
1 Corinthians 5:1-12
1It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, 

and of a kind that does not occur even among pagans: A man 
has his father’s wife.  2And you are proud!  Shouldn’t you 
rather have been filled with grief and have put out of your 
fellowship the man who did this?  3Even though I am not 
physically present, I am with you in spirit. And I have already 

passed judgment on the one who did this, just as if I were pres-
ent.  4When you are assembled in the name of our Lord Jesus and 

I am with you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present, 
5hand this man over to Satan, so that the sinful nature may be de-

stroyed and his spirit saved on the day of the Lord.  6 Your boasting 
is not good.  Don’t you know that a little yeast works through 

the whole batch of dough?  7Get rid of the old yeast that you 
may be a new batch without yeast—as you really are. For 
Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.  8Therefore 
let us keep the Festival, not with the old yeast, the yeast 
of malice and wickedness, but with bread without yeast, 

the bread of sincerity and truth.  9I have written you in my 
letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— 10not 

at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or 
the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would 

have to leave this world.  11But now I am writing you that you 
must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is 
sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or 
a swindler.  With such a man do not even eat.  12What business is it of 

mine to judge those outside the church?  Are you not to judge those 
inside?  13God will judge those outside. “Expel the wicked man 

from among you.”

Leviticus 20:11
 If a man sleeps with his father’s wife, he has dishonored his 

father. Both the man and the woman must be put to death; 
their blood will be on their own heads.

Deuteronomy 22:30
A man is not to marry his father’s wife; he must not dishonor his 

father’s bed.

Matthew 18:15-20
15 “If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, 

just between the two of you.  If he listens to you, you have won 
your brother over.  16But if he will not listen, take one or two 
others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by 
the testimony of two or three witnesses.’  17If he refuses to 
listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen 

even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax 
collector.  18I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will 

be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven.  19Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree 
about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in 
heaven.  20For where two or three come together in my name, there 

am I with them.”

2 Timothy 2:24-26
24And the Lord’s servant must not quarrel; instead, he must 
be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful.  25Those who 
oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God 
will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of 
the truth, 26and that they will come to their senses and escape 

from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do 
his will.

Exodus 12:12-15
12“On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down 
every firstborn—both men and animals—and I will bring judg-

ment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. 13The blood will be 
a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the 
blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you 

when I strike Egypt. 14This is a day you are to commemorate; for 
the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the 
Lord—a lasting ordinance. 15For seven days you are to eat bread 

made without yeast. On the first day remove the yeast from your 
houses, for whoever eats anything with yeast in it from the first 
day through the seventh must be cut off from Israel.
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What’s at the root of 
all these divisions?



1. A wrong view of people comparison / ranking

2. An “over-realized eschatology”

3. No father figure in their lives

4. Arrogance







Welcome to the 
Church in 
Corinth:

The Bridezilla 
of Christ!



OF CORINTH
OF CORINTH



The New Problem – Part One



The New Problem – Part One

1 Corinthians 5:1
1It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality 

among you, and of a kind that does not occur even 
among pagans: A man has his father’s wife. 



Forbidden in Culture



Forbidden in Culture

Gaius (a Roman jurist, c. AD 61)declares,

“It is illegal to marry a father’s or mother’s sister; 
neither can I marry her who has been quondam 

(formerly? at one time? ever?) my mother-in-law or 
stepmother.”

Gaius, Institutes, 1: 63; Eng. ed., J. Muirhead, The Institutes of Gaius and Rules of 
Ulpian (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1880) 2425.



Forbidden in Culture

Cicero (1st Century Roman philospher, statesman 
and lawyer) states that he is disguisted when a 
“mother-in-law marries son-in-law.… Oh, to 

think of the woman’s sin, unbelievable, unheard 
of.… To think that she did not quail
(meaning- to recoil in dread or terror)!”

~ Cicero, Pro Cluentio 5.27; rpt. Speeches, Loeb Library (Lat. and Eng., 
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1927), 237.
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Forbidden in Scripture

Leviticus 20:11
If a man sleeps with his father’s wife, he has dishonored 
his father. Both the man and the woman must be put to 

death; their blood will be on their own heads.



