


Goodbye, Old Friend…





Welcome to the 
Church in 
Corinth:

The Bridezilla 
of Christ!
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Corinthians with:

#1 – The Collection for God’s People
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#2 – Paul’s love for them



1 Corinthians 16:5-24
5After I go through Macedonia, I will come to you—for I will be 
going through Macedonia.  6Perhaps I will stay with you awhile, 
or even spend the winter, so that you can help me on my journey, 

wherever I go.  7I do not want to see you now and make only a 
passing visit; I hope to spend some time with you, if the Lord 

permits.  8But I will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, 9because a 
great door for effective work has opened to me, and there are 

many who oppose me.



1 Corinthians 16:5-24
10If Timothy comes, see to it that he has nothing to fear while he is 
with you, for he is carrying on the work of the Lord, just as I am.  
11No one, then, should refuse to accept him. Send him on his way 
in peace so that he may return to me. I am expecting him along 

with the brothers.

12Now about our brother Apollos: I strongly urged him to go to 
you with the brothers. He was quite unwilling to go now, but he 

will go when he has the opportunity.



1 Corinthians 16:5-24
13Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of courage; be 

strong. 14 Do everything in love. 

15You know that the household of Stephanas were the first 
converts in Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the 

service of the saints. I urge you, brothers, 16to submit to such as 
these and to everyone who joins in the work, and labors at it.  17I 

was glad when Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus arrived, 
because they have supplied what was lacking from you.  18For 

they refreshed my spirit and yours also. Such men deserve 
recognition.



1 Corinthians 16:5-24
19The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila 

and Priscilla greet you warmly in the Lord, and so does the 
church that meets at their house.  20All the brothers here send you 

greetings. Greet one another with a holy kiss.



1 Corinthians 16:5-24
21I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. 

22If anyone does not love the Lord—a curse be on him.
Come, O Lord! 

23The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. 
24My love to all of you in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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1 Corinthians 16:21-24
21I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. 

22If anyone does not love the Lord—a curse be on him.
Come, O Lord! 

23The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. 
24My love to all of you in Christ Jesus.  Amen.



The End is near!
3.  P.S. – I Love You

John 3:16-18
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  
17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but to save the world through him.  18Whoever believes in 
him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 

condemned already because he has not believed in the name of 
God’s one and only Son.



The End is near!
3.  P.S. – I Love You

1 Corinthians 16:21-24
21I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. 

22If anyone does not love the Lord—a curse be on him.
Come, O Lord! 

23The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. 
24My love to all of you in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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10 issues Paul has to bring up

• Divisions among the leadership

• A man is having an affair with 
his stepmother

• There are many in the church 
who think this is great!  

“Freedom in Christ” is their 
mantra

• The rich and sophisticated are 
taking advantage of others, even 

taking each other to court
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Corinth: The People in the 
church

10 issues Paul has to bring up

• Some like to visit prostitutes in 
the pagan temples

• Others say anything enjoyable 
is sin, so they abstain from all 

things pleasurable, even marital 
sex

• Big debates about how to be 
involved with their pagan 

religious background
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Corinth: The People in the 
church

10 issues Paul has to bring up

•Worship was an absolute mess –
disorder, cultural issues 

regarding men and women, and 
people getting drunk on the 

communion wine!

• The Spiritual Gifts of God are 
present, but it is charismania and 

absolute bedlam in their 
meetings

• Some people in the church 
actually believe that Jesus did not 

bodily raise from the dead.



How Paul deals with all of this…
“Let ‘em have it, Paul!!”



1 Corinthians 1:4-9
4 I always thank God for you because of his grace given you 
in Christ Jesus. 5 For in him you have been enriched in every 

way—in all your speaking and in all your knowledge— 6 

because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you. 7 

Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly 
wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 He will keep 
you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the 

day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God, who has called you into 
fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.



2 Corinthians 1:23-2:4
23I call God as my witness that it was in order to spare you that I 
did not return to Corinth.  24Not that we lord it over your faith, 

but we work with you for your joy, because it is by faith you 
stand firm. 1So I made up my mind that I would not make 

another painful visit to you.  2For if I grieve you, who is left to 
make me glad but you whom I have grieved?  3I wrote as I did so 

that when I came I should not be distressed by those who ought to 
make me rejoice.  I had confidence in all of you, that you would 

all share my joy.  4For I wrote you out of great distress and 
anguish of heart and with many tears, not to grieve you but to let 

you know the depth of my love for you. 
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BQ: How do you become that kind of 
leader, that loves hard to love people?

BA: The Gospel of Jesus!



2 Corinthians 5:14-17
14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are 

convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15 

And he died for all, that those who live should no longer 
live for themselves but for him who died for them and 
was raised again.  16 So from now on we regard no one 

from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded 
Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has 

gone, the new has come!
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How to look at others

Jesus teaches us to look at people the way he 
looks at people:

• Image Bearers of Him
• Lost and Confused or

• Found and Working out their salvation

Our Culture says: “Look at 
the accomplishments, the 

outward appearance”
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CHURCHIANITY SAYS:
• “I’m better than you”
• “Don’t they know that 

isn’t how Christians 
should act?”

• “These people are giving 
me, and my church a bad 

name!”
• Not worth my time, and 
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CHRISTIANITY SAYS
• All people matter to God
• I am to love because 
Jesus loves even me

• The depths of the gospel 
cover even me!!  (Yes, I 

am that “wretch” that was 
written about in Amazing 

Grace)

•Repent of Moralism, 
Religiosity

• Come to Jesus

LOVE
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Religion says, if I obey, God will love me.
Gospel says, because God loves me, I can obey.

Religion has good people & bad people.
Gospel has only repentant and unrepentant people.

Religion values a birth family.
Gospel values a new birth.

Religion depends on what I do.
Gospel depends on what Jesus has done.
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Religion claims that sanctification justifies me.
Gospel claims that justification enables sanctification.

Religion has the goal to get from God.
Gospel has the goal to get God.

Religion sees hardships as punishment for sin.
Gospel sees hardship as sanctified affliction.

Religion is about me.
Gospel is about Jesus.
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Mark Driscoll’s 12 keys to understanding the 
difference between Religion and Gospel

Religion believes appearing as a good person is the key. 
Gospel believes that being honest is the key.

Religion has an uncertainty of standing before God. 
Gospel has certainty based upon Jesus’ work.

Religion sees Jesus as the means.
Gospel sees Jesus as the end.

Religion ends in pride or despair.
Gospel ends in humble joy.



Application:

How do you need to  respond to 
Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians?


	CiC44

