
Introduction – “Living Water 
  Opportunity”

Today’s Message: “You Stink!”
2 Corinthians 2:12-17

1.  The pain of not finding Titus
     2 Corinthians 2:12-13

     Acts 20:5-12

2.  A very strange parade
     2 Corinthians 2:14-16a
     a.  Who is in this parade?

         Acts 9:1-3

         Romans 5:8-10

b.  What impact do they have?

3.  Who is up to such a task?

Application – “The parade of your life…”

2 Corinthians 2:12-17
12Now when I went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ 

and found that the Lord had opened a door for me, 13I 
still had no peace of mind, because I did not find my 
brother Titus there. So I said good-by to them and went 
on to Macedonia.  14But thanks be to God, who always 

leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through 
us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of 

him.  15For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those 
who are being saved and those who are perishing. 16To the 

one we are the smell of death; to the other, the fragrance 
of life. And who is equal to such a task?  17Unlike so 

many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit. 
On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with 
sincerity, like men sent from God.

2 Corinthians 7:5-7
5For when we came into Macedonia, this body of ours 

had no rest, but we were harassed at every turn—con-
flicts on the outside, fears within. 6 But God, who comforts 

the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, 7 and 
not only by his coming but also by the comfort you had 

given him. He told us about your longing for me, your deep 
sorrow, your ardent concern for me, so that my joy was 

greater than ever.

Acts 20:5-12
6But we sailed from Philippi after the Feast of Un-
leavened Bread, and five days later joined the others 
at Troas, where we stayed seven days.  7On the first 

day of the week we came together to break bread.  Paul 
spoke to the people and, because he intended to leave 

the next day, kept on talking until midnight.  8There were 
many lamps in the upstairs room where we were meeting.  

9Seated in a window was a young man named Eutychus, 
who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talked on 

and on.  When he was sound asleep, he fell to the 
ground from the third story and was picked up dead.  
10Paul went down, threw himself on the young man 
and put his arms around him. “Don’t be alarmed,” 

he said. “He’s alive!”  11Then he went upstairs again 
and broke bread and ate. After talking until daylight, he 

left.  12The people took the young man home alive and were 
greatly comforted.

Acts 9:1-3
Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murder-

ous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went 
to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there 
who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, 
he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.  3As he 

neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from 
heaven flashed around him

Romans 5:8-10
8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  9Since we have 

now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we 
be saved from God’s wrath through him!  10For if, when we 
were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through 

the death of his Son, how much more, having been recon-
ciled, shall we be saved through his life!

2 Corinthians 2:12-17
12Now when I went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ 
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1.  The Pain of not finding Titus

2 Corinthians 2:12-13
12Now when I went to Troas to preach the gospel of 

Christ and found that the Lord had opened a door for 
me, 13I still had no peace of mind, because I did not find 
my brother Titus there.  So I said good-by to them and 

went on to Macedonia.



2 Corinthians 7:5-7
5For when we came into Macedonia, this body of ours 

had no rest, but we were harassed at every turn—
conflicts on the outside, fears within. 6 But God, who 

comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of 
Titus, 7 and not only by his coming but also by the 
comfort you had given him. He told us about your 

longing for me, your deep sorrow, your ardent concern 
for me, so that my joy was greater than ever.





Acts 20:5-12
6But we sailed from Philippi after the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread, and five days later joined the others 
at Troas, where we stayed seven days.  7On the first day 

of the week we came together to break bread.  Paul 
spoke to the people and, because he intended to leave 
the next day, kept on talking until midnight.  8There 

were many lamps in the upstairs room
where we were meeting.



Acts 20:5-12
9Seated in a window was a young man named Eutychus, 
who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talked on and 

on.  When he was sound asleep, he fell to the ground 
from the third story and was picked up dead.  10Paul 
went down, threw himself on the young man and put 

his arms around him. “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “He’s 
alive!”  11Then he went upstairs again and broke bread 

and ate. After talking until daylight, he left.  12The 
people took the young man home alive and were greatly 

comforted. 



