
          

1 Corinthians 11:27-34
27Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the 

cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be 
guilty of sinning against the body and blood of 
the Lord.  28A man ought to examine himself 

before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.  
29For anyone who eats and drinks without recogniz-

ing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on 
himself.  30That is why many among you are weak 

and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep.  
31But if we judged ourselves, we would not 
come under judgment. 32 When we are judged 
by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that 
we will not be condemned with the world.  

33So then, my brothers, when you come to-
gether to eat, wait for each other.  34If anyone is 

hungry, he should eat at home, so that when you 
meet together it may not result in judgment.  And 

when I come I will give further directions.

Hebrews 12:1-11
1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 

great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off ev-
erything that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles, and let us run with perseverance 
the race marked out for us.  2Let us fix our eyes 
on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, 

who for the joy set before him endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand 

of the throne of God.  3Consider him who endured 
such opposition from sinful men, so that you will 

not grow weary and lose heart.  4In your struggle 
against sin, you have not yet resisted to the 
point of shedding your blood. 5And you have 
forgotten that word of encouragement that 

addresses you as sons: “My son, do not make 
light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart 

when he rebukes you, 6because the Lord disciplines 
those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts 

as a son.” [Proverbs 3:11,12]  7Endure hardship as 
discipline; God is treating you as sons.  For what 

son is not disciplined by his father?  8If you 
are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes 
discipline), then you are illegitimate children 
and not true sons.  9Moreover, we have all had 
human fathers who disciplined us and we re-

spected them for it. How much more should we 
submit to the Father of our spirits and live!  10Our 

fathers disciplined us for a little while as they 
thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, 

that we may share in his holiness.  11No discipline 
seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, 

however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and 
peace for those who have been trained by it.

Introduction – “Bread and Wine”

Abusing the Lord’s Supper
  Part 1 – Favoritism
  Part 2 – Abusing Jesus by
     1.  Not inviting him
     2.  Having Bad Theology about him

Today’s message:
Abusting the Lord’s Supper Part 3

Not eating Communion in a worthy manner

1.  The seriousness of  mocking Jesus 
(1 Corinthians 11:27)

        a.  Eats and Drinks 

        b.  Unworthy Manner 
 
 
 

        c.  Sin against Jesus’ body & blood 

2.  The Examined Life 
(1 Corinthians 11:28)

3.  The Severity and Kindness of God 
Almighty (1 Corinthians 11:29-32)

        Hebrews 12:1-11

4.  The seriousness of Communion (1 
Corinthians 11:33-34)

Application – “Will you live the 
         examined life?”

Message Notes Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)“Abusing the Lord’s Table - pt 3”





Hope is Pregnant!



OF CORINTH

PART 4:
FREEDOM!

~ What is it?

~ How Do We Get 
it?

~ How Do We 
Preserve it?



Honoring God Reverently…
and Relevantly



What are we trying to do 
when we meet together?



1.  Worship



1.  Worship



1.  Worship



1.  Worship



1.  Worship
REVERENCE 

& 
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Head Coverings for Women (1 Cor 11:2-16)





Abusing the Lord’s Table by Favoritism

1 Corinthians 11:17-22
17In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your 

meetings do more harm than good.  18In the first place, I hear that 
when you come together as a church, there are divisions among 
you, and to some extent I believe it.  19No doubt there have to be 

differences among you to show which of you have God’s 
approval.  20When you come together, it is not the Lord’s Supper 
you eat, 21for as you eat, each of you goes ahead without waiting 

for anybody else.  One remains hungry, another gets drunk.  
22Don’t you have homes to eat and drink in?  Or do you despise 

the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing?  What 
shall I say to you?  Shall I praise you for this?  Certainly not! 



“It is quite clear that when more than nine or ten people came to 
dinner, the poorer or less esteemed guests would be accorded 

space not in the already occupied triclinium [dining area] but in 
the scarcely furnished atrium, which functioned in effect as an 

“overflow” for those who were, in the eyes of the host,
lucky to be included at all….”

~ Anthony C. Thiselton, 
The First Epistle to the Corinthians : 
A Commentary on the Greek Text
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: W.B. Eerdmans, 2000), 860.



Abusing the Lord’s Table by
Not Making it about Jesus

1 Corinthians 11:23-26
23For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The 

Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, 

which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  25In the same 
way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”  26For whenever you eat this bread and 
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.



