
          

Introduction – The Gospel is about God

Two Men who Encountered God
Isaiah (Isaiah 6:1-8)
Peter (Luke 5:1-11)

A Familiar Pattern of the Raw Gospel

Wrong views of God

A Man who knew God ‘face to face’
Exodus 33:11

1.  The Setting of the Ten Commandments
The Amazing Offer (Exodus 19:1-8)

Our God is a Holy God! (Exodus 19:9-19)

Know that the Lord your God is God!!
(Exodus 19:20-25)

God Speaks the 10 Commandments
(Exodus 20:1-17)

The People’s Response (Exodus 20:18-21

2.  The Setting of the Replacement Set of 
      the Ten Commandments

The Request (Exodus 33:12-13)

The Answer (Exodus 33:14)

The New Request! (Exodus 33:15-16)

The New Answer (Exodus 33:17)

The Boldest Request Ever! (Exodus 33:18)

God’s Amazing Response (Ex. 33:19-34:3)

God Unplugged (Exodus 34:4-7)

Moses’ Response (Exodus 34:8-9)

God’s Answer (Exodus 34:10)

  
YEAH, but that was Old Testament stuff...or 
was is it? - Hebrews 12:18-29

Application – “What wrong views of God do you  
  have and need to ditch?”

Exodus 19:1-25
1In the third month after the Israelites left Egypt—on the very 

day—they came to the Desert of Sinai.  2After they set out 
from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel 
camped there in the desert in front of the mountain.  3Then 
Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from 

the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the 
house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 

4‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried 
you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.  5Now if you 

obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations 
you will be my treasured possession.  Although the whole 
earth is mine, 6you will be for me a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak 
to the Israelites.”  7So Moses went back and summoned 
the elders of the people and set before them all the 

words the LORD had commanded him to speak.

8The people all responded together, “We will do everything 
the LORD has said.”  So Moses brought their answer back to 

the LORD.  9The LORD said to Moses, “I am going to come to 
you in a dense cloud, so that the people will hear me speaking with 

you and will always put their trust in you.”  Then Moses told 
the LORD what the people had said.  10And the LORD said 

to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today and 
tomorrow.  Make them wash their clothes 11and be ready 
by the third day, because on that day the LORD will come 
down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.  12Put 
limits for the people around the mountain and tell them, 
‘Be careful that you do not go up the mountain or touch 

the foot of it.  Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be 
put to death.  13He shall surely be stoned or shot with arrows; 

not a hand is to be laid on him.  Whether man or animal, he shall 
not be permitted to live.’ Only when the ram’s horn sounds a 

long blast may they go up to the mountain.”  14After Moses 
had gone down the mountain to the people, he consecrated 

them, and they washed their clothes.  15Then he said to the 
people, “Prepare yourselves for the third day.  Abstain 
from sexual relations.”  16On the morning of the third day 
there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over 

the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast.  Everyone in 
the camp trembled.  17Then Moses led the people out of the 

camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the moun-
tain.  18Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the LORD 

descended on it in fire.  The smoke billowed up from it like 
smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain trembled violently, 

19and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder.  
Then Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him.

20The LORD descended to the top of Mount Sinai and 
called Moses to the top of the mountain.  So Moses went 
up 21and the LORD said to him, “Go down and warn the 

people so they do not force their way through to see the 
LORD and many of them perish.  22Even the priests, who ap-

proach the LORD, must consecrate themselves, or the LORD 
will break out against them.”  23Moses said to the LORD, “The 

people cannot come up Mount Sinai, because you yourself 
warned us, ‘Put limits around the mountain and set it apart as 

holy.’”  24The LORD replied, “Go down and bring Aaron up 
with you.  But the priests and the people must not force their way 
through to come up to the LORD, or he will break out against 
them.”  25So Moses went down to the people and told them.

