
          

1 Corinthians 15:35-58
35But someone may ask, “How are the dead raised?  With 

what kind of body will they come?” 36How foolish!  
What you sow does not come to life unless it dies.  
37When you sow, you do not plant the body that will 
be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something 

else.  38But God gives it a body as he has determined, 
and to each kind of seed he gives its own body.  39All flesh 

is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals have 
another, birds another and fish another.  40There are also 

heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the 
splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and 
the splendor of the earthly bodies is another.  41The 
sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another 
and the stars another; and star differs from star in 
splendor. 

42So will it be with the resurrection of the dead.  The 
body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperish-

able; 43it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is 
sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44it is sown a 

natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. 
If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.  45So 
it is written: “The first man Adam became a living being” 

[Genesis 2:7]; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit.  46The 
spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after 

that the spiritual.  47The first man was of the dust of 
the earth, the second man from heaven.  48As was the 
earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and 
as is the man from heaven, so also are those who are 

of heaven.  49And just as we have borne the likeness 
of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the 

man from heaven. 
50I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot 

inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable 
inherit the imperishable.  51Listen, I tell you a mystery: 

We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52in 
a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  
For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we will be changed.  53For the 

perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, 
and the mortal with immortality.  54When the perishable 

has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal 
with immortality, then the saying that is written will come 
true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” [Isaiah 

25:8]

55“Where, O death, is your victory? 
Where, O death, is your sting?” [Hosea 13:14]

56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the 
law.  57But thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
58Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm.  Let nothing 

move you.  Always give yourselves fully to the work of 
the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord 

is not in vain.
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 Proof #1 – Seeds

 Proof #2 – Creation

3.  Okay, what will this “resurrected body” be 
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Message Notes Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)The Resurrection pt 4 (Our Future Body)







The Resurrection:

It’s not just for Easter anymore!



1 Corinthians 15:1-4
1Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I 

preached to you, which you received and on which you 
have taken your stand.  2By this gospel you are saved, if 

you hold firmly to the word I preached to you.  
Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 

3For what I received I passed on to you as of first 
importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the 

third day according to the Scriptures…



1 Corinthians 15:12-13, 17-19
12But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the 

dead, how can some of you say that there is no 
resurrection of the dead?  13If there is no resurrection of the 

dead, then not even Christ has been raised…

17And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you 
are still in your sins.  18Then those also who have fallen 

asleep in Christ are lost.  19If only for this life we have hope 
in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.



IF THERE IS NO RESURRECTION

THEN:  Christ is not raised

Preaching (Message) is useless

Your faith is useless

Paul and others are false witnesses

Faith is futile

You are still in your sins

Those who have died are lost



1 Corinthians 15:20
20But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the 

firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep…



1 Corinthians 15:35-58
35But someone may ask, “How are the dead raised?  With what 

kind of body will they come?” 36How foolish!  What you sow does 
not come to life unless it dies.  37When you sow, you do not plant 

the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of 
something else.  38But God gives it a body as he has determined, 
and to each kind of seed he gives its own body.  39All flesh is not 

the same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds 
another and fish another.  40There are also heavenly bodies and 

there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies 
is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another.  
41The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the 

stars another; and star differs from star in splendor.



1 Corinthians 15:35-58
42So will it be with the resurrection of the dead.  The body that is 

sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; 43it is sown in 
dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in 

power; 44it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. 
If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.  45So it is 
written: “The first man Adam became a living being” [Genesis 
2:7]; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit.  46The spiritual did not 

come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual.  47The first 
man was of the dust of the earth, the second man from heaven.  

48As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as 
is the man from heaven, so also are those who are of heaven.  
49And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so 

shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven.



1 Corinthians 15:35-58
50I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  
51Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all 

be changed— 52in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we will be changed.  53For the perishable must 
clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with 

immortality.  54When the perishable has been clothed with the 
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying 

that is written will come true:

“Death has been swallowed up in victory.” [Isaiah 25:8]

55“Where, O death, is your victory? 
Where, O death, is your sting?”[Hosea 13:14]



1 Corinthians 15:35-58
56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  57But 

thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

58Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm.  Let nothing move you.  
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you 

know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.



What is the driving motivation 
for the Christian in life?



1.  You gotta be kidding me!
Resurrection from the dead!?!?!



1.  You gotta be kidding me!
Resurrection from the dead!?!?!

1 Corinthians 15:35-36a
35But someone may ask, “How are the dead raised?  With what 

kind of body will they come?”  36How foolish!



Resurrection???  Really??
(from the culture at the time)



Resurrection???  Really??
(from the culture at the time)

Acts 17:29-32
29 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think 
that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image 

made by man’s design and skill.  30In the past God overlooked 
such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent.  31For he has set a day when he will judge the world with 

justice by the man he has appointed.  He has given proof of this to 
all men by raising him from the dead.”  32When they heard about 

the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but others 
said, “We want to hear you again on this subject.” 



Resurrection???  Really??
(from the religious thinkers at the time)



Resurrection???  Really??
(from the religious thinkers at the time)

Acts 23:6-10
6Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others 
Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin, “My brothers, I am a Pharisee, 

the son of a Pharisee. I stand on trial because of my hope in the 
resurrection of the dead.”  7When he said this, a dispute broke out 
between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was 

divided.  8(The Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, and that 
there are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees acknowledge them 
all.)  9There was a great uproar, and some of the teachers of the law who 

were Pharisees stood up and argued vigorously. “We find nothing 
wrong with this man,” they said. “What if a spirit or an angel has 

spoken to him?”  10The dispute became so violent that the commander 
was afraid Paul would be torn to pieces by them.



