
MESSAGE NOTES
“By my Spirit,” says the Lord - Part II

INTRODUCTION - Zihuatanejo

SERMON SERIES
“Certified Purveyors of the High Life!”

What is the aim? Matter and 
Manner (John 5:39-40)

Text In Question of the Week: 
Ever been misled by your feelings?

Last Four Weeks

Do you want God for God?1. 
If you want God, you can 2. 
have him through Christ.
The Holy Spirit is personal.3. 
The Holy Spirit is essential.4. 

This Week: Our Thoughts

The Challenge!
“We ain’t him!” Isaiah 55:8-9•	
How ideas govern•	

“Set your mind”
Flesh = Unsubmissive, Hostile, •	
Death
Spirit = Life & Peace•	

Respond to the Challenge

How do you produce godly 
thinking?

Application – Are you willing to 
set the Lord continually before your 
thoughts?

Scripture Passages
(taken from the English Standard Version)

Isaiah 55:8-9
8 For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways, declares the Lord. 9 For as the 

heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are my ways higher than your ways and 
my thoughts than your thoughts. 

Hosea 4:6, 14
“My people are destroyed for a 
lack of knowledge…a people with-

out understanding comes to ruin.”

Romans 8:5-8
5For	those	who	live	according	to	the	flesh	
set	their	minds	on	the	things	of	the	flesh,	

but those who live according to the 
Spirit set their minds on the things of 
the Spirit. 6For to set the mind on the 
flesh	is	death,	but	to	set	the	mind	on	
the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the 

mind	that	is	set	on	the	flesh	is	hostile	
to God, for it does not submit to God’s 
law; indeed, it cannot. 8Those who are 
in	the	flesh	cannot	please	God.	

Psalm 16:9
“I have set the Lord continually 

before me.”

1 John 3:2
“Beloved, we are God’s children now, 

and what we will be has not yet ap-
peared; but we know that when he 
appears we shall be like him, be-
cause we shall see him as he is.” 













What is the aim of this series?

The difference between believers and 
unbelievers as to knowledge is not so much in 
the matter of their knowledge as in the manner 
of their knowing.

~John Owen, The Mortification of Sin, in Overcoming Sin and Temptation, 
ed. Kelly Kapic and Justin Taylor, 117.  Wheaton: Crossway Books, 
2006.



Text In Question of the Week

Will you share a story about a time when you did 
something because it “felt right,” 

but then it TOTALLY didn’t work out? 

Text/Email to Cor@hopecc.com



WEEK #1: Do you want God for God?

How are you getting filled?

“Thou hast formed us for Thyself, and our hearts are restless 
till they find rest in thee.” 

~Augustine of Hippo, 354-430



WEEK #2



Week #3: Five Personal Pictures 
of the Holy Spirit

1. The Spirit speaks
2. The Spirit bears witness
3. The Spirit teaches/reminds
4. The Spirit hears
5. The Spirit helps/intercedes



“
Our Mistake!

The primary “learning” here is not about how to act…it is 
who we are in our thoughts, feelings, dispositions, and 

choices – in the inner life – that counts.  Profound 
transformation there is the only thing that can definitely 

conquer outward evil.  It is very hard to keep this straight.  
Love, we hear, is patient and kind (1 Corinthians 13:4).  Then 
we mistakenly try to be loving by acting patiently and kindly 

– and quickly fail.

Dallas Willard
Renovation of the Heart ”



Romans 12:9-18

9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is 
evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 
Love one another with brotherly 
affection. Outdo one another in 
showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful 
in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13 
Contribute to the needs of the saints 
and seek to show hospitality. 14 Bless 
those who persecute you; bless and 
do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with 
those who rejoice, weep with those 
who weep. 16 Live in harmony with 
one another. Do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly. Never be 
wise in your own sight. 17 Repay no 
one evil for evil, but give thought to 
do what is honorable in the sight of 
all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends 
on you, live peaceably with all. 

Week #4: The Holy Spirit is Essential
Colossians 3:12-17

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, 
holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience, 13 bearing 
with one another and, if one has a 
complaint against another, 
forgiving each other; as the Lord 
has forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive. 14 And above all these put 
on love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. 15 
And let the peace of Christ rule in 
your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in one body. And be 
thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God. 
17 And whatever you do, in word 
or deed, do everything in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him. 

1 Peter 1:13-19

13 Therefore, preparing your 
minds for action, and being 
sober-minded, set your hope 
fully on the grace that will be 
brought to you at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient 
children, do not be conformed 
to the passions of your former 
ignorance, 15 but as he who 
called you is holy, you also be 
holy in all your conduct, 16 
since it is written, “You shall be 
holy, for I am holy.” 17 And if 
you call on him as Father who 
judges impartially according to 
each one’s deeds, conduct 
yourselves with fear throughout 
the time of your exile, 18 
knowing that you were 
ransomed from the futile ways 
inherited from your forefathers, 
not with perishable things such 
as silver or gold, 19 but with the 
precious blood of Christ, like 
that of a lamb without blemish 
or spot. 



Week #4: The Holy Spirit is Essential

Galatians 3:11

“The righteous shall live by faith.” 



Live by faith in the Spirit

A day in the life of Cor



Live by faith in the Spirit

A day in the life of Cor

“Does the Spirit actually speak 
regarding tacos?”



This Week: The Inner Life



This Week: The Inner Life
Our Thoughts



The Challenge!

Isaiah 55:8-9

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 

ways my ways, declares the Lord. 9For as the heavens are 

higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 

and my thoughts than your thoughts. 



