
          

Introduction – “I’m with him!”

Today’s Message: How does the gospel free you 
from the power of sin?

A look at Romans 6:1-14

1.  The Big Question (Romans 6:1)

2.  Union with Christ is the answer
     (Romans 6:2-5)

Biblical Illustrations:

Spiritual Realities of our Union with Jesus:

Most important reality in all of the Bible!

Even the Jesus Jacket needs to be revisited!

Westminster Shorter Catechism

3.  Our Old Self is Crucified (Romans 6:6-7)

4.  We are raised with Jesus (Regeneration)
     (Romans 6:8-10)

5.  The BQ Answered: How do we overcome  
     sin’s power? (Romans 6:11-14)

a.  Count Yourself dead to sin

b.  Count Yourself alive to God

c.   Don’t make an offereing to sin

d.  Do make an offering to God

e.  Sin is not your master

f.  Law will NEVER set you free

Gospel Application
If you are not joined to Jesus…

If you are joined to Jesus
1.  You have died with Jesus (Justification)

2.  You have been raised with Jesus 
(Regeneration)

3.  You will one day see the fulfillment of this 
resurrection (Glorification)

4.  Baptism and Communion are THE SYMBOLS 
of the most important part of a Christian’s 
Life (Union with Jesus)

1 Corinthians 15:1-4
1Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the 

gospel I preached to you, which you received 
and on which you have taken your stand.  2By 
this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly 

to the word I preached to you.  Otherwise, you 
have believed in vain.  

3For what I received I passed on to you as of first 
importance: that Christ died for our sins accord-

ing to the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that 
he was raised on the third day according to 
the Scriptures.

Romans 6:1-14
1What shall we say, then?  Shall we go on sin-

ning so that grace may increase?  2By no means!  
We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?  

3Or don’t you know that all of us who were bap-
tized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  

4We were therefore buried with him through bap-
tism into death in order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, we too may live a new life.  5If we have 
been united with him like this in his death, we 
will certainly also be united with him in his 
resurrection.

6For we know that our old self was crucified 
with him so that the body of sin might be done 

away with, that we should no longer be slaves to 
sin— 7because anyone who has died has been 

freed from sin.

8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that 
we will also live with him.  9For we know that 

since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot 
die again; death no longer has mastery over him.  

10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but 
the life he lives, he lives to God.

11In the same way, count yourselves dead to 
sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  12There-
fore do not let sin reign in your mortal body 
so that you obey its evil desires.  13Do not offer 
the parts of your body to sin, as instruments 

of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to 
God, as those who have been brought from 

death to life; and offer the parts of your body 
to him as instruments of righteousness.  14For 

sin shall not be your master, because you are not 
under law, but under grace.
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Preaching 
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Gospel to 
yourself!



1 Corinthians 15:1-4
1Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to 

you, which you received and on which you have taken your 
stand.  2By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the 

word I preached to you.  Otherwise, you have believed in vain.  
3For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4that he was 

buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures.







The Big Question

Romans 6:1
1What shall we say, then?

Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?



Our Union with Jesus is the answer!

Romans 6:2-5
2By no means!  We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?  
3Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death?  4We were therefore buried 

with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 
may live a new life.  5If we have been united with him like this in 

his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his 
resurrection.
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Biblical Illustrations:
Head and the body

(Ephesians 4:15, 16, 1 Corinthians 12:12, 27)

Marriage bond (Isaiah 62:5, Ezekiel 16, Eph. 5:23, 
Revelation 19)

Building (Ephesians 2:21, 22)

Vine and branches  (John 15:4, 5)

Food and the body  (John 6:56, 57)
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Union with Christ

Spiritual Realities of our Union with Jesus:
Crucified  (Romans 6:6, Galatians 2:20)

Buried  (Romans 6:4)
Made alive  (Ephesians 2:5)

Sitting in heavenly realms  (Ephesians. 2:6)
Suffering  (Romans 8:17)

Reigning  (2 Timothy 2:12)
Glorified  (Romans 8:17)

Every Spiritual Blessing is ours “In Christ”
(Ephesians 1:3-14)





“Nothing is more central or basic than union 
and communion with Christ. ...Union with 

Christ...in its broader aspects underlies every 
step of the application of redemption. Union 

with Christ is really the central truth of the 
whole doctrine of salvation not only in its 

application but also in its once-for-all 
accomplishment in the finished work of Christ. 