Other passages used - see Message Notes
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The Raw 
Gospel



Gospel = Good News



Two men who met God
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Two men who met God

Isaiah 6:1-8
1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a 

throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the 
temple.  2Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two 
wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, 
and with two they were flying.  3And they were calling to one 

another:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
the whole earth is full of his glory.”

4At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook 
and the temple was filled with smoke.



Two men who met God

Isaiah 6:1-8
5“Woe to me!” I cried.

“I am ruined!
For I am a man of unclean lips,

and I live among a people of unclean lips,
and my eyes have seen the King,

the LORD Almighty.”



Two men who met God

Isaiah 6:1-8
6Then one of the seraphs flew to me with

a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs
from the altar.  7With it he touched my mouth and said,

“See, this has touched your lips;
your guilt is taken away
and your sin atoned for.”



Two men who met God

Isaiah 6:1-8
8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying,

“Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?”

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”
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Two men who met God

Luke 5:1-11
1One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with 

the people crowding around him and listening to the word of 
God, 2he saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the 

fishermen, who were washing their nets.  3He got into one of the 
boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a 

little from shore. Then he sat down and taught
the people from the boat.



Two men who met God

Luke 5:1-11
4When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon,

“Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.”

5Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and 
haven’t caught anything. But because you say so,

I will let down the nets.”

6When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish 
that their nets began to break.  7So they signaled their partners in 
the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled 

both boats so full that they began to sink. 



Two men who met God

Luke 5:1-11
8When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said,

“Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!”

9For he and all his companions were astonished at the
catch of fish they had taken, 10and so were James and John, the 

sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners.



Two men who met God

Luke 5:1-11
Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid;

from now on you will catch men.”

11So they pulled their boats up on shore,
left everything and followed him.
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A man who 
knew God 

‘face to face’



A man who 
knew God 

‘face to face’



A man who 
knew God 

‘face to face’

Exodus 33:11a
11 The LORD would speak 

to Moses face to face,
as a man speaks with his 

friend.
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An Incredible Encounter with God
The Amazing Offer…

Exodus 19:1-8
1In the third month after the Israelites left Egypt—on the very 
day—they came to the Desert of Sinai.  2After they set out from 
Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped 

there in the desert in front of the mountain.



An Incredible Encounter with God
The Amazing Offer…

Exodus 19:1-8
3Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from 

the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the 
house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 
4`You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I 
carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.  

5Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of 
all nations you will be my treasured possession.  Although the 
whole earth is mine, 6you will be for me a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation.’  These are the words you are to speak to 

the Israelites.”



An Incredible Encounter with God
The Amazing Offer…

Exodus 19:1-8
7So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and 

set before them all the words the LORD had commanded him 
to speak.  8The people all responded together, “We will do 
everything the LORD has said.”  So Moses brought their 

answer back to the LORD.



An Incredible Encounter with God
Our God is a Holy God!

Exodus 19:9-19
9The LORD said to Moses, “I am going to come to you in a dense 

cloud, so that the people will hear me speaking with you and 
will always put their trust in you.”  Then Moses told the 

LORD what the people had said.



An Incredible Encounter with God
Our God is a Holy God!

Exodus 19:9-19
10And the LORD said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate 

them today and tomorrow.  Make them wash their clothes 
11and be ready by the third day, because on that day the LORD 
will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.  

12Put limits for the people around the mountain and tell them, 
‘Be careful that you do not go up the mountain or touch the 
foot of it.  Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put 

to death.  13He shall surely be stoned or shot with arrows; not a 
hand is to be laid on him.  Whether man or animal, he shall 

not be permitted to live.’  Only when the ram’s horn sounds a 
long blast may they go up to the mountain.”



An Incredible Encounter with God
Our God is a Holy God!

Exodus 19:9-19
14After Moses had gone down the mountain to the people, he 

consecrated them, and they washed their clothes.  15Then he 
said to the people, “Prepare yourselves for the third day.  

Abstain from sexual relations.”



An Incredible Encounter with God
Our God is a Holy God!

