
          

1 Corinthians 12:4-7
4There are different kinds of gifts, but the 
same Spirit.  5There are different kinds of 
service, but the same Lord.  6There are 
different kinds of working, but the same 

God works all of them in all men.   7Now 
to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is 

given for the common good.

Ephesians 2:8-10
8For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this not from your-
selves, it is the gift of God— 9not by 

works, so that no one can boast.  10For we 
are God’s workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus to do good works, which God prepared 
in advance for us to do.

1 Corinthians 1:4-9
4I always thank God for you because of 
his grace given you in Christ Jesus.  5For 
in him you have been enriched in every 
way—in all your speaking and in all 

your knowledge— 6because our testimony 
about Christ was confirmed in you.  7There-

fore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you 
eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be 

revealed.  8He will keep you strong to the 
end, so that you will be blameless on the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9God, who 
has called you into fellowship with his 

Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.

Introduction – “You want diversity… 
  Get to know someone”

1.  We are all very different, and yet, have 
incredible unity in Christ

a.  Different Kinds of Gifts, Same Spirit       
     (1 Corinthians 12:4)

Ephesians 2:8-10

1 Corinthians 1:4-9

b.  Different Kinds of Service , 
      Same Lord Jesus Christ
      (1 Corinthians 12:5

c.  Different Kinds of Activities of Work, 
      Same Father
      (1 Corinthians 12:6)

2.  The Best Definition of Spiritual Gifts Ever 
Given! (1 Corinthians 12:7)

a.  Now to each one

b.  The Manifestation of the Spirit

c.  Is Given

d.  For the Common Good

Application – “Do you appreciate what God has  
 done in your life?  How about others?”

Message Notes Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)“Spiritual Gifts-part 2 (Unity in Diversity)”





You want 
diversity?

Got to know 
someone!

~ Bart Carey



OF CORINTH

PART 4:
FREEDOM!

~ What is it?

~ How Do We Get 
it?

~ How Do We 
Preserve it?



Honoring God Reverently…
and Relevantly



…an eight week study of 1 Corinthians 12-14 
discovering God’s desire for you and the church!



God is a Trinity



God is a Trinity
1. God is three persons.

2. Each person is fully God.
3. There is one God.





The mystery of the Trinity
John 14:15-17, 22-23

15“If you love me, you will obey what I command.  16And I will 
ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with 
you forever— 17the Spirit of truth.  The world cannot accept him, 

because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for 
he lives with you and will be in you…

22Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you 
intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?”

23Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My 
Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our 

home with him.



Spiritual Gifts (part one – Jesus is Lord!)

1 Corinthians 12:1-3
1Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to 

be ignorant.  2You know that when you were pagans, 
somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to 

mute idols.  3Therefore I tell you that no one who is 
speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” 

and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,”
except by the Holy Spirit.
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Fourth Possibility ~ A Spiritual Condition

Anathema Jesus

or

Kurios Jesus



“To be able to confess that the 
Jesus of the incarnation, cross, and 

resurrection is truly the Lord, 
especially in the face of a society 
that has lords aplenty, already 

attests the powerful, transforming 
work of the Holy Spirit.  To put 
the matter another way, “Bit if 

anyone does not have the Spirit of 
Christ, he does not belong to 

Him” (Rom 8:9)”

~ D. A. Carson, Showing the Spirit, page 27.



Application Questions:
Through the power of the Holy Spirit:

1.Do you say, “Jesus is Lord?”

2.Do you have a relationship with God
(the Father, Son and Holy Spirit)?

3.   Are you open to whatever God the Holy Spirit will teach, 
change, encourage and give you in these next 8 weeks?



Unity in Grounded in Diversity



1 Corinthians 12:4-7
4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.
5There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.

6There are different kinds of working,
but the same God works all of them in all men.
7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit

is given for the common good. 
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1 Corinthians 12:4-7
4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.
5There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.

6There are different kinds of working,
but the same God works all of them in all men.
7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit

is given for the common good. 

Unity in Grounded in Diversity
1.We are all very different, but have unity in God

a.  Different kinds of Gifts – Same Spirit







Ephesians 2:8-10
8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that 
no one can boast.  10For we are God’s workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance 

for us to do.



1 Corinthians 1:4-9
4I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in 

Christ Jesus.  5For in him you have been enriched in every way—
in all your speaking and in all your knowledge— 6because our 

testimony about Christ was confirmed in you.  7Therefore you do 
not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus 

Christ to be revealed.  8He will keep you strong to the end, so that 
you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9God, 
who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord, is faithful.



“The most striking element of these 
statements [i.e., in vv. 4–6] is the one 

recurring word ‘the same.’ … No one is to 
say that he has more of the Holy Spirit 
because he has more gifts.  The same 

Spirit distributes the small or the large 
gift, not because He favors one Christian 
less or more than another, but because of 
His sovereign purposes.… The Giver, not 
the Gift, is what accomplishes anything.”

~ Spiros Zodhiates, 1 Corinthians vol 12, p. 68-69 



1 Corinthians 12:4-7
4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.
5There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.

6There are different kinds of working,
but the same God works all of them in all men.
7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit

is given for the common good. 

Unity in Grounded in Diversity
1.We are all very different, but have unity in God

b.  Different kinds of service --- Same Lord













Alvin Schmidt, page 197.
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Unity in Grounded in Diversity
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c.  Different kinds of working – same Father





Force = Mass x 
Acceleration



Force = Mass x 
Acceleration

Work = Force x Distance
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“The Triune God loves diversity—
so much so, as someone has 

remarked, that when he sends a 
snowstorm he makes each flake 
different.  We manufacture ice 

cubes.  Doubtless the church is in 
some sense like a mighty army, 

but that does not mean we should 
think of ourselves as 

undifferentiated khaki.  We 
should be more like an orchestra: 
each part making its own unique 

contribution to the symphonic 
harmony.



“Dictators of the right and left 
seek to establish their brand of 

harmony by forcefully imposing 
monotonous sameness, by seeking 

to limit differentiation.  God 
establishes his brand of harmony 
by a lavish grant of highly diverse 

gifts, each contributing to the 
body as a whole.”

~ D. A. Carson, Showing the Spirit, page 32.



Application

Do you appreciate the manifestation of 
the Spirit God has shown through you?

Do you appreciate this in others?
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