
          

1 Corinthians 11:17-22
17In the following directives I have no praise for you, for 

your meetings do more harm than good.  18In the first 
place, I hear that when you come together as a church, 
there are divisions among you, and to some extent 
I believe it.  19No doubt there have to be differences 

among you to show which of you have God’s approval.  
20When you come together, it is not the Lord’s Supper you 

eat, 21for as you eat, each of you goes ahead without wait-
ing for anybody else.  One remains hungry, another gets 

drunk.  22Don’t you have homes to eat and drink in?  
Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate 
those who have nothing?  What shall I say to you?  
Shall I praise you for this?  Certainly not! 

Psalm 149:1-4 
Praise the Lord. Sing to the Lord a new song, his 

praise in the assembly of the saints.  Let Israel rejoice 
in their Maker; let the people of Zion be glad in their 

King. Let them praise his name with dancing and make 
music to him with tambourine and harp. For the Lord takes 
delight in his people; he crowns the humble with salvation.

Isaiah 43:5-6
I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ and to the 

south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ 
Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the 
ends of the earth—everyone who is called by my 
name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed 

and made.

2 Timothy 4:2-5
2Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; 

correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and 
careful instruction.

1 Corinthians 2:4-5
4My message and my preaching were not with wise 
and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of 

the Spirit’s power, 5so that your faith might not rest 
on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power.

Hebrews 10:25
25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the 

habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all 
the more as you see the Day approaching.

Matthew 28:18-20
18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me.  19There-
fore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them ina the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey every-

thing I have commanded you.  And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.”

Colossians 4:5-6
5Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the 

most of every opportunity. 6Let your conversation be 
always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may 

know how to answer everyone.

Introduction – “Whacked out Worship!”

Doing more harm than good
1 Corinthians 11:17

What are we trying to accomplish in a wor-
ship gathering?

1. Worship

2. Teaching

3. Fellowship

4. Outreach

1, 2 = Reverence
3, 4 = Relevance

What harm would look like in each of these
1. Worship
2. Teaching
3. Fellowship
4. Outreach

How your attitude can negate worship
1 Corinthians 11:18-19

The very nature of the gospel is profaned 
by pride
1 Corinthians 11:20-22a

Paul’s displeasure with them
1 Corinthians 11:22b

Application – “Do you come to worship?”

Message Notes Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)“Abusing the Lord’s Table - pt 1”





OF CORINTH

PART 4:
FREEDOM!

~ What is it?

~ How Do We Get 
it?

~ How Do We 
Preserve it?



Honoring God Reverently…
and Relevantly



Hope Community Church Rally Sunday Sermon Topic:

Head Coverings for Women (1 Cor 11:2-16)



1 Corinthians 11:17-22
17In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your 

meetings do more harm than good.  18In the first place, I hear that 
when you come together as a church, there are divisions among 
you, and to some extent I believe it.  19No doubt there have to be 

differences among you to show which of you have God’s 
approval.  20When you come together, it is not the Lord’s Supper 
you eat, 21for as you eat, each of you goes ahead without waiting 

for anybody else.  One remains hungry, another gets drunk.  
22Don’t you have homes to eat and drink in?  Or do you despise 

the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing?  What 
shall I say to you?  Shall I praise you for this?  Certainly not! 





More harm than good

1 Corinthians 11:17
17In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your 

meetings do more harm than good.



What are we trying to do when we 
meet together?



1.  Worship



2.  Teaching



3.  Fellowship



4.  Outreach



Worship / Teaching

REVERENCE



Fellowship / Outreach

RELEVANCE



Worship

Psalm 149:1-4
Praise the LORD. Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise in the 

assembly of the saints. Let Israel rejoice in their Maker; let the 
people of Zion be glad in their King.  Let them praise his name 

with dancing and make music to him with tambourine and harp.  
For the LORD takes delight in his people; he crowns the humble 

with salvation.



Worship

Isaiah 43:5-6
I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ and to the south, ‘Do not 

hold them back.’  Bring my sons from afar and my daughters 
from the ends of the earth—everyone who is called by my name, 

whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.



Worship

Worship is setting our

Mind's Attention
Heart's Affection
Will's Adaptation

Behavior's Activation

on God's All Satisfying Glory.