Exodus 19:9-19
16On the morning of the third day there was thunder and 
lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very 
loud trumpet blast.  Everyone in the camp trembled.  17Then 
Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and 

they stood at the foot of the mountain.  18Mount Sinai was 
covered with smoke, because the LORD descended on it in 

fire.  The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a 
furnace, the whole mountain trembled violently, 19and the 

sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder.  Then Moses 
spoke and the voice

of God answered him.



An Incredible Encounter with God
Know that the Lord your God is God!!

Exodus 19:20-25
20The LORD descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called 
Moses to the top of the mountain.  So Moses went up 21and the 
LORD said to him, “Go down and warn the people so they do 

not force their way through to see the LORD and many of 
them perish.  22Even the priests, who approach the LORD, 
must consecrate themselves, or the LORD will break out 

against them.”



An Incredible Encounter with God
Know that the Lord your God is God!!

Exodus 19:20-25
23Moses said to the LORD, “The people cannot come up Mount 

Sinai, because you yourself warned us, `Put limits around the 
mountain and set it apart as holy.’”

24The LORD replied, “Go down and bring Aaron up with you.  
But the priests and the people must not force their way 

through to come up to the LORD, or he will break out against 
them.”

25So Moses went down to the people and told them.



An Incredible Encounter with God
God Speaks the Ten Commandments

Exodus 20:1-17
1And God spoke all these words:

2“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of 
the land of slavery.

3“You shall have no other gods before me.



An Incredible Encounter with God
God Speaks the Ten Commandments

Exodus 20:1-17
4“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything 

in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters 
below.  5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for 

I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the 
children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth 
generation of those who hate me, 6but showing love to a 
thousand generations of those who love me and keep my 

commandments. 

7“You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the 
LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.



An Incredible Encounter with God
God Speaks the Ten Commandments

Exodus 20:1-17
8“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  9Six days you 

shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a 
Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any 

work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your 
manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien 

within your gates. 11 For in six days the LORD made the 
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he 
rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the 

Sabbath day and made it holy.

12“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long 
in the land the LORD your God is giving you. 



An Incredible Encounter with God
God Speaks the Ten Commandments

Exodus 20:1-17
13“You shall not murder.

14“You shall not commit adultery.

15“You shall not steal.

16“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.  You shall not covet 
your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox 

or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”



An Incredible Encounter with God
The People’s Response

Exodus 20:18-21
18When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the 

trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with 
fear.  They stayed at a distance 19and said to Moses,

“Speak to us yourself and we will listen.
But do not have God speak to us or we will die.” 

20Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid.  God has come to 
test you, so that the fear of God will be with you

to keep you from sinning.”

21The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the 
thick darkness where God was.



Another Encounter with God



Another Encounter with God
The Request

Exodus 33:12-13
12Moses said to the LORD, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these 

people,’ but you have not let me know whom you will send 
with me.  You have said, ‘I know you by name and you have 
found favor with me.’  13If you are pleased with me, teach me 
your ways so I may know you and continue to find favor with 

you.  Remember that this nation is your people.”



Another Encounter with God
The Answer

Exodus 33:14
14The LORD replied,

“My Presence will go with you,
and I will give you rest.”



Another Encounter with God
The New Request!

Exodus 33:15-16
15Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, 

do not send us up from here.  16How will anyone know that 
you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go 
with us?  What else will distinguish me and your people from 

all the other people on the face of the earth?”



Another Encounter with God
The New Response!

Exodus 33:17
17And the LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have 

asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you by 
name.”



Another Encounter with God
The Boldest Request ever uttered!

Exodus 33:18
18Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”



Another Encounter with God
God’s amazing response

Exodus 33:19 – 34:3
19And the LORD said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in 

front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your 
presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I 

will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.  
20But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no one may see 

me and live.”
21Then the LORD said, “There is a place near me where you may 

stand on a rock.  22When my glory passes by, I will put you in 
a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have 

passed by.  23Then I will remove my hand and you will see my 
back; but my face must not be seen.”



