
          

Introduction – “Why do we hurt those who are 
  the closest to us?”

The Emotional Rollar Coaster of Song of 
Solomon

The Risk of Relationships

This week: Relational Conflict
Song of Solomon 5:2-16

The Request – Song of Solomon 5:2

The Answer – Song of Solomon 5:3

The Demand – Song of Solomon 5:4

The Change of Mind – Song of Solomon 5:5

Opportunity Lost – Song of Solomon 5:6

Watchmen? – Song of Solomon 5:7

The Plea – Song of Solomon 5:8

“Is this guy worth it?” – Song of Solomon 5:9

“Yes!” – Song of Solomon 5:10-16

Five Ways to be a Selfish Pig!
1. Put your desires above everyone else
2. Be Manipulative
3. Use “Indirect Speech”
4. Pout and Withdraw
5. Fail to Champion others

What’s the Gospel Solution to this?
Proverbs 1:7

Isaiah 6:1-8

Matthew 16:24-25

Application – “Are you ready to die to self?”

Song of Solomon 5:2-16
2I slept but my heart was awake.  Listen! My lover is 

knocking: “Open to me, my sister, my darling, my 
dove, my flawless one.  My head is drenched with dew, 
my hair with the dampness of the night.”  3I have taken 
off my robe—must I put it on again?  I have washed 

my feet—must I soil them again?  4My lover thrust his 
hand through the latch-opening; my heart began to pound 

for him.  5I arose to open for my lover, and my hands dripped 
with myrrh, my fingers with flowing myrrh, on the handles 

of the lock.  6I opened for my lover, but my lover had 
left; he was gone.  My heart sank at his departure.  I 

looked for him but did not find him.  I called him 
but he did not answer.  7The watchmen found me as 
they made their rounds in the city.  They beat me, 
they bruised me; they took away my cloak, those 

watchmen of the walls!  8O daughters of Jerusalem, 
I charge you—if you find my lover, what will you tell 

him? Tell him I am faint with love.  9How is your beloved 
better than others, most beautiful of women?  How is your 

beloved better than others, that you charge us so? 10My lover 
is radiant and ruddy, outstanding among ten thousand.  11His 
head is purest gold; his hair is wavy and black as a raven.  

12His eyes are like doves by the water streams, washed in 
milk, mounted like jewels.  13His cheeks are like beds of 

spice yielding perfume.  His lips are like lilies drip-
ping with myrrh. 14His arms are rods of gold set with 
chrysolite.  His body is like polished ivory decorated 
with sapphires.  15His legs are pillars of marble set on 
bases of pure gold.  His appearance is like Lebanon, 

choice as its cedars.  16His mouth is sweetness itself; he 
is altogether lovely. This is my lover, this my friend, O 

daughters of Jerusalem.

Proverbs 1:7
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, 

but fools despise wisdom and discipline.

Isaiah 6:1-8
1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord 

seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of 
his robe filled the temple.  2Above him were seraphs, 

each with six wings: With two wings they covered their 
faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they 
were flying. 3And they were calling to one another: “Holy, 

holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of 
his glory.”  4At the sound of their voices the doorposts 

and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with 
smoke.  5“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am 
a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the 
Lord Almighty.”  6Then one of the seraphs flew to me 
with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 

tongs from the altar.  7With it he touched my mouth 
and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is 

taken away and your sin atoned for.”  8Then I heard the 
voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who 

will go for us?”  And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”

Matthew 16:24-25
24Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come 
after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and 

follow me.  25For whoever wants to save his life will lose 
it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.
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There’s something about love…



There’s something about love…



There’s something about love…

love hurts, love scars, 
love wounds, and mars,
any heart, not tough,
or strong, enough
to take a lot of pain,
take a lot of pain
love is like a cloud
Holds a lot of rain
love hurts, ooh ooh love 
hurts





The Emotional Rollar Coaster
of Song of Solomon:

Infatuation
Fear

Self-consciousness
Mistreatment

Risk



The Emotional Rollar Coaster
of Song of Solomon:

Infatuation
Fear

Self-consciousness
Mistreatment

Risk

Love
Trust
Acceptance
Protection
Reward





“I am a safety-first creature. Of all arguments against love none 
makes so strong an appeal to my nature as ‘Careful! This might 
lead you to suffering.’ To my nature, my temperament, yes. Not 
to my conscience.

When I respond to that appeal I seem to myself to be a thousand 
miles away from Christ. If I am sure of anything I am sure that 
Histeaching was never meant to confirm my 
congenital preference for safe investments 
and limited liabilities. I doubt whether there 
is anything in me that pleases Him less…

There is no safe investment. To love at all is 
to be vulnerable. Love anything, and your 
heart will certainly be wrung and possibly be 
broken. If you want to make sure of keeping 
it intact, you must give your heart to no one, 
not even to an animal.



