
Introduction – “a little business…”

Dirty Jobs:  Somebody’s got to do them!
A two week look at 1 Corinthians 1:12-2:4

1.  What’s going on here?
Paul responding to “super-apostles” charges
1 Corinthians 11:1-6

Fact #1 – “I have been truthful to you in all 
       things”
1 Corinthians 1:12-14

Fact #2 – “I did plan to visit you, no 
      doubt”
1 Corinthians 1:15-17

Fact #3 – “God never lies!  The gospel is 
      true”
1 Corinthians 1:18-22

Fact #4 – “I didn’t come for YOUR
       benefit!”
1 Corinthians 1:23-24

2.  How did they get into this mess?
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13, 16-22 as an example 
of a healthy church

3.  How do we respond to messy situations in 
the church?
1 Thessalonians 5:14-15 as an example of 
engaging in the mess

Gospel Application – “You got a mess to get
                involved in?”

2 Corinthians 11:1-6
1I hope you will put up with a little of my foolishness; but 

you are already doing that.  2I am jealous for you with 
a godly jealousy.  I promised you to one husband, to 
Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to 
him.  3But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by 

the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be led 
astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ.  4For 

if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the 
Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from 

the one you received, or a different gospel from the one 
you accepted, you put up with it easily enough.  5But 

I do not think I am in the least inferior to those “su-
per-apostles.”  6I may not be a trained speaker, but I 
do have knowledge.  We have made this perfectly 
clear to you in every way.

2 Corinthians 1:12-24
12Now this is our boast: Our conscience testifies that we 

have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially 
in our relations with you, in the holiness and sincerity that 
are from God. We have done so not according to worldly 
wisdom but according to God’s grace.  13For we do not write 

you anything you cannot read or understand.  And I hope 
that, 14as you have understood us in part, you will come 

to understand fully that you can boast of us just as 
we will boast of you in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
15Because I was confident of this, I planned to visit you 
first so that you might benefit twice. 16I planned to visit 
you on my way to Macedonia and to come back to you 

from Macedonia, and then to have you send me on my 
way to Judea.  17When I planned this, did I do it lightly?  

Or do I make my plans in a worldly manner so that in the 
same breath I say, “Yes, yes” and “No, no”?  18But as surely 

as God is faithful, our message to you is not “Yes” and 
“No.”  19For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was 

preached among you by me and Silas and Timothy, 
was not “Yes” and “No,” but in him it has always 
been “Yes.”  20For no matter how many promises God 
has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so through 

him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God.  
21Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm 

in Christ. He anointed us, 22set his seal of ownership on us, 
and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing 

what is to come.  23I call God as my witness that it was in 
order to spare you that I did not return to Corinth.  24Not 

that we lord it over your faith, but we work with you 
for your joy, because it is by faith you stand firm.

 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22
12Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who 
work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord 

and who admonish you.  13Hold them in the highest 
regard in love because of their work.  Live in peace 

with each other.  14And we urge you, brothers, warn 
those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, 

be patient with everyone.  15Make sure that nobody pays 
back wrong for wrong, but always try to be kind to each 

other and to everyone else.  16Be joyful always; 17pray con-
tinually; 18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus.  19Do not put out the Spirit’s 

fire; 20do not treat prophecies with contempt.  21Test every-
thing.  Hold on to the good. 22Avoid every kind of evil.

2 Corinthians 11:1-6
1I hope you will put up with a little of my foolishness; but 

you are already doing that.  2I am jealous for you with 
a godly jealousy.  I promised you to one husband, to 
Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to 
him.  3But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by 

the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be led 
astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ.  4For 

if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the 
Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from 

the one you received, or a different gospel from the one 
you accepted, you put up with it easily enough.  5But 

I do not think I am in the least inferior to those “su-
per-apostles.”  6I may not be a trained speaker, but I 
do have knowledge.  We have made this perfectly 
clear to you in every way.

