Message Notes

Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)

“Knowledge. Love. Freedom.”

Introduction - The Greatest Movie Ever Made!!

Sacrificed to Idols! YES!!
And 3 chapters of it!!
1 Corinthians 8:1a

“Now about”s in 1 Corinthians

Herman Who?

1. A text can never mean what it never meant
2. If particulars are the same, then it is
‘straight up” God’s word to us

3. If particulars are different, then we need to
extract the principles from the situation, and
apply those principles to our lives.

Historical Situation in Corinth

The danger of being in the know
1 Corinthians 8:1b-3

The reality about the issue
1 Corinthians 8:4-6

Here’s where it gets complicated...
1 Corinthians 8:7-8

Alittle Alice Cooper

Exercising without Stumbling
1 Corinthians 8:9-11

Sinning without Sinning
1 Corinthians 8:12-13

Application - “An invitation to be free, and to
love on others!”
1.  Knowledge

2. Freedom

3. Love

Everyone’s been waiting for this topic - Food

1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Now about food sacrificed to idols: We
know that we all possess knowledge.
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds
up. *The man who thinks he knows
something does not yet know as he ought
to know. *But the man who loves God is
known by God. “So then, about eating food
sacrificed to idols: We know that an idol
is nothing at all in the world and that
there is no God but one. °For even if
there are so-called gods, whether in
heaven or on earth (as indeed there
are many “gods” and many “lords”),
byet for us there is but one God, the Father,
from whom all things came and for whom
we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom all things came and
through whom we live. "But not every-
one knows this. Some people are still
so accustomed to idols that when they
eat such food they think of it as having
been sacrificed to an idol, and since
their conscience is weak, it is defiled.
8But food does not bring us near to God;
we are no worse if we do not eat, and no
better if we do. °Be careful, however, that
the exercise of your freedom does not
become a stumbling block to the weak.
For if anyone with a weak conscience
sees you who have this knowledge
eating in an idol’s temple, won't he be
emboldened to eat what has been sacri-
ficed to idols? "So this weak brother, for
whom Christ died, is destroyed by your
knowledge. When you sin against
your brothers in this way and wound
their weak conscience, you sin against
Christ. ®Therefore, if what I eat causes
my brother to fall into sin, I will never
eat meat again, so that I will not cause
him to fall.
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1 Corinthians 8:1-13
INow about food sacrificed to idols: We know that we all possess
knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2The man
who thinks he knows something does not yet know as he ought to
know. 3But the man who loves God is known by God. “So then,
about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that an idol is
nothing at all in the world and that there is no God but one. °For
even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as
indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”), ®yet for us
there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and
for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through
whom all things came and through whom we live.



1 Corinthians 8:1-13
’But not everyone knows this. Some people are still so
accustomed to idols that when they eat such food they think of it
as having been sacrificed to an idol, and since their conscience is
wealk, it is defiled. ®But food does not bring us near to God; we
are no worse if we do not eat, and no better if we do. ?Be careful,
however, that the exercise of your freedom does not become a
stumbling block to the weak. "For if anyone with a weak
conscience sees you who have this knowledge eating in an idol’s
temple, won't he be emboldened to eat what has been sacrificed to
idols? 'So this weak brother, for whom Christ died, is destroyed
by your knowledge. ?When you sin against your brothers in this
way and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ.
I3Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother to fall into sin, I will
never eat meat again, so that I will not cause him to fall.



1 Corinthians 8:1a
INow about food sacrificed to idols...



1 Corinthians 7:1
!Now for the matters you wrote about: It is good for a man not to
marry.
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Now for the matters you wrote about: It is good for a man not to
marry.
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Now about virgins: I have no command from the Lord, but I give a
judgment as one who by the Lord’s mercy is trustworthy.
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judgment as one who by the Lord’s mercy is trustworthy.
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Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant.



1 Corinthians 7:1
Now for the matters you wrote about: It is good for a man not to
marry.

1 Corinthians 7:25

Now about virgins: I have no command from the Lord, but I give a
judgment as one who by the Lord’s mercy is trustworthy.

1 Corinthians 8:1
Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that we all possess
knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.