Forbidden in Scripture

Leviticus 20:11
If a man sleeps with his father’s wife, he has dishonored 
his father. Both the man and the woman must be put to 

death; their blood will be on their own heads.

Deuteronomy 22:30
A man is not to marry his father’s wife; he must not 

dishonor his father’s bed.
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The New Problem – Part Two

1 Corinthians 5:2
2And you are proud!  Shouldn’t you rather have been 

filled with grief and have put out of your fellowship the 
man who did this?
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The Solution - Part One

1 Corinthians 5:3-5
3Even though I am not physically present, I am with you 

in spirit.  And I have already passed judgment on the 
one who did this, just as if I were present.  4When you 
are assembled in the name of our Lord Jesus and I am 
with you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is 

present, 5hand this man over to Satan, so that the sinful 
nature may be destroyed and his spirit saved on the day 

of the Lord. 



The Solution – Part One
Matthew 18:15-20

15 “If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just 
between the two of you.  If he listens to you, you have won your 

brother over.  16But if he will not listen, take one or two others 
along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony 
of two or three witnesses.’  17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it 
to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat 

him as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 18I tell you the truth, 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  19Again, I 
tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask 
for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.  20For where 
two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.”



The Solution – Part One
2 Timothy 2:24-26

24And the Lord’s servant must not quarrel; instead, he 
must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful.  

25Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the 
hope that God will grant them repentance leading them 
to a knowledge of the truth, 26and that they will come to 
their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who 

has taken them captive to do his will.



The Solution - Part One

1 Corinthians 5:3-5
3Even though I am not physically present, I am with you 

in spirit.  And I have already passed judgment on the 
one who did this, just as if I were present.  4When you 
are assembled in the name of our Lord Jesus and I am 
with you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is 

present, 5hand this man over to Satan, so that the sinful 
nature may be destroyed and his spirit saved on the day 

of the Lord. 
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The Solution - Part Two



The Solution - Part Two

1 Corinthians 5:6-8
6 Your boasting is not good.  Don’t you know that a little 
yeast works through the whole batch of dough?  7Get rid 

of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without 
yeast—as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, 
has been sacrificed.  8Therefore let us keep the Festival, 

not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and 
wickedness, but with bread without yeast, the bread of 

sincerity and truth.
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The Solution - Part Two

1 Corinthians 5:6-8
6 Your boasting is not good.  Don’t you know that a little 
yeast works through the whole batch of dough?  7Get rid 

of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without 
yeast—as you really are.  For Christ, our Passover lamb, 
has been sacrificed.  8Therefore let us keep the Festival, 

not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and 
wickedness, but with bread without yeast, the bread of 

sincerity and truth.



The Solution - Part Two
Exodus 12:12-15

12 “On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down 
every firstborn—both men and animals—and I will bring 

judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. 13 The blood will 
be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the 
blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you 
when I strike Egypt.  14This is a day you are to commemorate; for 
the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the 

Lord—a lasting ordinance. 15 For seven days you are to eat bread 
made without yeast. On the first day remove the yeast from your 
houses, for whoever eats anything with yeast in it from the first 

day through the seventh must be cut off from Israel…”
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The possible misunderstanding of the 
solution to part two of the problem

1 Corinthians 5:9-11
9I have written you in my letter not to associate with 
sexually immoral people— 10not at all meaning the 

people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and 
swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to 
leave this world.  11But now I am writing you that you 

must not associate with anyone who calls himself a 
brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or 
a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler.  With such a man 

do not even eat.



Expect unregenerate behavior from 
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Expect unregenerate behavior from 
unregenerate people AND regenerate 

behavior from regenerate people

1 Corinthians 5:12-13
12What business is it of mine to judge those outside the 
church?  Are you not to judge those inside?  13God will 

judge those outside.

“Expel the wicked man from among you.”
[Deuteronomy 17:7] 
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Application Question
Do you take sin seriously?

He did!
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