
          

Introduction – “I’m with him!”

Today’s Message: How does the gospel free you 
from the power of sin?

A look at Romans 6:1-14

1.  The Big Question (Romans 6:1)

2.  Union with Christ is the answer
Romans 6:2-5

Biblical Illustrations:

Spiritual Realities of our Union with Jesus:

Most important reality in all of the Bible!

Even the Jesus Jacket needs to be revisited!

Westminster Shorter Catechism

3.  Our Old Self is Crucified (Romans 6:6-7)

4.  We are raised with Jesus (Regeneration)
     (Romans 6:8-10)

5.  The BQ Answered: How do we overcome  
     sin’s power? (Romans 6:11-14)

a.  Count Yourself dead to sin

b.  Count Yourself alive to God

c.   Don’t make an offereing to sin

d.  Do make an offering to God

e.  Sin is not your master

f.  Law will NEVER set you free

Gospel Application
If you are not joined to Jesus…

If you are joined to Jesus
1.  You have died with Jesus (Justification)

2.  You have been raised with Jesus 
(Regeneration)

3.  You will one day see the fulfillment of this 
resurrection (Glorification)

4.  Baptism and Communion are THE SYMBOLS 
of the most important part of a Christian’s 
Life (Union with Jesus)

Romans 6:1-14
1What shall we say, then?  Shall we go on 
sinning so that grace may increase?  2By 
no means!  We died to sin; how can we 
live in it any longer?  3Or don’t you know 

that all of us who were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death?  4We were 

therefore buried with him through baptism 
into death in order that, just as Christ 

was raised from the dead through the 
glory of the Father, we too may live 
a new life.  5If we have been united 

with him like this in his death, we will 
certainly also be united with him in his 

resurrection.

6For we know that our old self was crucified 
with him so that the body of sin might be 

done away with, that we should no longer 
be slaves to sin— 7because anyone who 
has died has been freed from sin.

8Now if we died with Christ, we believe 
that we will also live with him.  9For we 

know that since Christ was raised from the 
dead, he cannot die again; death no longer 

has mastery over him.  10The death he died, 
he died to sin once for all; but the life he 

lives, he lives to God.

11In the same way, count yourselves 
dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Je-

sus.  12Therefore do not let sin reign in your 
mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.  

13Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, 
as instruments of wickedness, but rather 

offer yourselves to God, as those who 
have been brought from death to life; 
and offer the parts of your body to him 
as instruments of righteousness.  14For 

sin shall not be your master, because you 
are not under law, but under grace.

Philippians 2:1-13
1If you have any encouragement from 

being united with Christ, if any comfort 
from his love, if any fellowship with the 
Spirit, if any tenderness and compas-

sion, 2then make my joy complete by being 
like-minded, having the same love, being one 

in spirit and purpose.  3Do nothing out of 
selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in 

humility consider others better than 
yourselves.  4Each of you should look 
not only to your own interests, but also 

to the interests of others.

5Your attitude should be the same as that of 
Christ Jesus: 

6Who, being in very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God something to be 

grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking 
the very nature of a servant, being made 
in human likeness.  8And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled him-
self and became obedient to death—even 

death on a cross!

9Therefore God exalted him to the highest 
place and gave him the name that is above 

every name, 10that at the name of Jesus ev-
ery knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

12Therefore, my dear friends, as you have al-
ways obeyed—not only in my presence, but 

now much more in my absence—continue 
to work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling, 13for it is God who works in 
you to will and to act according to his 
good purpose.

Other Passages Used (please use a pew Bible)
 2 Corinthians 4:6

John 12:23, 27-28
John 13:30-32

John 17:1
1 Peter 2:21-24

Hebrews 12:1-6

The Gospel Series has sparked great questions!

Introduction – A crash course on three 
 historical Atonement Theories

Cross as Sacrifice – 
 Substitutionary Atonement
Cross as Victor –
 Christus Victor
Cross as Moral Influence – 
 Christus Exemplar

Three errors:
1. Jesus was only a great teacher
2. Jesus was only God
3. Jesus was only human

BIG QUESTION:  How then is a theol-
ogy of the Cross of Jesus applicable to us 

today, right now?

The Cross of Jesus: His Glory His 
Humiliation and Our Example!