Teaching
2 Timothy 4:2-5

2Preach the Word; be prepared in season and 
out of season; correct, rebuke and 

encourage—with great patience and careful 
instruction.  3For the time will come when 
men will not put up with sound doctrine.  
Instead, to suit their own desires, they will 

gather around them a great number of 
teachers to say what their itching ears want 

to hear.  4They will turn their ears away from 
the truth and turn aside to myths.  5But you, 

keep your head in all situations, endure 
hardship, do the work of an evangelist, 

discharge all the duties of your ministry.



Teaching
1 Corinthians 2:4-5

4My message and my preaching were not 
with wise and persuasive words, but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5so that 
your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, 

but on God’s power.



Fellowship

Hebrews 10:25
25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you 

see the Day approaching.



Outreach

Matthew 28:18-20
18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them ina the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you.  And 

surely I am with you always,
to the very end of the age.”



Outreach

Colossians 4:5-6
5Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make 

the most of every opportunity. 6Let your 
conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with 

salt, so that you may know how to answer 
everyone.



What would it look like if a church 
were doing “more harm than good”?



1.  Worship



2.  Teaching



3.  Fellowship



4.  Outreach



How your attitude toward one 
another can negate worship

1 Corinthians 11:18-19
18In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a 
church, there are divisions among you, and to some extent I 

believe it.  19No doubt there have to be differences among you to 
show which of you have God’s approval.





The gospel is profaned when you 
don’t honor one another

1 Corinthians 11:20-22a
20When you come together, it is not the Lord’s Supper you eat, 
21for as you eat, each of you goes ahead without waiting for 

anybody else.  One remains hungry, another gets drunk.  22Don’t 
you have homes to eat and drink in?  Or do you despise the 

church of God and humiliate those who have nothing?



“It is possible to visit the site excavated by the American team led 
in the late 1970s by James Wiseman of the villa dated between AD 
50 and 75 at Anaploga. It lies outside the formal boundaries of the 

site of ancient Corinth beyond the Erastus inscription. In the 
Museum of Corinth inside the formally contained site of ancient 

Corinth the impressive mosaic floor of the triclinium (dining 
room) remains in view and is sufficiently complete to compare its 
size with the site from which it has been removed. The triclinium 

measures 5.5 × 7.5 meters, giving a floor area of 41.25 square 
meters (roughly 24 × 18 feet). If we allow for the couches on 

which guests could recline at an appropriate table, it may well be 
the case that nine guests may have been a normal maximum for 

this comfortable dining area.



“An entrance vestibule led into a central atrium or courtyard-
hallway, which in turn led to four or five other rooms. These 
included the triclinium. The atrium measured 5 × 6 meters 

(approximately 16 × 20 feet). However, the impluvium (pool to 
collect water) stood at its center, thereby diminishing practical 
floor space. Between twenty and thirty people might be able to 

squeeze into such a place. If they sat or stood between thirty and 
forty would be possible.



“It is quite clear that when more than nine or ten people came to 
dinner, the poorer or less esteemed guests would be accorded 
space not in the already occupied triclinium but in the scarcely 

furnished atrium, which functioned in effect as an “overflow” for 
those who were, in the eyes of the host, lucky to be included at all. 

The quality of food, drink, service, and comfort would be of a 
higher order in the triclinium, especially if some in the atrium 

could arrive only after the best of the meal was over.”

~ Anthony C. Thiselton, The First Epistle to the Corinthians : A Commentary on the 
Greek Text (Grand Rapids, Mich.: W.B. Eerdmans, 2000), 860.





“They’re bothering about veils, as though one had only to throw 
away a bit of material and everyone would be equal at the Lord’s 

table.… ‘Not slave and free, not poor and rich! That makes me 
laugh! Clearly the better class gentlemen have been looked after 

for quite some time in the dining room when our kind comes 
rushing along. They eat lavishly, drink the finest wines.… They 

mix up the well-laid table of the master of the house with the 
Lord’s table.… If we’re lucky, all that’s left for the shared meal is a 

bit of bread and a sip of wine.… We get the bits.”

~ Hans Frör, You Wretched Corinthians! (Eng. trans., London: SCM, 1995), 59.





Paul’s displeasure with them…

1 Corinthians 11:22a
What shall I say to you?  Shall I praise you for this?  Certainly not! 



Application Questions

Are you here to worship?

Is there anyone in this room that
you look down on?

Is there anyone in the world that
you look down on?
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