
1 Corinthians 6:1-11
1If any of you has a dispute with another, dare he take it 

before the ungodly for judgment instead of before the 
saints?  2Do you not know that the saints will judge the 
world?  And if you are to judge the world, are you not 
competent to judge trivial cases?  3Do you not know 

that we will judge angels?  How much more the things 
of this life!  4Therefore, if you have disputes about such 

matters, appoint as judges even men of little account in the 
church!  5I say this to shame you.  Is it possible that there 

is nobody among you wise enough to judge a dispute 
between believers?  6But instead, one brother goes to 

law against another—and this in front of unbeliev-
ers!  7The very fact that you have lawsuits among 
you means you have been completely defeated 
already. Why not rather be wronged?  Why not 

rather be cheated?  8Instead, you yourselves cheat 
and do wrong, and you do this to your brothers.  9Do 

you not know that the wicked will not inherit the king-
dom of God?  Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually 

immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes 
nor homosexual offenders 10nor thieves nor the greedy nor 
drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the 

kingdom of God.  11And that is what some of you were.  
But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by 
the Spirit of our God.

Matthew 19:28
28Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, at the 

renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his 
glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit 

on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Revelation 20:4
4I saw thrones on which were seated those who had 

been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls 
of those who had been beheaded because of their 
testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. 
They had not worshiped the beast or his image 

and had not received his mark on their foreheads or 
their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a 

thousand years.

Luke 22:24-30
24Also a dispute arose among them as to which of 

them was considered to be greatest. 25Jesus said to 
them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; 
and those who exercise authority over them call 
themselves Benefactors. 26But you are not to be like 
that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like 
the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who 

serves. 27For who is greater, the one who is at the table 
or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the 

table? But I am among you as one who serves. 28You are 
those who have stood by me in my trials. 29And I confer 

on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on 
me, 30so that you may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 

Israel.

Other passages used – please use a pew Bible
Jude 5-6     Revelation 20:7-8     Matthew 25:41
Matthew 18:21-35     Galatians 5:19-21

Introduction – “Sex and the City leads to 
  law suits?”

Previously on Church in Crisis
1 Corinthians 4:6-7
1 Corinthians 5

THIS WEEK – Another related 
problem: Suing one another

1.  How DARE you sue one another in civil 
court!

a.  We will judge the world – 1 Cor 6.1-2
  Matthew 19:38
  Revelation 20:4
  Luke 22:24-30

b.  We will judge angels – 1 Cor 6.3
  Jude 5-6
  Revelation 20:7-10
  Matthew 25:41

c.  A tricksy verse – 1 Cor 6.4

d.  Shame on you! – 1 Cor 6.5

e.  The real problem – the Gospel is being 
defiled – 1 Cor 6.6

2.  You are completely morally defeated
a.  Why not rather be wronged? – 1 Cor 6.7
  Matthew 18:21-36

b.  Instead, you wrong others – 1 Cor 6.8

3.  The Gospel Reality
a.   The wicked will not inherit the 

  kingdom of God

Two implications

b.  That was what you WERE, now live up  
 to who you are!

Application – “Does the Gospel make that kind of 
difference in your daily living?”

Message Notes Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)“Sex and the City...of Corinth - pt 2”





CHURCH IN CRISIS:
A STUDY OF FIRST 

CORINTHIANS



Three Huge Questions
1 Corinthians 4:6-7

6Now, brothers, I have applied these things to myself and Apollos 
for your benefit, so that you may learn from us the meaning of the 

saying, “Do not go beyond what is written.”  Then you will not 
take pride in one man over against another.  7For who makes you 
different from anyone else?  What do you have that you did not 
receive?  And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though 

you did not?



OF CORINTH
OF CORINTH



The New Problem – Part One

1 Corinthians 5:1
1It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality 

among you, and of a kind that does not occur even 
among pagans: A man has his father’s wife. 



The New Problem – Part Two

1 Corinthians 5:2
2And you are proud!  Shouldn’t you rather have been 

filled with grief and have put out of your fellowship the 
man who did this?



The Solution - Part One

1 Corinthians 5:3-5
3Even though I am not physically present, I am with you 

in spirit.  And I have already passed judgment on the 
one who did this, just as if I were present.  4When you 
are assembled in the name of our Lord Jesus and I am 
with you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is 

present, 5hand this man over to Satan, so that the sinful 
nature may be destroyed and his spirit saved on the day 

of the Lord. 