1 Corinthians 12:1
Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant.

1 Corinthians 16:1
Now about the collection for God’s people: Do what I told the
Galatian churches to do.



1 Corinthians 16:12
Now about our brother Apollos: I strongly urged him to go to you
with the brothers. He was quite unwilling to go now, but he will go
when he has the opportunity.



Everyone’s been waiting for this topic:
Food Sacrificed to Idols!
YES!! And 3 chapters of it!!

1 Corinthians 8:1a
INow about food sacrificed to idols...
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A little from our friend, Hermen Eutics

BASIC RULE:
A text can never mean what it never meant

Matthew 18:20

“For where two or three come together in my name,
there am I with them.”
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A little from our friend, Hermen Eutics

SECOND RULE:
If the historical and cultural particulars are the same,
then the passage read to us as it did to them

John 3:16
“For God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.”



A little from our friend, Hermen Eutics

SECOND RULE:
If the historical and cultural particulars are the same,
then the passage read to us as it did to them

Romans 3:23
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.



A little from our friend, Hermen Eutics

SECOND RULE:
If the historical and cultural particulars are the same,
then the passage read to us as it did to them

Romans 5:8
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.



A little from our friend, Hermen Eutics

SECOND RULE:
If the historical and cultural particulars are the same,
then the passage read to us as it did to them

Bible not written to us, but for us.
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A little from our friend, Hermen Eutics

THE PROBLEM OF NON-COMPARIBLE
PARTICULARS

We need to extract principles from the passage and then
apply then to our situation today.

1 Corinthians 11:6a
¢If a woman does not cover her head,

she should have her hair cut off...



A little from our friend, Hermen Eutics

THE PROBLEM OF NON-COMPARIBLE
PARTICULARS

We need to extract principles from the passage and then
apply then to our situation today.

2 Timothy 4:13
When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas,
and my scrolls, especially the parchments.
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The Historical Situation in Corinth

Meat was sold in the marketplaces that
had been offered to pagan Gods.

1.Should you eat it?

2.Should you eat if offered at another
person’s house?

3.How about social gatherings?

4 How about eating it at the temple,
since it was free there?

5.How about actually taking part of the
pagan ceremony to see if the idol
actually will do something?
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I Cor 8:1-13

Now, in the

context of
COMMUNITY!!






The danger of being in the know

1 Corinthians 8:1b-3
We know that we all possess knowledge. Knowledge puffs up,
but love builds up. ?The man who thinks he knows something

does not yet know as he ought to know. *But the man who loves
God is known by God.






The reality about the issue

1 Corinthians 8:4-6
*So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that an
idol is nothing at all in the world and that there is no God but one.
°For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on
earth (as indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”), ¢yet
for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things
came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we
live.



Here’s where it gets complicated...

1 Corinthians 8:7-8
’But not everyone knows this. Some people are still so
accustomed to idols that when they eat such food they think of it
as having been sacrificed to an idol, and since their conscience is
wealk, it is defiled. ®But food does not bring us near to God; we
are no worse if we do not eat, and no better if we do.






Wish you were here - Alice
Cooper

I sent you a postcard, Thought it would be funny,
Would have sent a souvenir, But they took all my
money, It's pretty warm down here but it ain't
sunny.

And I'm having a hell of a time, my dear
Wish you were here

I tried to call you, I tried to call you, Long
damn rategays o Nigh ]éé/aﬁs% 8RRALall you, Besides the

It started out a nice vacation, Left the station right on time, Can't get a ticket to
get me home, dear, They just don't have too many flights from twilight zone,
dear, So don't forget to feed my cats, Spot and Jerome, dear

Seeing all the sights here, I'm getting lonely, I'd show you all the film I took if
they would only, let me go homedear, sincerely.



Sinning without Sinning

1 Corinthians 8:9-11
’Be careful, however, that the exercise of your freedom does not
become a stumbling block to the weak. “For if anyone with a
weak conscience sees you who have this knowledge eating in an
idol’s temple, won’t he be emboldened to eat what has been
sacrificed to idols? 11So this weak brother, for whom Christ died,

is destroyed by your knowledge.



Sinning without Sinning

1 Corinthians 8:12-13
12When you sin against your brothers in this way and wound their
weak conscience, you sin against Christ. ®Therefore, if what I eat
causes my brother to fall into sin, I will never eat meat again, so
that I will not cause him to fall.



Application:
Knowledge
Freedom

Love
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