Another Encounter with God
God’s amazing response

Exodus 33:19 – 34:3
1The LORD said to Moses, “Chisel out two stone tablets like the 

first ones, and I will write on them the words that were on the 
first tablets, which you broke.  2Be ready in the morning, and 

then come up on Mount Sinai.  Present yourself to me there on 
top of the mountain.  3No one is to come with you or be seen 

anywhere on the mountain; not even the flocks and herds may 
graze in front of the mountain.”



Another Encounter with God
God Unplugged

Exodus 34:4-7
4So Moses chiseled out two stone tablets like the first ones and 

went up Mount Sinai early in the morning, as the LORD had 
commanded him; and he carried the two stone tablets in his 
hands.  5Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood 

there with him and proclaimed his name, the LORD.  6And he 
passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, 

the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, 
abounding in love and faithfulness, 7maintaining love to 

thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.  Yet 
he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the 

children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third 
and fourth generation.”



Another Encounter with God
Moses’ Response

Exodus 34:8-9
8Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped.  9“O Lord, if 

I have found favor in your eyes,” he said, “then let the Lord go 
with us. Although this is a stiff-necked people, forgive our 
wickedness and our sin, and take us as your inheritance.”



Another Encounter with God
God’s Answer

Exodus 34:10
10Then the LORD said: “I am making a covenant with you.  Before 

all your people I will do wonders never before done in any 
nation in all the world.  The people you live among will see 

how awesome is the work that I, the LORD, will do for you.”



Yeah, but that was Old Testament stuff…



Yeah, but that was Old Testament stuff…
Hebrews 12:18-29

18You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that 
is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; 19to a trumpet 

blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard
it begged that no further word be spoken to them, 20because they 
could not bear what was commanded: “If even an animal touches 

the mountain, it must be stoned.”  21The sight was so terrifying 
that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.”



Yeah, but that was Old Testament stuff…
Hebrews 12:18-29

18You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that 
is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; 19to a trumpet 

blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard
it begged that no further word be spoken to them, 20because they 
could not bear what was commanded: “If even an animal touches 

the mountain, it must be stoned.”  21The sight was so terrifying 
that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.”

You have NOT come to a mountain like that…



Look at the Mountain we have come to!



Look at the Mountain we have come to!

Hebrews 12:18-29
22But you have come to Mount Zion,

to the city of the living God.
You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels

in joyful assembly,
23to the church of the firstborn,

whose names are written in heaven.
You have come to God,

the judge of all men,
to the spirits of righteous men made perfect,

24to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant,
and to the sprinkled blood that speaks
a better word than the blood of Abel.



What does this vision of God do for us?

Hebrews 12:18-29
25See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks.

If they did not escape when they refused him
who warned them on earth, how much less will we,

if we turn away from him who warns us from heaven?
26At that time his voice shook the earth,

but now he has promised,

“Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.”

27The words “once more”  indicate the removing of what can be 
shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken 

may remain.



What does this vision of God do for us?

Hebrews 12:18-29
28Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom

that cannot be shaken,
let us be thankful,

and so worship God acceptably
with reverence and awe,

29for our “God is a consuming fire.”



On the whole, I do not find Christians, outside of the 
catacombs, sufficiently sensible of conditions. Does 
anyone have the foggiest idea what sort of power we so 
blithely invoke? Or, as I suspect, does no one believe a 
word of it? The churches are children playing on the

floor with their chemistry sets, 
making up a batch of TNT to kill a 
Sunday morning. It is madness to 
wear ladies hats and straw hats and 
velvet hats to church; we should all 
be wearing crash helmets. Ushers 
should issue life preservers and 
signal flares; they should lash us to 
our pews. For the sleeping god may 
wake someday and take offence, or 
the waking god may draw us out to 
where we can never return.

~ Annie Dillard, Teaching a Stone to Talk, p. 40.
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