The Solution – Part One



The Solution - Part Two

1 Corinthians 5:6-8
6 Your boasting is not good.  Don’t you know that a little 
yeast works through the whole batch of dough?  7Get rid 

of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without 
yeast—as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, 
has been sacrificed.  8Therefore let us keep the Festival, 

not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and 
wickedness, but with bread without yeast, the bread of 

sincerity and truth.
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The Solution - Part Two

1 Corinthians 5:6-8
6 Your boasting is not good.  Don’t you know that a little 
yeast works through the whole batch of dough?  7Get rid 

of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without 
yeast—as you really are.  For Christ, our Passover lamb, 
has been sacrificed.  8Therefore let us keep the Festival, 

not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and 
wickedness, but with bread without yeast, the bread of 

sincerity and truth.



The possible misunderstanding of the 
solution to part two of the problem

1 Corinthians 5:9-11
9I have written you in my letter not to associate with 
sexually immoral people— 10not at all meaning the 

people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and 
swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to 
leave this world.  11But now I am writing you that you 

must not associate with anyone who calls himself a 
brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or 
a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler.  With such a man 

do not even eat.



Expect unregenerate behavior from 
unregenerate people AND regenerate 

behavior from regenerate people

1 Corinthians 5:12-13
12What business is it of mine to judge those outside the 
church?  Are you not to judge those inside?  13God will 

judge those outside.

“Expel the wicked man from among you.”
[Deuteronomy 17:7] 



Another Related Problem…

Suing 
one 
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1. How DARE you sue one another in civil court!
a. We will judge the world

Matthew 19:28
28 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all 

things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you 
who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging 

the twelve tribes of Israel.



1. How DARE you sue one another in civil court!
a. We will judge the world

Revelation 20:4
4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given 
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1. How DARE you sue one another in civil court!
a. We will judge the world

Luke 22:24-30
24 Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was 

considered to be greatest. 25 Jesus said to them, “The kings of 
the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise 

authority over them call themselves Benefactors. 26 But you are 
not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be 

like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who 
serves. 27 For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the 
one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am 

among you as one who serves. 28 You are those who have 
stood by me in my trials. 29 And I confer on you a kingdom, 

just as my Father conferred one on me, 30 so that you may eat 
and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, 

judging the twelve tribes of Israel.



1. How DARE you sue one another in civil court!
b.  We will judge angels

1 Corinthians 6:1-6
1If any of you has a dispute with another, dare he take it before 

the ungodly for judgment instead of before the saints?  2Do 
you not know that the saints will judge the world?  And if you 
are to judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial 

cases?  3Do you not know that we will judge angels?  How 
much more the things of this life!  4Therefore, if you have 

disputes about such matters, appoint as judges even men of 
little account in the church! 5I say this to shame you.  Is it 
possible that there is nobody among you wise enough to 

judge a dispute between believers?  6But instead, one brother 
goes to law against another—and this in front of unbelievers!



1. How DARE you sue one another in civil court!
b.  We will judge angels

Jude 5-6
5 Though you already know all this, I want to remind you that the 

Lordb delivered his people out of Egypt, but later destroyed 
those who did not believe. 6 And the angels who did not keep 
their positions of authority but abandoned their own home—
these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains 

for judgment on the great Day.
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1. How DARE you sue one another in civil court!
b.  We will judge angels

Revelation 20:7-10
7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from 

his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations in the four 
corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—to gather them for 

battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. 9 They 
marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the 
camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down 

from heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil, who 
deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, 

where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They 
will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.



1. How DARE you sue one another in civil court!
b.  We will judge angels

Matthew 25:41
41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who 

are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for
the devil and his angels.



1. How DARE you sue one another in civil court!
c.  A tricksy verse…

1 Corinthians 6:1-6
1If any of you has a dispute with another, dare he take it before 

the ungodly for judgment instead of before the saints?  2Do 
you not know that the saints will judge the world?  And if you 
are to judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial 

cases?  3Do you not know that we will judge angels?  How 
much more the things of this life!  4Therefore, if you have 

disputes about such matters, appoint as judges even men of 
little account in the church! 5I say this to shame you.  Is it 
possible that there is nobody among you wise enough to 

judge a dispute between believers?  6But instead, one brother 
goes to law against another—and this in front of unbelievers!
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1. How DARE you sue one another in civil court!
c.  A tricksy verse…

1 Corinthians 6:1-6
NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION

4Therefore, if you have disputes about such matters, appoint as 
judges even men of little account in the church!a

aOr matters, do you appoint as judges men of little account in the church?

NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE
4So if you have law courts dealing with matters of this life, 1do 

you appoint them as judges who are of no account in the 
church?

1Or appoint them...church

ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION
4So if you have such cases, why do you lay them before those who 

have no standing in the church?



1. How DARE you sue one another in civil court!
d.  Shame on you

1 Corinthians 6:1-6
1If any of you has a dispute with another, dare he take it before 

the ungodly for judgment instead of before the saints?  2Do 
you not know that the saints will judge the world?  And if you 
are to judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial 

cases?  3Do you not know that we will judge angels?  How 
much more the things of this life!  4Therefore, if you have 

disputes about such matters, appoint as judges even men of 
little account in the church! 5I say this to shame you.  Is it 
possible that there is nobody among you wise enough to 

judge a dispute between believers?  6But instead, one brother 
goes to law against another—and this in front of unbelievers!



1. How DARE you sue one another in civil court!
e.  The real problem – the gospel is being defiled

1 Corinthians 6:1-6
1If any of you has a dispute with another, dare he take it before 

the ungodly for judgment instead of before the saints?  2Do 
you not know that the saints will judge the world?  And if you 
are to judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial 

cases?  3Do you not know that we will judge angels?  How 
much more the things of this life!  4Therefore, if you have 

disputes about such matters, appoint as judges even men of 
little account in the church! 5I say this to shame you.  Is it 
possible that there is nobody among you wise enough to 

judge a dispute between believers?  6But instead, one brother 
goes to law against another—and this in front of unbelievers!



2. You are completely morally defeated already



2. You are completely morally defeated already
a.  Why not rather be wronged

1 Corinthians 6:7-8
7The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have 

been completely defeated already.  Why not rather be 
wronged?  Why not rather be cheated?  8Instead, you 

yourselves cheat and do wrong, and you do this to your 
brothers.



Matthew 18:21-36
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times 

shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me?
Up to seven times?”

22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times,
but seventy-seven times.

23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to 
settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a 
man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25 

Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his 
wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.



Matthew 18:21-36
26 “The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ 

he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s 
master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 

28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow 
servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and 
began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. 

29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient 
with me, and I will pay you back.’



Matthew 18:21-36
30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown 

into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants 
saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went 

and told their master everything that had happened. 

32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he 
said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 
33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I 
had on you?’ 34 In anger his master turned him over to the jailers 

to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 

35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless 
you forgive your brother from your heart.”



2. You are completely morally defeated already
b.  Instead, you cheat and defraud!

1 Corinthians 6:7-8
7The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have 

been completely defeated already.  Why not rather be 
wronged?  Why not rather be cheated?  8Instead, you 

yourselves cheat and do wrong, and you do this to your 
brothers.



3.  The Gospel Reality



3.  The Gospel Reality
a.  The wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God

1 Corinthians 6:9-11
9Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of 

God?  Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor 
idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual 

offenders 10nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor 
slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.  

11And that is what some of you were.  But you were washed, 
you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the 

Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.



Two points Paul is making

If the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God…

#1 – Then why are you taking trials to the wicked?
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Two points Paul is making

If the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God…

#2 – Are you falling into that category?

Galatians 5:19-21
19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, 

impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, 
discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, 

factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn 
you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not 

inherit the kingdom of God.



3. The Gospel Reality
b.  You WERE that…  Now live up to what you are!

1 Corinthians 6:9-11
9Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of 

God?  Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor 
idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual 

offenders 10nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor 
slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.  

11And that is what some of you were.  But you were washed, 
you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the 

Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.



Application Points:

If you have a dispute with a fellow Christian, do you seek your 
“rights”, or do you attempt to work it out?

Even if you can’t work it out to your 100% satisfaction, are you 
willing to forgive?

Is the Gospel working in your life so that you no longer hold 
other’s “accounts” in your mind or heart?

What would your life look like if you lived out this passage and 
the major implications of it  this next week?
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