2 Corinthians 1:12-24
12Now this is our boast: Our conscience testifies that we 

have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially 
in our relations with you, in the holiness and sincerity that 

are from God. We have done so not according to worldly 
wisdom but according to God’s grace.  13For we do not write 

you anything you cannot read or understand.  And I hope 
that, 14as you have understood us in part, you will come 

to understand fully that you can boast of us just as 
we will boast of you in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
15Because I was confident of this, I planned to visit you 
first so that you might benefit twice. 16I planned to visit 
you on my way to Macedonia and to come back to you 

from Macedonia, and then to have you send me on my 
way to Judea.  17When I planned this, did I do it lightly?  

Or do I make my plans in a worldly manner so that in the 
same breath I say, “Yes, yes” and “No, no”?  18But as surely 

as God is faithful, our message to you is not “Yes” and 
“No.”  19For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was 

preached among you by me and Silas and Timothy, 
was not “Yes” and “No,” but in him it has always 
been “Yes.”  20For no matter how many promises God 
has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so through 

him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God.  
21Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm 

in Christ. He anointed us, 22set his seal of ownership on us, 
and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing 

what is to come.  23I call God as my witness that it was in 
order to spare you that I did not return to Corinth.  24Not 

that we lord it over your faith, but we work with you 
for your joy, because it is by faith you stand firm.

 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22
12Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who 
work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord 

and who admonish you.  13Hold them in the highest re-
gard in love because of their work.  Live in peace with 

each other.  14And we urge you, brothers, warn those 
who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be pa-

tient with everyone.  15Make sure that nobody pays back 
wrong for wrong, but always try to be kind to each other 
and to everyone else.  16Be joyful always; 17pray continu-

ally; 18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will 
for you in Christ Jesus.  19Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; 

20do not treat prophecies with contempt.  21Test everything.  
Hold on to the good. 22Avoid every kind of evil.
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2 Corinthians 1:12-24
12Now this is our boast: Our conscience testifies that we 

have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially in 
our relations with you, in the holiness and sincerity that 

are from God. We have done so not according to worldly 
wisdom but according to God’s grace.  13For we do not 

write you anything you cannot read or understand.  And 
I hope that, 14as you have understood us in part, you will 
come to understand fully that you can boast of us just as 

we will boast of you in the day of the Lord Jesus.



2 Corinthians 1:12-24
15Because I was confident of this, I planned to visit you 
first so that you might benefit twice. 16I planned to visit 
you on my way to Macedonia and to come back to you 
from Macedonia, and then to have you send me on my 
way to Judea.  17When I planned this, did I do it lightly?  
Or do I make my plans in a worldly manner so that in 

the same breath I say, “Yes, yes” and “No, no”?



2 Corinthians 1:12-24
18But as surely as God is faithful, our message to you is 
not “Yes” and “No.”  19For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, 

who was preached among you by me and Silas and 
Timothy, was not “Yes” and “No,” but in him it has 

always been “Yes.”  20For no matter how many promises 
God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so through 

him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God.  
21Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm 
in Christ. He anointed us, 22set his seal of ownership on 

us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, 
guaranteeing what is to come.



2 Corinthians 1:12-24
23I call God as my witness that it was in order to spare 

you that I did not return to Corinth.  24Not that we lord it 
over your faith, but we work with you for your joy, 

because it is by faith you stand firm.



1.  What’s going on here?



1.  What’s going on here?

2.  How did they get into this mess?



1.  What’s going on here?

2.  How did they get into this mess?

3.  How do we respond to messy 
situations in the church?



2 Corinthians 11:1-6
1I hope you will put up with a little of my foolishness; but 
you are already doing that.  2I am jealous for you with a 

godly jealousy.  I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so 
that I might present you as a pure virgin to him.  3But I am 

afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, 
your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere 
and pure devotion to Christ.  4For if someone comes to you 
and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if 
you receive a different spirit from the one you received, or a 
different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with 
it easily enough.  5But I do not think I am in the least inferior 
to those “super-apostles.”  6I may not be a trained speaker, 

but I do have knowledge.  We have made this perfectly clear 
to you in every way.