1.  His Glory
2 Corinthians 4:6
John 12:23, 27-28
John 13:30-32
John 17:1

2.  His Humiliation
1 Peter 2:21-24

Hebrews 12:1-6

3.  Humiliation, Glory and our Example
Philippians 2:1-13

Gospel Application – How is Jesus your  
          Example?

Message Notes Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)“Jesus is our Example (Christus Exemplar)”

Message Notes Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)“Jesus is our Example (Christus Exemplar)”









Preaching 
the 

Gospel to 
yourself!



Religion vs. The Gospel



Religion vs. The Gospel



"If the words of Jesus of Nazareth...strike us 
as comfortable and perfectly in tune with 

our own confident common sense--our 
likes and dislikes, our budgets, and our 

actions toward strangers and foreigners--
then receiving the words of Jesus is 

probably not what we're doing. 

We may quote a verse, put it in a power 
point presentation or even intone it loudly 
with an emotional choked up quiver, but if 

it doesn't scandalize or bother us--
challenging our already made up minds, 

we aren't really receiving it."

~David Dark, The Sacredness of Questioning Everything

Religion vs. The Gospel



Luke 7:36-50

36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to 
the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 And a woman of the city, 

known as a sinner, learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she 
came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his 

feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them 
with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this 
man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of 

woman she is—that she is a sinner.”

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.”

“Tell me, teacher,” he said.



Luke 7:36-50 cont.

41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay 
him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him 

more?”

43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.”

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 



Luke 7:36-50 cont.

44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this 
woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, 

but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not 
give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped 

kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume 
on my feet. 47 Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, have been 

forgiven—therefore she loved much. But whoever has been forgiven little loves 
little.” 

48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even 
forgives sins?” 

50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 



Religion vs. The Gospel

I.The Setting

II.The Conflict

III.Simon the Interpreter

IV.Jesus the Interpreter

V.The Response



36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to 

the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table.

I.  The Setting



I.  The Setting



I.  The Setting

Certain ways of seating, food, conversation, roles, 

kinds of people, and rules of hospitality



I.  The Setting

“In the first-century Mediterranean world, every social interaction that takes 
place outside one’s family or outside one’s circle of friends is perceived as a 

challenge to honor, a mutual attempt to acquire honor from one’s social equal…

Since honor and reputation, like all goods in life, are limited, every social 
interaction of this type can turn out to be an affair of honor, a contest or game 

of honor in which players are faced with wins, ties, and losses.” 

Malina & Neyrey: The Social World of Luke-Acts



37 And a woman of the city, known as a sinner, learned that Jesus was eating 

at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 

As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her 

tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on 

them.

II.  The Conflict



“She is a sinner in the city—that is, a woman 

known in the city as a sinner.  Undoubtedly this 

characterization marks her as a prostitute by 

vocation, a whore by social status, contagious in 

her impurity and probably one who fraternizes 

with Gentiles for economic purposes. 

~Joel Green



Israel Failed!

4 However, there need be no poor people among 

you, for in the land the LORD your God is giving 

you to possess as your inheritance, he will richly 

bless you, 5 if only you fully obey the LORD your 

God and are careful to follow all these commands I 

am giving you today. 6 For the LORD your God will 

bless you as he has promised, and you will lend to 

many nations but will borrow from none. You will 

rule over many nations but none will rule over you. 

~Deuteronomy 15:4-6



37 And a woman of the city, known as a sinner, learned that Jesus was eating 

at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 

As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her 

tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on 

them.

II.  The Conflict



A Crossroads: What do her actions mean?



39 When the Pharisee who had invited 

him saw this, he said to himself, “If this 

man were a prophet, he would know 

who is touching him and what kind of 

woman she is—that she is a sinner.”

III.  Simon Interprets



40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have 
something to tell you.”

“Tell me, teacher,” he said.

IV.  Jesus Interprets



41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay 
him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him 

more?”
43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.”

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 

IV.  Jesus Interprets



44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this 
woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, 
but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did 
not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped 

kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume 
on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—

therefore, she loved much. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” 
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not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped 

kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume 
on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—
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IV.  Jesus Interprets



48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are 
forgiven.” 

49 The other guests began to say among 
themselves, “Who is this who even forgives 

sins?” 

50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has 
saved you; go in peace.” 

IV.  The Response



1. Where do you find yourself in this story?

Application



1. Where do you find yourself in this story?

2. Do you see this woman?

Application
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