
          

Romans 5:15-19
15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if 

many died through one man’s trespass, much 
more have the grace of God and the free gift 
by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ 

abounded for many. 16And the free gift is not 
like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judg-

ment following one trespass brought condemna-
tion, but the free gift following many trespasses 

brought justification. 17For if, because of one 
man’s trespass, death reigned through that 
one man, much more will those who receive 
the abundance of grace and the free gift of 
righteousness reign in life through the one 

man Jesus Christ.18Therefore, as one trespass 
led to condemnation for all men, so one act of 

righteousness leads to justification and life for all 
men. 19For as by the one man’s disobedience the 

many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedi-
ence the many will be made righteous. 

1 Corinthians 15:1, 3-5
1Now I would remind you, brothers, of the 
gospel I preached to you… 3For I delivered to 
you as of first importance what I also received: 
that Christ died for our sins in accordance with 

the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day in accordance with the 

Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then 
to the twelve. 

Romans 3:21-26
21 But now the righteousness of God has been 
manifested apart from the law, although the 
Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 

the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinc-

tion: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as 

a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitia-
tion by his blood, to be received by faith. This 
was to show God’s righteousness, because in 
his divine forbearance he had passed over for-
mer sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness 

at the present time, so that he might be just and 
the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

Romans 1:17
For in (the gospel) the righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, 
“The righteous shall live by faith” (Habakkuk 2:4).

Introduction – L.D.I. Think Biblically. Live Up-
rightly.  Lead Courageously.

Introduction #2 - The beauty and horror of the gospel

The Raw Gospel: God. Us. Jesus. Response.

The “Events” of the Gospel
EVENT #1: God lives, reigns, and creates
EVENT #2: Created man forsakes God’s reign 
and dies
EVENT #3: Jesus lives, dies, and is raised
EVENT #4: The Spirit dwells in us as a guarantee

The Richness of the Gospel

Different ways to share the raw gospel:
1.  The Four Spiritual Laws
2.  The Bridge Illustration

A look at GUSSET PLATES

The Righteousness of God (Romans 3:21-26)

Romans 3:21-22

What is the righteousness of God?

It is an attribute of God. “He is just.” Psalm 1. 
72:1-2
It is a status given by God. “He has reckoned 2. 
(or counted or considered) as righteous those 
who believe in God.”  Abraham, 2 Corinthians 
5:21
It is an activity of God.  “He vindicates.”  “He 3. 
saves.”  “He’s making right.” Isaiah 51:5-8, 
Psalm 35:27-28

What is the role of the law?

Romans 3:23-25

What is sin?  The glory of God is a big deal!

“Justification is an instantaneous legal act of God 
in which he: 1. thinks of our sins as forgiven and 
Christ’s  righteousness as belonging to us, and 
2. declares us to be righteous in his sight.”  See: 
Romans 4:25 and 5:16-21

Big Bible (but GOOD) words: Redemption & 
Propitiation

Romans 3:26

God is BOTH just and the justifier!

Application – How those gusset plates?  Do you see 
yourself as on ongoing recipient of God’s grace?  

Message Notes Scripture Passages
(taken from the English Standard Version)The Raw Gospel (pt 3) - Jesus









The Raw 
Gospel

Preaching the 
Gospel to 
yourself!



A Familiar Pattern of the Raw Gospel

Encounter with God (The Setting)

A Clear Realization of Self (The Problem)

Cleansing/Forgiveness (The Solution)

Response (The Change)
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The events of the Gospel
EVENT #1: God lives, reigns, and creates

Acts 14:15
We bring you good news, that you should turn from 

these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven 
and the earth and the sea and all that is in them.



The events of the Gospel
EVENT #1: God lives, reigns, and creates

Acts 14:15
We bring you good news, that you should turn from 

these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven 
and the earth and the sea and all that is in them.

Isaiah 52:7
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who 
brings good news, who publishes peace, who brings good 
news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to 

(Jerusalem), “Your God reigns.”
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The events of the Gospel
EVENT #1: God lives, reigns, and creates

EVENT #2: Created man forsakes God’s reign and dies

Genesis 2:15-17
15The LORD God took the man and put him in the 

Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.  16And the 
LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat 

from any tree in the garden; 17but you must not eat from 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you 

eat of it you will surely die.”



The events of the Gospel
EVENT #1: God lives, reigns, and creates

EVENT #2: Created man forsakes God’s reign and dies

Genesis 3:22-24
22And the LORD God said, “The man has now become 
like one of us, knowing good and evil.  He must not be 

allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree 
of life and eat, and live forever.”  23So the LORD God 
banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the 

ground from which he had been taken.  24After he drove 
the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of 

Eden cherubim. 



EVENT #2: Created man forsakes God’s reign and dies

Romans 5:15-19
15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died 

through one man's trespass, much more have the grace of God and the 
free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 16And 
the free gift is not like the result of that one man's sin. For the judgment 
following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift 

following many trespasses brought justification. 17For if, because of one 
man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more 

will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness 
reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.18Therefore, as one 

trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness 
leads to justification and life for all men. 19For as by the one man's 
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's 

obedience the many will be made righteous. 
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EVENT #2: Created man forsakes God’s reign and dies

Are you horrified by your sin?