“Facts are stubborn 
things; and whatever 
may be our wishes, 
our inclinations, or 
the dictates of our 

passion, they cannot 
alter the state of facts 

and evidence.”

~ John Adams
during his Argument in Defense of the British Soldiers in the

Boston Massacre Trials (4 December 1770)



2 Corinthians 1:12-14
12Now this is our boast: Our conscience testifies that we 

have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially in 
our relations with you, in the holiness and sincerity that 

are from God. We have done so not according to worldly 
wisdom but according to God’s grace.  13For we do not 

write you anything you cannot read or understand.  And 
I hope that, 14as you have understood us in part, you will 
come to understand fully that you can boast of us just as 

we will boast of you in the day of the Lord Jesus.

#1 I have been TRUTHFUL 
to you in all things 



2 Corinthians 1:15-17
15Because I was confident of this, I planned to visit you 
first so that you might benefit twice. 16I planned to visit 
you on my way to Macedonia and to come back to you 
from Macedonia, and then to have you send me on my 
way to Judea.  17When I planned this, did I do it lightly?  
Or do I make my plans in a worldly manner so that in 

the same breath I say, “Yes, yes” and “No, no”?

#2 I did plan to visit you,
NO DOUBT!



2 Corinthians 1:18-22
18But as surely as God is faithful, our message to you is 
not “Yes” and “No.”  19For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, 

who was preached among you by me and Silas and 
Timothy, was not “Yes” and “No,” but in him it has 

always been “Yes.”  20For no matter how many promises 
God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so through 

him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God.  
21Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm 
in Christ. He anointed us, 22set his seal of ownership on 

us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, 
guaranteeing what is to come.

#3 God NEVER lies!
Gospel is True!!



2 Corinthians 1:12-24
23I call God as my witness that it was in order to spare 

you that I did not return to Corinth.  24Not that we lord it 
over your faith, but we work with you for your joy, 

because it is by faith you stand firm.

#4 I didn’t come for
YOUR benefit!





1.  What’s going on here?

2.  How did they get into this mess?



1 Thessalonians 5:12-22
12Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work 
hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who 
admonish you.  13Hold them in the highest regard in love 

because of their work.  Live in peace with each other.  
14And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, 

encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with 
everyone.  15Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for 

wrong, but always try to be kind to each other and to 
everyone else.  16Be joyful always; 17pray continually; 

18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for 
you in Christ Jesus.  19Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; 20do 

not treat prophecies with contempt.  21Test everything.  
Hold on to the good. 22Avoid every kind of evil.



1 Thessalonians 5:12-22
12Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work 
hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who 
admonish you.  13Hold them in the highest regard in love 

because of their work.  Live in peace with each other.  
14And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, 

encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with 
everyone.  15Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for 

wrong, but always try to be kind to each other and to 
everyone else. 16Be joyful always; 17pray continually; 

18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for 
you in Christ Jesus.  19Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; 20do 

not treat prophecies with contempt.  21Test everything.  
Hold on to the good. 22Avoid every kind of evil.



Rules in the church?



Rules in the church?

YES



Rules in the church?

YES
But not SHOULD, but
GET TO follow them!









1.  What’s going on here?

2.  How did they get into this mess?

3.  How do we respond to messy 
situations in the church?



1 Thessalonians 5:12-22
12Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work 
hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who 
admonish you.  13Hold them in the highest regard in love 

because of their work.  Live in peace with each other.  
14And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, 

encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with 
everyone.  15Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for 

wrong, but always try to be kind to each other and to 
everyone else.  16Be joyful always; 17pray continually; 

18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for 
you in Christ Jesus.  19Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; 20do 

not treat prophecies with contempt.  21Test everything.  
Hold on to the good. 22Avoid every kind of evil.



Gospel Application



Gospel Application

Does your understanding of the freedom of 
gospel lead you to freedom to follow Christ?



Gospel Application

Does your understanding of the freedom of 
gospel lead you to freedom to follow Christ?

Is there someone you are being called to
“warn not to be idle”?
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