The Challenge!

Hosea 4:6, 14

“My people are destroyed for a lack of knowledge…a people 

without understanding comes to ruin.”



The Challenge!

“That our idea of God corresponds as nearly as possible to 
the true being of God is of immense importance to us.  Our 

real idea of God may lie buried under the rubbish of 
conventional religious notions and may require an intelligent 

and vigorous search before it is finally unearthed and 
exposed for what it is.  Only after an ordeal of painful self-
probing are we likely to discover what we actually believe 

about God.”

A.W. Tozer 
The Knowledge of the Holy



”“
The Challenge!

“Ideas are so pervasive and essential to how we think about 
and how we approach life that we often do not even know 

they are there or understand when and how they are at work 
(in movies, music, politics, commercials, etc.)…Ideas are 

never capable of definition or precise 
specification…Therefore, it is extremely difficult for most 

people to recognize which ideas are governing their life and 
how those ideas are governing their life.

Dallas Willard
Renovation of the Heart



“Set Your Mind”
Romans 8:5-8

5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on 

the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 

Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6For to set 

the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 

Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh 

is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, 

it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 



“The Mind Set on the Flesh”
Romans 8:5-8

5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on 

the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 

Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6For to set 

the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 

Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh 

is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, 

it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 



“The Mind Set on the Flesh”
Romans 8:5-8

5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on 

the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 

Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6For to set 

the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 

Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh 

is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, 

it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 



Unsubmissive, Hostile, Dead
“Satan hit Eve with the idea that God could not be trusted 
and that she must act on her own to secure her own well 

being.  This is the basic idea back of all temptation: God is 
presented as depriving us by his commands of what is good, 

so we think we must take matters into our own hands and 
act contrary to what he has said.”

Dallas Willard
Renovation of the Heart



Unsubmissive, Hostile, Dead

“We have come to believe in the voices that call us worthless 
and unlovable, then success, popularity, and power are 

easily perceived as attractive solutions.” 

~Henri Nouwen, Life of the Beloved



Unsubmissive, Hostile, Dead

“When I think back to situations in my life I truly regret – it is 
those times that I have intentionally pushed God to the back 

burner and said, ‘I’m going to do it my way this time.’”



“The Mind Set on the Flesh”
Romans 8:5-8

5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on 

the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 

Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6For to set 

the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 

Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh 

is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, 

it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 



“The Mind Set on the Spirit”
Romans 8:5-8

5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on 

the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 

Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6For to set 

the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 

Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh 

is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, 

it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 



“The Mind Set on the Spirit”
“The first fruit of love is the musing of the mind upon God.  

He who is in love, his thoughts are ever upon the object…By 
this we may test our love to God.  What are our thoughts 

most upon?...Oh, how far are they from being lovers of God, 
who scarcely ever think of God!  A sinner crowds God out of 

his thoughts.”

Thomas Watson, English preacher and 
author



Welcome to 
Hope!

Pamela Lebert–11
Camila Lebert–9

Sebastian Lebert–7
Samantha Lebert–5

Born in Colombia, arriving home 
to the United States

May 21st, 2010

adopted by

Ed & Amanda Lebert



Respond to the Challenge!

“That our idea of God corresponds as nearly as possible to 
the true being of God is of immense importance to us.  Our 

real idea of God may lie buried under the rubbish of 
conventional religious notions and may require an intelligent 

and vigorous search before it is finally unearthed and 
exposed for what it is.  Only after an ordeal of painful self-
probing are we likely to discover what we actually believe 

about God.”



Respond to the Challenge!

“That our idea of God corresponds as nearly as possible to 
the true being of God is of immense importance to us.  Our 

real idea of God may lie buried under the rubbish of 
conventional religious notions and may require an intelligent 

and vigorous search before it is finally unearthed and 
exposed for what it is.  Only after an ordeal of painful self-
probing are we likely to discover what we actually believe 

about God.”



How do you produce godly thinking?

Pray about everything. Bible study/journal. Talk 
to christian friends. Get enough sleep. Don't 

accept thoughts that don't line up with the bibl



How do you produce godly thinking?

I am not sure I have too many means to produce right 
thinking but it has occurred to me that we must put good 

things into our minds, The Word, wholesome conversation, 
clean entertainment, music that exalts the Savior, looking on 

things that are not filthy...We WILL think. Try not thinking 
sometime. It is impossible. So we should have in our minds 

good things on which to think. 



How do you produce godly thinking?

I take a nap - serious! Sometimes when I'm 
feeling worn out & struggling with purity in 
my thought life sometimes taking a nap shuts 
my conscious mind down & when I wake up I can 

focus on other things. 



How do you produce godly thinking?

Isolation can be one of the most powerful deterrents to God-
centered thoughts. Too many thoughts cycle through your 

head without direction. Sometimes this makes it hard even to 
turn to scripture because of the mental work needed to seek 
after God's thoughts. Seeking God's thoughts comes easiest 

when I discuss what's eating me with someone else.



How do you produce godly thinking?

“Unless I am convicted by Scripture and plain reason – I do 
not accept the authority of popes and councils, for they have 

contradicted each other – my conscience is captive to the 
Word of God.  I cannot and will not recant anything, for to 

go against conscience is neither right nor safe.  God help me.  
Amen.”

Martin Luther



How do you produce godly thinking?



Life and Peace 
(Zihautanejo)…forever!

1 John 3:2
“Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will 

be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he 
appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him 

as he is.” 



Psalm 16:9

“I have set the Lord continually before me.”

Will you set the Lord 

continually before your thoughts?
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