Indeed the whole process of salvation has its 
origin in one phase of union with Christ and 
salvation has in view the realization of other 

phases of union with Christ…There is no truth, 
therefore, more suited to impart confidence and 

strength, comfort and joy in the Lord than this 
one of union with Christ.”

~ John Murray, Redemption: Accomplished and Applied. pg. 161, 171





The model of justification which would eventually 
gain the ascendancy in the later Reformation was 
formulated by Calvin in the 1540s and 1550s. The 

basic elements of his approach can be summarized 
as follows.  Faith unites the believer to Christ in a 
“mystic union.”  (Here, Calvin reclaims Luther's 
emphasis upon the real and personal presence of 

Christ within believers, established through faith.) 
This union with Christ has a twofold effect, which 

Calvin refers to as "a double grace."  First, the 
believer's union with Christ leads directly to his or 

her justification.  Through Christ, the believer is
declared to be righteous in the sight of God. Second, on account of the 

believer's union with Christ - and not on account of his or her justification -
the believer begins the process of being made like Christ through 

regeneration.  Calvin asserts that both justification and regeneration are the 
results of the believer's union with Christ through faith. 

~ Alister E. McGrath Christian Theology: An Introduction, page 443
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QUESTION 30. How does the Spirit apply to us the redemption 
purchased by Christ?

ANSWER: The Spirit applies to us the redemption purchased by 
Christ, by working faith in us, and thereby uniting us to Christ, in 

our effectual calling.
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The Westminster Shorter Catechism Explained
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Q. 1. What is the special work of the Spirit
in the application of redemption?

A.It is the uniting us to Christ, Rom. 8:9, 11.
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The Westminster Shorter Catechism Explained
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Q. 2. Can we have no share in the redemption purchased by 
Christ, without union to his person?

A. No; because all purchased blessings are lodged in his person, 
John 3:35, and go along with it, 1 John 5:12.
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The Westminster Shorter Catechism Explained
By James Fisher – 1753

Q. 3. What is it to be united to his person?

A. It is to be joined to, or made one with him, 1 Cor. 6:17.
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The Westminster Shorter Catechism Explained
By James Fisher – 1753

Q. 4. Is it then a personal union?

A. No; it is indeed a union of persons, but not a personal union: 
believers make not one person with Christ, but one body mystical, 

of which he is the head, 1 Cor. 12:12, 27. 



Old Self is Crucified!

Romans 6:6-7
6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the 

body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be 
slaves to sin— 7because anyone who has died

has been freed from sin.



We are raised up with Jesus (Regeneration) 

Romans 6:8-10
8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 
him.  9For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he 

cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him.  10The 
death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives,

he lives to God.



The BQ answered:
How do we overcome sin’s power?

Romans 6:11-14
11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God 

in Christ Jesus.  12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal 
body so that you obey its evil desires.  13Do not offer the parts of 
your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer 

yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to 
life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of 

righteousness.  14For sin shall not be your master, because you are 
not under law, but under grace.
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The BQ answered:
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4.  Do make an offering to God
Romans 6:11-14

11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God 
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The BQ answered:
How do we overcome sin’s power?

5.  Sin is not your master
Romans 6:11-14

11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God 
in Christ Jesus.  12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal 

body so that you obey its evil desires.  13Do not offer the parts of 
your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer 

yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to 
life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of 

righteousness.  14For sin shall not be your master, because you are 
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The BQ answered:
How do we overcome sin’s power?

6.  Law will NEVER set you free
Romans 6:11-14

11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God 
in Christ Jesus.  12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal 

body so that you obey its evil desires.  13Do not offer the parts of 
your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer 

yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to 
life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of 

righteousness.  14For sin shall not be your master, because you are 
not under law, but under grace.
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Gospel Application

If you are joined to Jesus…

• You have died with Jesus (Justification)
• You have been raised with Jesus (Regeneration)

• You will one day see the fulfillment of this resurrection 
(Glorification)

• Baptism and Communion are THE SYMBOLS
of the most important part of a

Christian’s Life – Union with Jesus
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