
          

Isaiah 57:1-6
1The righteous perish, and no one ponders it in his heart; devout 

men are taken away, and no-one understands that the righteous 
are taken away to be spared from evil.  2Those who walk 
uprightly enter into peace; they find rest as they lie in death.  
3“But you—come here, you sons of a sorceress, you offspring 
of adulterers and prostitutes!  4Whom are you mocking?  At 

whom do you sneer and stick out your tongue?  Are you not a 
brood of rebels, the offspring of liars?  5You burn with lust among 

the oaks and under every spreading tree; you sacrifice your children 
in the ravines and under the overhanging crags.  6The idols among 

the smooth stones of the ravines are your portion; they, they are 
your lot.  Yes, to them you have poured out drink offerings and 

offered grain offerings.  In the light of these things, should 
I relent?

Isaiah 57:14-19
14And it will be said: “Build up, build up, prepare the road!  

Remove the obstacles out of the way of my people.”  15For 
this is what the high and lofty One says—he who lives for 

ever, whose name is holy: “I live in a high and holy place, but 
also with him who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the 

spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.  16I will not 
accuse for ever, nor will I always be angry, for then the spirit of man 
would grow faint before me—the breath of man that I have created.  17I 
was enraged by his sinful greed; I punished him, and hid my face in 

anger, yet he kept on in his willful ways.  18I have seen his ways, but 
I will heal him; I will guide him and restore comfort to him, 19creat-

ing praise on the lips of the mourners in Israel.  Peace, peace, to 
those far and near,”  says the LORD.  “And I will heal them.”

Romans 3:25-26
25God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith 
in his blood.  He did this to demonstrate his justice, because 

in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand 
unpunished— 26he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present 

time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have 
faith in Jesus.

Luke 18:31-34
31Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are going up 

to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets 
about the Son of Man will be fulfilled.  32He will be turned 
over to the Gentiles.  They will mock him, insult him, spit on 
him, flog him and kill him.  33On the third day he will rise 
again.”  34The disciples did not understand any of this.  Its 

meaning was hidden from them, and they did not know what 
he was talking about.  

Luke 23:11, 32-41
11Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him.  Dressing 

him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate… 32Two other 
men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed.  

33When they came to the place called the Skull, there they cruci-
fied him, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other 
on his left.  34Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not 
know what they are doing.”  And they divided up his clothes 
by casting lots.  35The people stood watching, and the rulers 
even sneered at him.  They said, “He saved others; let him 
save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.”  36The 

soldiers also came up and mocked him.  They offered him wine 
vinegar 37and said, “If you are the king

 of the Jews, save yourself.”  38There was a written notice above 
him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.  39One of the 

criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the 
Christ?  Save yourself and us!”  40But the other criminal rebuked 
him.  “Don’t you fear God,”  he said, “since you are under the 

same sentence?  41We are punished justly, for we are getting what 
our deeds deserve.  But this man has done nothing wrong.”

Romans 5:8
8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.

Introduction – “That’s just wrong...”

A look at last week on the Fall and the Manger
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Genesis 6:5-8, 13-14

The Incarnation: A Biblical Theology of Christ-
mas week two - The Flood and The Manger

1.  God is Just.  Period.

2.  And yet, His justice is complicated...
Genesis 9:8-13

3.  Mocking God!!
Isaiah 57:1-6

4.  God mocked...Justice?  Yes, and Love!?!?!
Isaiah 57:14-21

5.  God’s Love is NOT inconsistent with God’s 
Justice!
Romans 3:25-26

6.  The Crazy Love of God!!  Christ took on 
mocking to bring you to himself!!
Luke 18:31-34

Luke 23:11, 32-41

Romans 5:8

A.W. Tozer - The Knowledge of the Holy (p. 94-95)

Application – Do you savor the manger?

___________________________________________________
Genesis 6:13-14
13So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, 
for the earth is filled with violence because of them.  I am 
surely going to destroy both them and the earth.  14So make 
yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it 
with pitch inside and out.  

Genesis 9:8-11
8Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 9“I now 
establish my covenant with you and with your descendants 
after you 10and with every living creature that was with 
you—the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all 
those that came out of the ark with you—every living creature 
on earth.  11I establish my covenant with you: Never again 
will all life be cut off by the waters of a flood; never again will 
there be a flood to destroy the earth.”

Message Notes Scripture Passages
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The Incarnation:
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Week One: The Fall and The Manger



The Fall of Man, Hendrik Goltzius 1616 - National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C., USA



A Detailed look @ what went wrong!