Where did communion come from?

Mathew 26:26-29
26While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

DUCCIO di Buoninsegna - Last Supper, 1308-11
Tempera on wood, 50 x 53 cm, Museo dell'Opera del Duomo, Siena

body.”  27Then he took the 
cup, gave thanks and offered 
it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it, all of you.  28This is 
my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many 
for the forgiveness of sins.  29I 
tell you, I will not drink of this 
fruit of the vine from now on 
until that day when I drink it 
anew with you in my Father’s 
kingdom.”
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What happened when they crucified him?

1. He took on the guilt of our sin.
2. He was abandoned by the Father (and everyone).

3. He received the wrath of God.
4. He died.
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Abusing the Lord’s Table by
Not eating communion in a worthy manner

1 Corinthians 11:27-34
29For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body 
of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.  30That is why 
many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have 
fallen asleep. 31But if we judged ourselves, we would not come 

under judgment. 32When we are judged by the Lord, we are being 
disciplined so that we will not be condemned with the world. 
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33So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for 
each other. 34If anyone is hungry, he should eat at home, so that 

when you meet together it may not result in judgment.  And 
when I come I will give further directions. 
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Abusing the Lord’s Table by
Not eating communion in a worthy manner

1.  The seriousness of mocking the death of Jesus

1 Corinthians 11:27
27Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord 
in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body 

and blood of the Lord.

• Social Advancement – Favoritism
• Partying without the Guest of Honor (excluding Jesus)

• Bad Theology of Jesus



Summary
Eating in an Unworthy manner is

Living a Relational, Spiritual or Theological

Double Life!



Abusing the Lord’s Table by
Not eating communion in a worthy manner

1.  The seriousness of mocking the death of Jesus

1 Corinthians 11:27
27Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord 
in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body 

and blood of the Lord.

Jesus hates religion!



“The [context] therefore implies not a sacrilege 
against the elements of the Lord’s Supper but 

answerability or being held accountable for the 
sin against Christ of claiming identification with 
him while using the celebration of the meal as an 

occasion for social enjoyment or status 
enhancement without regard to what sharing in 

what the Lord’s Supper proclaims.”

~ Anthony C. Thiselton, The First Epistle to the Corinthians : A Commentary on the 
Greek Text, 890 (Grand Rapids, Mich.: W.B. Eerdmans, 2000).



Abusing the Lord’s Table by
Not eating communion in a worthy manner

2.  The examined life

1 Corinthians 11:28
28A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the

bread and drinks of the cup.
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c. 469 BC–399 BC

“The unexamined life is not worth living.”
~ Socrates - Apology 38a
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1 Corinthians 11:28
28A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the

bread and drinks of the cup.

The Examined Life:

1.Relationally 
2. Spiritually

3. Theologically



Abusing the Lord’s Table by
Not eating communion in a worthy manner

3.  The severity and kindness of Almighty God

1 Corinthians 11:29-32
29For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body 
of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.  30That is why 
many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have 
fallen asleep. 31But if we judged ourselves, we would not come 

under judgment. 32When we are judged by the Lord, we are being 
disciplined so that we will not be condemned with the world. 



Hebrews 12:1-11
1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 

witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that 
so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race 

marked out for us.  2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God.  3Consider him who endured such opposition from 
sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 4In 

your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of 
shedding your blood. 5And you have forgotten that word of 

encouragement that addresses you as sons:



Hebrews 12:1-11
“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline,

and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,
6because the Lord disciplines those he loves,

and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son.”
[Proverbs 3:11,12]



Hebrews 12:1-11
7Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons.  For 

what son is not disciplined by his father?  8If you are not 
disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are 
illegitimate children and not true sons.  9Moreover, we have all 

had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for 
it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits 

and live!  10Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they 
thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may 

share in his holiness.  11No discipline seems pleasant at the time, 
but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of 

righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. 



Abusing the Lord’s Table by
Not eating communion in a worthy manner

4.  The seriousness of communion

1 Corinthians 11:33-34
33So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for 
each other. 34If anyone is hungry, he should eat at home, so that 

when you meet together it may not result in judgment.  And 
when I come I will give further directions. 

. 



Reflective Video is available at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8iwFiUaQ1M
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