“This sad account reveals how interconnected Christians are. We 
cannot hurt one another without also hurting the work of God in 
the world.  Paul does not discuss whether it was the right thing to 
do to abandon a place where God had made an opportunity.  His 
uneasiness over the Corinthians, however, made it impossible for 

him to continue his work there.  The implication is that Paul’s 
change in plans was caused by the Corinthians and that they also 
were behind his failure to pursue fully a golden opportunity for 

evangelism.  Again we can see Satan’s designs at work!  The 
conflict with Corinth agitated Paul so much that it sabotaged a 

mission opportunity.  His grief undermined his effectiveness and 
led him to exit doors that God may have wanted him to enter…. 

Church strife never speeds the gospel’s advance.”

~ David Garland, 2 Corinthians , (page 134).



2. A very strange parade…

2 Corinthians 2:14-16a
14But thanks be to God, who always leads us in 

triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads 
everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him.  

15For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those 
who are being saved and those who are perishing. 16To 

the one we are the smell of death; to the other, the 
fragrance of life.



2. A very strange parade…
a. Who is in the parade?

2 Corinthians 2:14-16a
14But thanks be to God, who always leads us in 
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everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him.  

15For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those 
who are being saved and those who are perishing. 16To 

the one we are the smell of death; to the other, the 
fragrance of life.







some representative captives from the conquered territory, including 
such dignitaries as the king, driven in chains in front of the ornate 
chariot of the general, the triumphator (“the one honored by the 
triumph”), who wore the garb of Jupiter and carried a scepter in his left 
hand. A slave held a crown over his head. The victorious soldiers 
followed, shouting “Io triumphe!” (“Hail, triumphant one!”). As the 
procession ascended the Capitoline Hill, some of the leading captives 
(usually royal figures or the tallest and strongest of the conquered 
warriors) were taken aside into the adjoining prison and executed. 
Sacrifices were offered upon arrival at the temple of Jupiter. Livy 
informs us of the two purposes of a triumph: to thank the gods who had 
guaranteed the victory and to glorify the valor of the triumphator.

~ Murray Harris, (2005). The Second Epistle to the Corinthians (pages 243–244).

At the head of the procession came the 
magistrates and the senate, followed by 
trumpeters and some spoils of wars such as 
vessels of gold or beaks of ships. Then came 
the flute players, ahead of white oxen destined 
to be sacrificed in the temples, along with



2. A very strange parade…
a. Who is in the parade?

2 Corinthians 2:14-16a
14But thanks be to God, who always leads us in 

triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads 
everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him.  

15For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those 
who are being saved and those who are perishing. 16To 

the one we are the smell of death; to the other, the 
fragrance of life.



New English Bible captures this meaning:

2 Corinthians 2:14
“But thanks be to God, who continually leads us about, 

captives in Christ’s triumphal procession.” 



Acts 9:1-3
Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous 

threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high 
priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues in 

Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to 
the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as 
prisoners to Jerusalem.  3As he neared Damascus on his 

journey, suddenly a light from heaven
flashed around him…



Romans 5:8-10
8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  9Since we have 
now been justified by his blood, how much more shall 
we be saved from God’s wrath through him!  10For if, 
when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to 
him through the death of his Son, how much more, 

having been reconciled, shall we be
saved through his life!



2. A very strange parade…
b.  What impact do they have?

2 Corinthians 2:12-17
14But thanks be to God, who always leads us in 

triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads 
everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him.  

15For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those 
who are being saved and those who are perishing. 16To 

the one we are the smell of death; to the other, the 
fragrance of life.





“No Reserves”



3.  Who is up to such a task?

2 Corinthians 2:12-17
And who is equal to such a task?  17Unlike so many, we 

do not peddle the word of God for profit. On the 
contrary, in Christ we speak before God with sincerity, 

like men sent from God.



Gospel Application
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Gospel Application

In the parade with Jesus you are on:

Are you captive?

Are you using your fragrance?
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