The events of the Gospel
EVENT #1: God lives, reigns, and creates

EVENT #2: Created man forsakes God’s reign and dies

Are you horrified by your sin?

OR Are you trying to grease the camel?
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The events of the Gospel
EVENT #1: God lives, reigns, and creates

EVENT #2: Created man forsakes God’s reign and dies
EVENT #3: Jesus lives, dies, and is raised

1 Corinthians 15:1, 3-5
1Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached 
to you… 3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I 
also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with 
the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the 

third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5and that he 
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 



The events of the Gospel
EVENT #1: God lives, reigns, and creates

EVENT #2: Created man forsakes God’s reign and dies
EVENT #3: Jesus lives, dies, and is raised

1 Peter 3:8
Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, that he might bring us to God.
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The events of the Gospel
EVENT #1: God lives, reigns, and creates

EVENT #2: Created man forsakes God’s reign and dies
EVENT #3: Jesus lives, dies, and is raised

EVENT #4: The Spirit dwells in us as a guarantee

Ephesians 1:13-14
13In (Christ), you also, when you heard the word of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, 
were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit 14who is the 

guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession 
of it, to the praise of his glory.



The richness of the Gospel
From Darkness to Light
From Blindness to Sight

From Orphans to Adopted Children
From Far Off to Near

From Foreigners to Citizens
From Separated to United

From Nationalistic to Global
From Unregenerate to Regenerate
From Old Master to New Master

From Worldly to Spiritual
From Fleshly to Faith-filled

From Death to Life



The Four Spiritual Laws



The Bridge Illustration



Gusset Plates



Gusset Plates



The righteousness of God
Romans 3:21-26

21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested 

apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets 

bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through 

faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 



The righteousness of God
Romans 3:21-26

For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace 

as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, 

to be received by faith. 



The righteousness of God
Romans 3:21-26

This was to show God's righteousness, because in his 

divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It 

was to show his righteousness at the present time, so 

that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has 

faith in Jesus.



The righteousness of God
Romans 3:21-26

21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested 

apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets 

bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through 

faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 



What is the 
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What is the 
righteousness of God?

Righteousness = Justice
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What is the 
righteousness of God?

1.It is an attribute of God. “He is just.” Psalm 72:1-2

1.It is a status given by God. “He has reckoned (or 
counted or considered) as righteous those who 
believe in God.”  Abraham, 2 Corinthians 5:21

Genesis 15:6 (Romans 4:3)
And he believed the Lord, 

and he counted it to him as righteousness.



What is the 
righteousness of God?

1.It is an attribute of God. “He is just.” Psalm 72:1-2

2.It is a status given by God. “He has reckoned (or 
counted or considered) as righteous those who 
believe in God.”  Abraham, 2 Corinthians 5:21

3.It is an activity of God.  “He vindicates.”  “He 
saves.”  “He’s making right.” Isaiah 51:5-8, Psalm 
35:27-28
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The righteousness of God
Romans 3:21-26

21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested 

apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets 

bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through 

faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 

Romans 1:17

For in (the gospel) the righteousness of God is revealed 

from faith for faith, as it is written, 

“The righteous shall live by faith” (Habakkuk 2:4).



The righteousness of God
Romans 3:21-26

For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace 

as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, 

to be received by faith. 



The righteousness of God
Romans 3:21-26

For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace 

as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, 

to be received by faith. 

What is sin?



The righteousness of God
Romans 3:21-26

For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace 

as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, 

to be received by faith. 



The righteousness of God
Romans 3:21-26

For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace 

as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, 

to be received by faith. 

Also, cited in Romans 4:25 and 5:16-21



Justification
“Justification is an instantaneous legal act of God in 
which he:

1. thinks of our sins as forgiven and Christ’s 
righteousness as belonging to us, and

2. declares us to be righteous in his sight.”

Wayne Grudem
Systematic Theology



The righteousness of God
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For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace 

as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, 

to be received by faith. 



The righteousness of God
Romans 3:21-26

For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace 

as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, 

to be received by faith. 



The righteousness of God
Romans 3:21-26

For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace 

as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, 

to be received by faith. 

Propitiation: Making atonement for sin by putting forth 
an acceptable sacrifice 

Also, cited in Hebrews 2:17, 1 John 2:2, and 4:10



The righteousness of God
Romans 3:21-26

This was to show God's righteousness, because in his 

divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It 

was to show his righteousness at the present time, so 

that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has 

faith in Jesus.



The righteousness of God
Romans 3:21-26

This was to show God's righteousness, because in his 

divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It 

was to show his righteousness at the present time, so 

that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has 

faith in Jesus.



How those Gusset Plates?



A Familiar Pattern of the Raw Gospel

Encounter with God (The Setting)

A Clear Realization of Self (The Problem)

Cleansing/Forgiveness (The Solution)

Response (The Change)
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