




What Worship IS:
Gospel People Living Gospel Lives



What Worship IS NOT:
Common Counterfeits of Gospel Living



Worship at Hope:
Music, Theology, Gospel and Culture



Working Definition of “Worship”:

“Acknowledgement of, delight in, and response to the 
reality of the triune God in the fullness of who He is, 

what He has done and what He will do.”



I. Gathered corporate worship: engaging mind and 
spirit

II. The elements of style: faithfulness vs. preferences in 
Corinth

III. In defense of nouns (and perhaps adverbs): all truth 
is God’s truth
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1 Corinthians 14:1-17
1 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy. 2
For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to people but to God. Indeed, no 

one understands them; they utter mysteries by the Spirit. 3 But the one who 
prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort. 4
Anyone who speaks in a tongue edifies themselves, but the one who prophesies 

edifies the church. 5 I would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would 
rather have you prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one who 
speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the church may be edified. 

6 Now, brothers and sisters, if I come to you and speak in tongues, what good will I 
be to you, unless I bring you some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or word of 
instruction? 7 Even in the case of lifeless things that make sounds, such as the pipe 

or harp, how will anyone know what tune is being played unless there is a 
distinction in the notes? 8 Again, if the trumpet does not sound a clear call, who will 

get ready for battle? 9 So it is with you. Unless you speak intelligible words with 
your tongue, how will anyone know what you are saying? You will just be 

speaking into the air. 10 Undoubtedly there are all sorts of languages in the world, 
yet none of them is without meaning. 11 If then I do not grasp the meaning of what 
someone is saying, I am a foreigner to the speaker, and the speaker is a foreigner to 

me. 12 So it is with you. Since you are eager for gifts of the Spirit, try to excel in 
those that build up the church. 



1 Corinthians 14:1-17

13 For this reason the one who speaks in a tongue should pray that 
they may interpret what they say. 14 For if I pray in a tongue, my 

spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful. 15 So what shall I do? I will 
pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with my understanding; I 

will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing with my 
understanding. 16 Otherwise when you are praising God in the 

Spirit, how can someone else, who is now put in the position of an 
inquirer, say “Amen” to your thanksgiving, since they do not 

know what you are saying? 17 You are giving thanks well enough, 
but no one else is edified.



True Gospel worship (in a gathered corporate setting):

I. …is others-focused

The one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues,
unless someone interprets, so that the church may be edified. 

1 Corinthians 14:1-17



True Gospel worship (in a gathered corporate setting):

I. …is others-focused
II. …has a clear and accessible message

11 If then I do not grasp the meaning of what someone is saying, I am a 
foreigner to the speaker, and the speaker is a foreigner to me. 12 So 
it is with you. Since you are eager for gifts of the Spirit, try to excel 

in those that build up the church. 

1 Corinthians 14:1-17



“For more than a hundred years, we’ve 
favored emotional, response-type songs over 
songs that magnify the nature, attributes and 
works of God. We tend to favor devotion over 

doctrine. That order needs to be reversed, 
without losing either. We need more songs 

that help us think deeply about God and help 
us respond with wholehearted emotion.  

The issue is far more than hymns versus 
contemporary choruses. Some hymns are 
sentimental and feeling-oriented; some 

contemporary songs are rich with theological 
content. The real issue is pastors and worship 

leaders taking responsibility for what their 
churches are singing, leading them wisely into 
truth-affections, and making sure good fruit is 

being produced.”

Bob Kauflin



True Gospel worship (in a gathered corporate setting):

I. …is others-focused
II. …has a clear and accessible message
III. …involves both the mind and the spirit

15 So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with 
my understanding; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing 

with my understanding.

1 Corinthians 14:1-17



Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough

Your grace is enough for me
Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough

Your grace is enough for me

~Chris Tomlin, 2004



Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood,

From Thy wounded side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure;

Save from wrath and make me pure.

~Augustus M. Toplady, 1776



True Gospel worship (in a gathered corporate setting):

I. …is others-focused
II. …has a clear and accessible message
III. …involves both the mind and the spirit
IV. …accurately reflects Jesus to the “uninitiated”

16 Otherwise when you are praising God in the Spirit, how can someone 
else, who is now put in the position of an inquirer, say “Amen” to 

your thanksgiving, since they do not know what you are saying? 17

You are giving thanks well enough, but no one else is edified.

1 Corinthians 14:1-17
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1 Corinthians 1:10-17
10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all 

of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions 

among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought. 11 My brothers 

and sisters, some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there are quarrels 

among you. 12 What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I 

follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.”

13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized in the name of 

Paul? 14 I thank God that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 

so no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (Yes, I also baptized the 

household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.) 

17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with 

wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 



1 Corinthians 3:1-9; 21-23
1 Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the Spirit 
but as people who are still worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk, 

not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 
3 You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, 
are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere humans? 4 For when one 

says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not mere human 
beings? 

5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom 
you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 I planted the 

seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. 7 So neither the one 
who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes 

things grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, 
and they will each be rewarded according to their own labor. 9 For we are co-

workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building…

…21 So then, no more boasting about human leaders! All things are yours, 22

whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present 
or the future—all are yours, 23 and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God.  



1 Corinthians 1:10-17; 3:1-9, 21-23

I. The Corinthians were quarreling over matters of 
rhetorical style and delivery, not Gospel substance.





1 Corinthians 1:10-17; 3:1-9, 21-23

I. The Corinthians were quarreling over matters of 
rhetorical style and delivery, not Gospel substance.

II. Limiting your truth intake sources to one (or a small 
number) is unnecessary and unwise 
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“All truth is God’s truth.”

Arthur F. Holmes



1 Corinthians 3:21-23

21 So then, no more boasting about human leaders!
All things are yours, 

22whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas
…or the world 

…or life or death 
…or the present or the future

—ALL are yours,
23 and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God.  



Acts 17:22-28
22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People 

of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I 
walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even 
found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So you 

are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what I am going 
to proclaim to you. 

24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of 
heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. 25

And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, 
he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 26 From 
one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole 
earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the 

boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek him 
and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from 

any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As 
some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’



…though he is not far from any one of us. 
28 'For in him we live and move and 

have our being.’

As some of your own poets have said, 'We 
are his offspring.’

Aratus

Acts 17:22-28



“Christian art? Art is art; 
painting is painting; music is 

music; a story is a story. If it’s 
bad art, it’s bad religion, no 

matter how pious the subject.”

Madeleine L’Engle



“We may not like that, but we call 
the work of such artists un-Christian 

or non-Christian at our own peril. 
Christ has always worked in ways 

which have seemed peculiar to many 
men, even his closest followers. 

Frequently the disciples failed to 
understand him. So we need not feel 
that we have to understand how he 
works through artists who do not 

consciously recognize him. Neither 
should our lack of understanding 

cause us to assume that he cannot be 
present in their work.”

Madeleine L’Engle



Gospel Application:

Are you worshiping with your spirit AND your mind?
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Gospel Application:

Are you worshiping with your spirit AND your mind?
(Are you worshiping with your mind AND your spirit)

WWMD? Are you judging by your preferences or by the 
Gospel?

Do you believe that Christ redeems culture?
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