lorp. 33“This is the covenant
7. Not on tablets of stone — but on | will make with the house of Israel after that

time," declares the Loro. “l will put my law in
their minds and write it on their hearts. | will be
their God, and they will be my people. **No longer
will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother,
saying, ‘Know the Lorp, because they will all know
me, from the least of them to the greatest,” de-
clares the Lorp. “For | will forgive their wicked-
ness and will remember their sins no more!”

tablets of hearts

Q:That's a pretty bold letter you got
there Paul, eh?

A:Yup.
2 Corinthians 3:4

How can Paul make such a bold claim? Ezekiel 36:22-27
1. Because our competence comes 2'Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘This is
from God. Period. what the Sovereign Lorp says: It is not for your
2 Corinthians 3:5 sake, O house of Israel, that | am going to do these
things, but for the sake of my holy name, which you
2. We are ministering in the have profaned among the nations where you have
New Covenenant gone. | will show the holiness of my great name,
2 Corinthians 3:6 which has been profaned among the nations, the
name you have profaned among them. Then the
Jeremiah 31:31-34 nations will know that | am the Loro, declares

the Sovereign Lorp, when | show myself holy
through you before their eyes. **“‘For | will take
Ezekiel 36:22-27 you out of the nations; | will gather you from all
the countries and bring you back into your own
land. I will sprinkle clean water on you, and
Gospel Applications: you will be clean; | will cleanse you from all your
Religion vrs. Relationship impurities and from all your idols. I will give
you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; | will
remove from you your heart of stone and give you a
heart of flesh. 2And | will put my Spirit in you and
move you to follow my decrees and be careful to
keep my laws.”

Why are you competent?










2 Corinthians 2:12-17
12Now when I went to Troas to preach the gospel of
Christ and found that the Lord had opened a door for
me, I still had no peace of mind, because I did not find
my brother Titus there. So I said good-by to them and
went on to Macedonia.



2 Corinthians 2:12-17
14But thanks be to God, who always leads us in

triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads

everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him.

1>For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those

who are being saved and those who are perishing. 1°To

the one we are the smell of death; to the other, the

fragrance of life.






2 Corinthians 2:12-17
And who is equal to such a task? “Unlike so many, we
do not peddle the word of God for profit. On the
contrary, in Christ we speak before God with sincerity,
like men sent from God.



2 Corinthians 3:1-6
1Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do
we need, like some people, letters of recommendation to
you or from you? ?You yourselves are our letter, written
on our hearts, known and read by everybody. *You
show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our
ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the
living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of
human hearts.



2 Corinthians 3:1-6
*Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before
God. °Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim
anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from
God. °He has made us competent as ministers of a new
covenant —not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter
kills, but the Spirit gives life.






You want a letter of recommendation?

2 Corinthians 3:1
1Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do
we need, like some people, letters of recommendation to
you or from you? “You yourselves are our letter, written
on our hearts, known and read by everybody. 3You
show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our
ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the
living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of
human hearts.






You want a letter of recommendation?
I got your letter right here!!

2 Corinthians 3:2-3
1Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do
we need, like some people, letters of recommendation to
you or from you? 2You yourselves are our letter, written
on our hearts, known and read by everybody. *You
show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our
ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the
living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of
human hearts.



Seven Characteristics of this “letter”



Seven Characteristics of this “letter”
1. The Corinthians were the letter

2 Corinthians 3:2-3
1Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do
we need, like some people, letters of recommendation to
you or from you? 2You yourselves are our letter, written
on our hearts, known and read by everybody. 3You
show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our
ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the
living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of
human hearts.



Seven Characteristics of this “letter”
2. The medium was the hearts of Paul’s team

2 Corinthians 3:2-3
1Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do
we need, like some people, letters of recommendation to
you or from you? ?You yourselves are our letter, written
on our hearts, known and read by everybody. You
show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our
ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the
living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of
human hearts.



Seven Characteristics of this “letter”
3. It is known and read by everyone

2 Corinthians 3:2-3
1Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do
we need, like some people, letters of recommendation to
you or from you? ?You yourselves are our letter, written
on our hearts, known and read by everybody. “You
show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our
ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the
living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of
human hearts.



Seven Characteristics of this “letter”
4. It is written by Jesus

2 Corinthians 3:2-3
1Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do
we need, like some people, letters of recommendation to
you or from you? ?You yourselves are our letter, written
on our hearts, known and read by everybody. *You
show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our
ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the
living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of
human hearts.



Seven Characteristics of this “letter”
5. Paul’s team was instrumental in this

2 Corinthians 3:2-3
1Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do
we need, like some people, letters of recommendation to
you or from you? ?You yourselves are our letter, written
on our hearts, known and read by everybody. 3You
show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our
ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the
living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of
human hearts.