For the early church… Priceless!



For the early church… Priceless!

Philippians 3:10-11
I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 
fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his 

death, and so, somehow, to attain to the
resurrection from the dead.



2.  No way!  How could God do that?



2.  No way!  How could God do that?

1 Corinthians 15:36b-41
What you sow does not come to life unless it dies.  37When you 

sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, 
perhaps of wheat or of something else.  38But God gives it a body 
as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own 
body.  39All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, 

animals have another, birds another and fish another.  40There are 
also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the 

splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of 
the earthly bodies is another.  41The sun has one kind of splendor, 
the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star 

in splendor. 



2.  No way!  How could God do that?
a.  SEEDS

1 Corinthians 15:36b-41
What you sow does not come to life unless it dies.  37When you 

sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, 
perhaps of wheat or of something else.  38But God gives it a body 
as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own 
body.  39All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, 

animals have another, birds another and fish another.  40There are 
also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the 

splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of 
the earthly bodies is another.  41The sun has one kind of splendor, 
the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star 

in splendor. 









2.  No way!  How could God do that?
b.  THE REST OF CREATION

1 Corinthians 15:36b-41
What you sow does not come to life unless it dies.  37When you 

sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, 
perhaps of wheat or of something else.  38But God gives it a body 
as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own 
body.  39All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, 

animals have another, birds another and fish another.  40There are 
also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the 

splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of 
the earthly bodies is another.  41The sun has one kind of splendor, 
the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star 

in splendor. 





3.  What will this “resurrected body” be like?



3.  What will this “resurrected body” be like?

1 Corinthians 15:42-49
42So will it be with the resurrection of the dead.  The body that is 

sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; 43it is sown in 
dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in 

power; 44it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. 
If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.  45So it is 
written: “The first man Adam became a living being” [Genesis 
2:7]; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit.  46The spiritual did not 

come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual.  47The first 
man was of the dust of the earth, the second man from heaven.  

48As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as 
is the man from heaven, so also are those who are of heaven.  
49And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so 

shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven. 



The physical body is sown …
in a state of corruptibility

in dishonor
in weakness

a natural body

The resurrection body is raised …
in a state of incorruptibility

in glory
in power

a spiritual body



The fact that our new bodies will be “imperishable” means that 
they will not wear out or grow old or ever be subject to any kind 

of sickness or disease. They will be completely healthy and strong 
forever. Moreover, since the gradual process of aging is part of the 
process by which our bodies now are subject to “corruption,” it is 
appropriate to think that our resurrection bodies will have no sign 
of aging, but will have the characteristics of youthful but mature 
manhood or womanhood forever. There will be no evidence of 

disease or injury, for all will be made perfect.4

4The fact that the scars of Jesus’ nail prints remained on his hands 
is a special case to remind us of the price he paid for our 

redemption, and it should not be taken as an indication that any 
of our scars from physical injuries will remain…

%23_ftn1
%23_ftnref


Our resurrection bodies will show the fulfillment of God’s perfect 
wisdom in creating us as human beings who are the pinnacle of his 

creation and the appropriate bearers of his likeness and image. In these 
resurrection bodies we will clearly see humanity as

God intended it to be.

Paul also says our bodies will be raised “in glory.” When this term is 
contrasted with “dishonor,” as it is here, there is a suggestion of the 
beauty or the attractiveness of appearance that our bodies will have. 
They will no longer be “dishonorable” or unattractive, but will look 
“glorious” in their beauty. Moreover, because the word “glory” is so 

frequently used in Scripture of the bright shining radiance that 
surrounds the presence of God himself, this term suggests that there 

will also be a kind of brightness or radiance surrounding our bodies that 
will be an appropriate outward evidence of the position of exaltation 

and rule over all creation that God has given to us.

~ Wayne A. Grudem, Systematic Theology : An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine, 831 (Leicester, 
England;  Grand Rapids, Mich.: Inter-Varsity Press;  Zondervan Pub. House, 1994).





4.  What we are looking forward to



4.  What we are looking forward to

1 Corinthians 15:50-53
50I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  
51Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all 

be changed— 52in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we will be changed.  53For the perishable must 
clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with 

immortality. 



2 Corinthians 4:16-5:4
16Therefore we do not lose heart.  Though outwardly we are 

wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  
17For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an 

eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  18So we fix our eyes not 
on what is seen, but on what is unseen.  For what is seen is 

temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.   1Now we know that if 
the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from 

God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands.  
2Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly 
dwelling, 3because when we are clothed, we will not be found 

naked.  4For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, 
because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with 

our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be
swallowed up by life. 



5.  Death be Damned!



5.  Death be Damned!

1 Corinthians 15:54-57
54When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, 
and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written 

will come true:

“Death has been swallowed up in victory.” [Isaiah 25:8]

55“Where, O death, is your victory? 
Where, O death, is your sting?” [Hosea 13:14]

56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  57But 
thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through

our Lord Jesus Christ.







5.  Death be Damned!

1 Corinthians 15:54-57
54When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, 
and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written 

will come true:

“Death has been swallowed up in victory.” [Isaiah 25:8]

55“Where, O death, is your victory? 
Where, O death, is your sting?” [Hosea 13:14]

56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  57But 
thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through

our Lord Jesus Christ.



6.  So, what difference does this
make for us now?



6.  So, what difference does this
make for us now?

1 Corinthians 15:58
58Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm.  Let nothing move you.  
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you 

know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.



“Are you packing for the trip?”
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