
          

Introduction – “Fertile Ground for 
  Self-Righteousness”

Theological Integrity & Missional Living

Remind you of anyone?
John 5:16-18, 33-47

The danger of religion

This week:  How to be a follower of Jesus 
without being religious:

A Spirt Filled Life
A look at Galatians 5

The Context
Galatians 5:1

Religion vrs. Jesus
Galatians 5:5-6

The Seriousness of the Problem
Galatians 5:7-12

The battle of living in the Spirit
Galatians 5:13-18

Life in the Flesh
Galatians 5:19-21

Walking in the Spirit
Galatians 5:22-26

Application – “Daily Repentance from Religion”

Galatians 5
1It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, 

then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again 
by a yoke of slavery.

2Mark my words!  I, Paul, tell you that if you let 
yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value 

to you at all.  3Again I declare to every man who lets 
himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the 

whole law.  4You who are trying to be justified by law 
have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen 

away from grace.  5But by faith we eagerly await 
through the Spirit the righteousness for which we 
hope.  6For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision 
nor uncircumcision has any value.  The only 

thing that counts is faith expressing itself through 
love.

7You were running a good race.  Who cut in on you and 
kept you from obeying the truth?  8That kind of persua-

sion does not come from the one who calls you.  9“A little 
yeast works through the whole batch of dough.”  10I am 

confident in the Lord that you will take no other view.  
The one who is throwing you into confusion will 

pay the penalty, whoever he may be.  11Brothers, 
if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I still 
being persecuted?  In that case the offense of the 
cross has been abolished.  12As for those agitators, I 
wish they would go the whole way and emasculate 

themselves!

13You, my brothers, were called to be free.  But do not 
use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, 

serve one another in love.  14The entire law is summed 
up in a single command: “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.”  15If you keep on biting and devouring 
each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by 
each other.  16So I say, live by the Spirit, and you 

will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.  17For 
the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, 

and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature.  
They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not 
do what you want.  18But if you are led by the Spirit, you 

are not under law.

19The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual 
immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20idolatry 
and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of 
rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21and 
envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like.  I warn 

you, as I did before, that those who live like this will 
not inherit the kingdom of God.

22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-

control.  Against such things there is no law.  24Those 
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful na-

ture with its passions and desires.  25Since we live by the 
Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.  26Let us not 
become conceited, provoking and envying each other.
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Fertile Ground for Self-Righteousness

John 5:16-18, 33-40
16 So, because Jesus was doing these things on the 

Sabbath, the Jews persecuted him. 17 Jesus said to them, 
“My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, 
too, am working.” 18 For this reason the Jews tried all the 
harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, 

but he was even calling God his own Father, making 
himself equal with God.



Fertile Ground for Self-Righteousness

John 5:16-18, 33-40
33 “You have sent to John and he has testified to the 

truth. 34 Not that I accept human testimony; but I 
mention it that you may be saved. 35 John was a lamp 

that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to
enjoy his light.



Fertile Ground for Self-Righteousness

John 5:16-18, 33-40
36 “I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the 

very work that the Father has given me to finish, and 
which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent me. 

37And the Father who sent me has himself testified 
concerning me.  You have never heard his voice nor seen 

his form, 38nor does his word dwell in you, for you do 
not believe the one he sent.  39You diligently study the 
Scriptures because you think that by them you possess 
eternal life.  These are the Scriptures that testify about 

me, 40yet you refuse to come to me to have life.



How to be an authentic follower of Jesus 
without letting self-righteousness and 

religion ruin it









Hope’s Sweet Spot

THEOLOGY

SPIRIT
FILLEDMISSIONAL

COMPLIMENTARIAN
ELDER—LED /
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The Spirit-filled Life

Ephesians 6:17
Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, 

which is the word of God.



The Spirit-filled Life
Galatians 5



The Context



The Context
Galatians 5:1

1It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, 
then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a 

yoke of slavery.





The Context
Galatians 1:6-10

6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the 
one who called you by the grace of Christ and are 

turning to a different gospel— 7 which is really no gospel 
at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into 

confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 

But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a 
gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be 
eternally condemned! 9 As we have already said, so now 

I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel 
other than what you accepted, let him be eternally 

condemned!



The Context
Galatians 1:6-10

10 Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of 
God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still trying 

to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ.



The Context
Galatians 6:11-14

11See what large letters I use as I write to you with my 
own hand! 12Those who want to make a good 

impression outwardly are trying to compel you to be 
circumcised.  The only reason they do this is to avoid 
being persecuted for the cross of Christ.  13Not even 

those who are circumcised obey the law, yet they want 
you to be circumcised that they may boast about your 

flesh.  14May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified 

to me, and I to the world.
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Religion vrs. Jesus
Galatians 5:2-6

2Mark my words!  I, Paul, tell you that if you let 
yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to 

you at all.  3Again I declare to every man who lets 
himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the 
whole law.  4You who are trying to be justified by law 
have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away 
from grace.  5But by faith we eagerly await through the 

Spirit the righteousness for which we hope.  6For in 
Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has 
any value.  The only thing that counts is faith expressing 

itself through love.



Religion vrs. Jesus
Galatians 5:6

6For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision has any value.  The only thing that 

counts is faith expressing itself through love.



Religion vrs. Jesus
Galatians 5:6

6For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision has any value.  The only thing that 

counts is faith expressing itself through love.

Galatians 6:15
Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means 

anything; what counts is a new creation.



Religion vrs. Jesus
Galatians 5:6

6For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision has any value.  The only thing that 

counts is faith expressing itself through love.

Galatians 6:15
Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means 

anything; what counts is a new creation.

1 Corinthians 7:19
Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing. 

Keeping God’s commands is what counts.
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The Seriousness of the Problem
Galatians 5:7-12

7You were running a good race.  Who cut in on you and 
kept you from obeying the truth?  8That kind of 

persuasion does not come from the one who calls you.  
9“A little yeast works through the whole batch of 

dough.”  10I am confident in the Lord that you will take 
no other view.  The one who is throwing you into 

confusion will pay the penalty, whoever he may be.  
11Brothers, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I 

still being persecuted?  In that case the offense of the 
cross has been abolished.  12As for those agitators, I wish 

they would go the whole way and emasculate 
themselves!
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The Battle of Spirit Living
Galatians 5:13-18

13You, my brothers, were called to be free.  But do not 
use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, 
serve one another in love.  14The entire law is summed 

up in a single command: “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.”  15If you keep on biting and devouring each 

other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.  
16So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the 

desires of the sinful nature.  17For the sinful nature 
desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what 
is contrary to the sinful nature.  They are in conflict with 
each other, so that you do not do what you want.  18But 

if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.







The Difficult Ride of the Christian Life

Slippery Slope

Legalism
License



Life in the Flesh



Life in the Flesh
Galatians 5:19-21

19The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual 
immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20idolatry and 

witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish 
ambition, dissensions, factions 21and envy; drunkenness, 

orgies, and the like.  I warn you, as I did before, that 
those who live like this will not inherit

the kingdom of God.



Life in the Flesh
2 Corinthians 10:4-5

4The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the 
world. On the contrary, they have divine power to 

demolish strongholds.  5We demolish arguments and 
every pretension that sets itself up against the 

knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought 
to make it obedient to Christ.



Walking in the Spirit



Walking in the Spirit
Galatians 5:22-26

22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-
control.  Against such things there is no law.  24Those 
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful 

nature with its passions and desires.  25Since we live by 
the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.  26Let us not 

become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 
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Application:

Do you daily repent from religion?



Application:

Do you daily repent from religion?

Do you have a relationship with 
the Holy Spirit?
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