Seven Characteristics of this “letter”
6. Not with Ink — But with the Spirit of Living God

2 Corinthians 3:2-3
1Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do
we need, like some people, letters of recommendation to
you or from you? ?You yourselves are our letter, written
on our hearts, known and read by everybody. 3You
show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our
ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the
living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of
human hearts.



Seven Characteristics of this “letter”
/. Not on tablets of stone — but on tables of hearts

2 Corinthians 3:2-3
1Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do
we need, like some people, letters of recommendation to
you or from you? ?You yourselves are our letter, written
on our hearts, known and read by everybody. 3You
show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our
ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the
living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of
human hearts.









Q: That’s a pretty bold letter there, Paul, eh?!



Q: That’s a pretty bold letter there, Paul, eh?!



Q: That’s a pretty bold letter there, Paul, eh?!

To Whom it may concern:

Paul is the real deal.
Take a look at the Corinthian’s.

Signed,

Jesus



Q: That’s a pretty bold letter there, Paul, eh?!
Paul’s answer: Yes. Yes it is.



Q: That’s a pretty bold letter there, Paul, eh?!
Paul’s answer: Yes. Yes it is.

2 Corinthians 3:4
*Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before
God. °Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim
anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from
God. °He has made us competent as ministers of a new
covenant —not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter
kills, but the Spirit gives life.



How can Paul make such bold statement?



How can Paul make such bold statement?
1. Our competence comes from God. Period.



How can Paul make such bold statement?
1. Our competence comes from God. Period.

2 Corinthians 3:5
*Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before
God. °Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim
anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from
God. °He has made us competent as ministers of a new
covenant —not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter
kills, but the Spirit gives life.



“God can achieve his purpose either through the absence
of human power and resources, or the abandonment of
reliance on them. All through history God has chosen
and used nobodies, because their unusual dependence
on him made possible the unique display of his power
and grace. He chose and used somebodies only when
they renounced dependence on their natural abilities
and resources.”

~ Oswald Chambers, “Man’s Weakness —God’s Strength,”
Missionary Crusader (December 1964), p. 7.






How can Paul make such bold statement?
2. We are ministering the New Covenant.

2 Corinthians 3:6
*Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before
God. °Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim
anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from
God. ®He has made us competent as ministers of a new
covenant —not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter
kills, but the Spirit gives life.



Jeremiah 31:31-34
S1“The time is coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with
the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant I
made with their forefathers when I took them by the
hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my
covenant, though I was a husband to them,”
declares the LORD.



Jeremiah 31:31-34
33“This is the covenant I will make with the house of
[srael after that time,” declares the LORD. “I will put my
law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be
their God, and they will be my people. 3No longer will
a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying,
‘Know the LORD,” because they will all know me, from
the least of them to the greatest,” declares the LORD.
“For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember
their sins no more.”



Ezekiel 36:22-27
22" Therefore say to the house of Israel, “This is what the
Sovereign LORD says: It is not for your sake, O house of
Israel, that I am going to do these things, but for the sake
of my holy name, which you have profaned among the
nations where you have gone. %I will show the holiness
of my great name, which has been profaned among the
nations, the name you have profaned among them. Then
the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the
Sovereign LORD, when I show myself holy through you
before their eyes.



Ezekiel 36:22-27

24" “For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather
you from all the countries and bring you back into your
own land. %I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you
will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities

and from all your idols. %I will give you a new heart
and put a new spirit in you; [ will remove from you your
heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 2 And I will
put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees

and be careful to keep my laws.”



Dr. Christiaan Barnard



Dr. Christiaan Barnard

Philip Blaiberg, D.D.S



Dr. Christiaan Barnard

Philip Blaiberg, D.D.S

“Would you like to see your old heart?” At 8
p.m. on a subsequent evening, the men stood
in a room of the Groote Schuur Hospital in
Johannesburg, South Africa. Dr. Barnard
went up to a cupboard, took down a glass
container and handed it to Dr. Blaiberg.
Inside that container was Blaiberg’s old heart.
For a moment he stood there stunned into
silence — the first man in history ever to hold
his own heart in his hands. Finally he spoke
and for ten minutes plied Dr. Barnard with
technical questions. Then he turned to take a
final look at the contents of the glass
container, and said, “So this is my old heart
that caused me so much trouble.” He handed
it back, turned away and left it forever.

~ As told by John Blanchard, The Truth for Life p. 231.



Gospel Application



Gospel Application

Religion vrs. Relationship



Gospel Application

Religion vrs. Relationship



Gospel Application

Religion vrs. Relationship



Gospel Application

Why are you competent in
ministry to others?
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