A Children’s Story…







Genesis 6:14
14“Make yourself an 
ark of cypress wood; 
make rooms in it and 

coat it with pitch 
inside and out.”





A Children’s Story?

Genesis 6:5-8
5The LORD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and 
that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.  

6The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was 
filled with pain.  7So the LORD said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have 

created, from the face of the earth—men and animals, and creatures that move 
along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am grieved that I have made 

them.” 8But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.

Genesis 6:13-14
13So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is 
filled with violence because of them.  I am surely going to destroy both them 
and the earth.  14Make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and 

coat it with pitch inside and out.



A Children’s Story?

Genesis 6:5-8
5The LORD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had 
become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil all the time.  6The LORD was grieved that he had 

made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain.  7So the 
LORD said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the 

face of the earth—men and animals, and creatures that move 
along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am grieved that I 

have made them.”  8But Noah found favor in the
eyes of the LORD.



A Children’s Story?

Genesis 6:6-8
5The LORD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and 
that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.  

6The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was 
filled with pain.  7So the LORD said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have 

created, from the face of the earth—men and animals, and creatures that move 
along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am grieved that I have made 

them.” 8But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.

Genesis 6:13-14
13So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is 
filled with violence because of them.  I am surely going to destroy both them 
and the earth.  14Make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and 

coat it with pitch inside and out.
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Week One: The Flood and The Manger



The Flood and The Manger
1.  God is Just.  Period.



The Flood and The Manger
2.  And yet, his justice is very complicated…



The Flood and The Manger
2.  And yet, his justice is very complicated…

Genesis 9:8-13
8Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 9”I now 

establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after 
you 10and with every living creature that was with you—the 

birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came 
out of the ark with you—every living creature on earth.  11I 

establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be cut off 
by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to 
destroy the earth.” 12And God said, “This is the sign of the 

covenant I am making between me and you and every living 
creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: 13I have 

set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the 
covenant between me and the earth.”





The Flood and The Manger
3. Mocking God!!

Isaiah 57:1-6
1The righteous perish, and no one ponders it in his heart; devout 
men are taken away, and no one understands that the righteous 

are taken away to be spared from evil.  2Those who walk 
uprightly enter into peace; they find rest as they lie in death.  

3“But you—come here, you sons of a sorceress, you offspring of 
adulterers and prostitutes!  4Whom are you mocking?  At whom 
do you sneer and stick out your tongue?  Are you not a brood of 

rebels, the offspring of liars?  5You burn with lust among the oaks 
and under every spreading tree; you sacrifice your children in the 
ravines and under the overhanging crags.  6The idols among the 

smooth stones of the ravines are your portion; they, they are your 
lot.  Yes, to them you have poured out drink offerings and offered 

grain offerings.  In the light of these things, should I relent?”







The Flood and The Manger
4.  God Mocked…Justice?  Yes, and Love!!



The Flood and The Manger
4.  God Mocked…Justice?  Yes, and Love?!?!?

Isaiah 57:14-19
14And it will be said: “Build up, build up, prepare the road!  Remove the 
obstacles out of the way of my people.”  15For this is what the high and 
lofty One says—he who lives for ever, whose name is holy: “I live in a 

high and holy place, but also with him who is contrite and lowly in 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the 

contrite.  16I will not accuse for ever, nor will I always be angry, for then 
the spirit of man would grow faint before me—the breath of man that I 
have created.  17I was enraged by his sinful greed; I punished him, and 
hid my face in anger, yet he kept on in his willful ways.  18I have seen 
his ways, but I will heal him; I will guide him and restore comfort to 

him, 19creating praise on the lips of the mourners in Israel.  Peace, peace, 
to those far and near,”  says the LORD.  “And I will heal them.”







The Flood and The Manger
5.  God’s Love is NOT inconsistent with God’s Justice



The Flood and The Manger
5.  God’s Love is NOT inconsistent with God’s Justice

Romans 3:25-26
25 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in 

his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his 
forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand 

unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present 
time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have 

faith in Jesus.



The Flood and The Manger
6.  The Crazy Love of God!

Christ took on mocking to bring you to himself!!



GRÜNEWALD, Matthias The Mocking of Christ (detail) 1503
Oil on pine panel   Alte Pinakothek, Munic



The Flood and The Manger
6.  The Crazy Love of God!

Christ took on mocking to bring you to himself!!