The only place outside Heaven where you 
can be perfectly safe from all the dangers 
and perturbations of love is Hell.”

~ C. S. Lewis, The Four Loves (New York: 
Harcourt, 1960/1988), 120-1.

Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all 
entanglements; lock it up safe in the casket or coffin of your 
selfishness.

But in that casket—safe, dark, motionless, airless—it will change. 
It will not be broken; it will become unbreakable, impenetrable, 
irredeemable. The alternative to tragedy, or at least to the risk of 
tragedy, is damnation.



The Request

Song of Solomon 5:2
2I slept but my heart was awake. 

Listen! My lover is knocking:

“Open to me, my sister, my darling, 
my dove, my flawless one. 

My head is drenched with dew, 
my hair with the dampness of the night.”



The Answer

Song of Solomon 5:3
3I have taken off my robe—

must I put it on again? 
I have washed my feet—
must I soil them again?



The Demand

Song of Solomon 5:4
4My lover thrust his hand through the latch-opening; 

my heart began to pound for him.



The Change of Mind

Song of Solomon 5:5
5I arose to open for my lover, 

and my hands dripped with myrrh, 
my fingers with flowing myrrh, 

on the handles of the lock.



Opportunity Lost

Song of Solomon 5:6
6I opened for my lover, 

but my lover had left; he was gone. 
My heart sank at his departure.

I looked for him but did not find him. 
I called him but he did not answer.



Watchmen?

Song of Solomon 5:7
7The watchmen found me 

as they made their rounds in the city. 
They beat me, they bruised me; 

they took away my cloak, 
those watchmen of the walls!



Song of Solomon 3:7-8
7Look! It is Solomon’s carriage, 

escorted by sixty warriors, 
the noblest of Israel, 

8all of them wearing the sword, 
all experienced in battle, 

each with his sword at his side, 
prepared for the terrors of the night.



The Plea

Song of Solomon 5:8
8O daughters of Jerusalem, I charge you—

if you find my lover, 
what will you tell him? 

Tell him I am faint with love.



“Is this guy really worth it?”

Song of Solomon 5:9
9How is your beloved better than others, 

most beautiful of women? 
How is your beloved better than others, 

that you charge us so?



“Yes!”

Song of Solomon 5:10-16
10My lover is radiant and ruddy, 

outstanding among ten thousand. 
11His head is purest gold; 

his hair is wavy 
and black as a raven. 

12His eyes are like doves 
by the water streams, 

washed in milk, 
mounted like jewels. 



“Yes!”

Song of Solomon 5:10-16
13His cheeks are like beds of spice 

yielding perfume. 
His lips are like lilies 
dripping with myrrh. 

14His arms are rods of gold 
set with chrysolite. 

His body is like polished ivory 
decorated with sapphires.



“Yes!”

Song of Solomon 5:10-16
15His legs are pillars of marble 

set on bases of pure gold. 
His appearance is like Lebanon, 

choice as its cedars. 
16His mouth is sweetness itself; 

he is altogether lovely.

This is my lover, this my friend, 
O daughters of Jerusalem. 



Five ways to be a selfish pig!



Five ways to be a selfish pig!

1.Put your desires
needs above
everyone else’s



Five ways to be a selfish pig!

2.  Be Manipulative



Five ways to be a selfish pig!

3.  Use “Indirect” Speech



Five ways to be a selfish pig!

4.  Pout and Withdraw



Five ways to be a selfish pig!

5.  Fail to Champion others



What’s the idol behind all of this?







Overcoming the Idol of Self



Overcoming the Idol of Self

Proverbs 1:7
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, 

but fools despise wisdom and discipline.



Overcoming the Idol of Self

Isaiah 6:1-8
1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated 

on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe 
filled the temple.  2Above him were seraphs, each with 

six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with 
two they covered their feet, and with two they were 

flying. 3And they were calling to one another: 
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 

the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4At the sound of their voices the doorposts and 

thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.



Overcoming the Idol of Self

Isaiah 6:1-8
5“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, 
and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.”



Overcoming the Idol of Self

Isaiah 6:1-8
6Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in 

his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar.  
7With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has 

touched your lips; your guilt is taken away
and your sin atoned for.”



Overcoming the Idol of Self

Isaiah 6:1-8
8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall 

I send? And who will go for us?”
And I said, “Here am I.  Send me!”



Overcoming the Idol of Self

Matthew 16:24-25
24Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come 
after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me.  25For whoever wants to save his life will lose 

it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. 



Application:

Are you ready to die to self for the sake of 
every relationship in your life?
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