GRÜNEWALD, Matthias The Mocking of Christ (detail) 1503
Oil on pine panel   Alte Pinakothek, Munic

Luke 18:31-34
31Jesus took the Twelve aside and told 

them, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and 
everything that is written by the prophets 

about the Son of Man will be fulfilled.  32He 
will be turned over to the Gentiles.  They 

will mock him, insult him, spit on him, flog 
him and kill him.  33On the third day he 
will rise again.” 34The disciples did not 

understand any of this.  Its meaning was 
hidden from them, and they did not know 

what he was talking about.



The Flood and The Manger
6.  The Crazy Love of God!

Christ took on mocking to bring you to himself!!
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Luke 23:11, 32-41
11Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed 
and mocked him.  Dressing him in an 

elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate…    
33When they came to the place called the 

Skull, there they crucified him, along with 
the criminals—one on his right, the other 
on his left.  34Jesus said, “Father, forgive 

them, for they do not know what they are 
doing.” And they divided up his clothes by 
casting lots.  35The people stood watching, 
and the rulers even sneered at him.  They 

said, “He saved others; let him save himself 
if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.”



The Flood and The Manger
6.  The Crazy Love of God!

Christ took on mocking to bring you to himself!!

GRÜNEWALD, Matthias The Mocking of Christ (detail) 1503
Oil on pine panel   Alte Pinakothek, Munic

Luke 23:11, 32-41
36The soldiers also came up and mocked 

him.  They offered him wine vinegar 37and 
said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save 

yourself.” 38There was a written notice 
above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING 
OF THE JEWS.  39One of the criminals who 
hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t 
you the Christ?  Save yourself and us!”
40But the other criminal rebuked him.  

“Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you 
are under the same sentence?  41We are 
punished justly, for we are getting what 

our deeds deserve.  But this man has done 
nothing wrong.”



The Flood and The Manger
6.  The Crazy Love of God!

Christ took on mocking to bring you to himself!!

GRÜNEWALD, Matthias The Mocking of Christ (detail) 1503
Oil on pine panel   Alte Pinakothek, Munic

Romans 5:8
8 But God demonstrates his 

own love for us in this: While 
we were still sinners, Christ 

died for us.



Aiden Wilson Tozer – 1897-
1963



All this seems, but only seems, to destroy the 
hope of justification for the returning sinner. 
The Christian philosopher and saint, Anselm, 

Archbishop of Canterbury, sought a solution to 
the apparent contradiction between the justice 
and the mercy of God. ”How dost Thou spare 

the wicked,” he inquired of God, ”if Thou art all 
just and supremely just?” Then he looked 

straight at God for the answer, for he knew that 
it lies in what God is.



Anselm’s findings may be paraphrased this 
way: God’s being is unitary; it is not composed 

of a number of parts working harmoniously, 
but simply one. There is nothing in His justice 

which forbids the exercise of His mercy. To 
think of God as we sometimes think of a court 

where a kindly judge, compelled by law 
sentences a man to death with tears and 
apologies, is to think in a manner wholly 

unworthy of the true God. God is never at 
cross-purposes with Himself. No attribute of 

God is in conflict with another. 



God’s compassion flows out of His goodness, 
and goodness without justice is not goodness. 

God spares us because He is good, but He could 
not be good if He were not just. When God 

punishes the wicked, Anselm concludes, it is 
just because it is consistent with their deserts; 

and when He spares the wicked it is just 
because it is compatible with His goodness; so 
God does what becomes Him as the supremely 

good God. This is reason seeking to understand, 
not that it may believe but because it already 

believes.





This message of justice discharged and mercy 
operative is more than a pleasant theological 
theory; it announces a fact made necessary by 
our deep human need. Because of our sin we 
are all under sentence of death, a judgment 
which resulted when justice confronted our 

moral situation. When infinite equity 
encountered our chronic and willful in-equity, 
there was violent war between the two, a war 

which God won and must always win. But 
when the penitent sinner casts himself upon 

Christ for salvation, the moral situation is 
reversed. Justice confronts the changed situation 

and pronounces the believing man just.



Thus justice actually goes over to the side of 
God’s trusting children. This is the meaning of 
those daring words of the apostle John: ”If we 

confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.” But God’s justice stands 
forever against the sinner in utter severity. The 
vague and tenuous hope that God is too kind to 
punish the ungodly has become a deadly opiate 

for the consciences of millions. It hushes their 
fears and allows them to practice all pleasant 

forms of iniquity while death draws every day 
nearer and the command to repent goes 

unregarded. As responsible moral beings we 
dare not so trifle with our eternal future.

~ A. W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy, pages 94-95



Application
1. Are you willing to let God be God, in 

all of who He is?

2. Do you savor the manger?
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