
1 Corinthians 2:1-5
1When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with elo-

quence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the 
testimony about God.  2For I resolved to know noth-
ing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him 
crucified.  3I came to you in weakness and fear, and 

with much trembling.  4My message and my preaching 
were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a dem-

onstration of the Spirit’s power, 5so that your faith might 
not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power.

Exodus 4:10-12
10Moses said to the LORD, “O Lord, I have never 
been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you 
have spoken to your servant.  I am slow of speech 
and tongue.”  11The LORD said to him, “Who gave 

man his mouth?  Who makes him deaf or mute?  
Who gives him sight or makes him blind?  Is it not I, 

the LORD?  12Now go; I will help you speak and will 
teach you what to say.”

Luke 17:7-10
7“Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking 

after the sheep.  Would he say to the servant when he 
comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit 

down to eat’?  8Would he not rather say, ‘Prepare my 
supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I 
eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink’?  
9Would he thank the servant because he did what he 

was told to do?  10So you also, when you have done 
everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are 

unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’”

Luke 24:36-49
36While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself 

stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with 
you.”  37They were startled and frightened, thinking 
they saw a ghost.  38He said to them, “Why are you 
troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?  

39Look at my hands and my feet.  It is I myself!  Touch 
me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, 

as you see I have.”  40When he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and feet.  41And while they still did not 

believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, 
“Do you have anything here to eat?”  42They gave him 

a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate it in 
their presence.  44He said to them, “This is what I 
told you while I was still with you: Everything must 
be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of 
Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”  45Then he 
opened their minds so they could understand the 

Scriptures.  46He told them, “This is what is written: 
The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the 

third day, 47and repentance and forgiveness of sins will 
be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem.  48You are witnesses of these things.  49I am 
going to send you what my Father has promised; but 
stay in the city until you have been clothed with power 

from on high.”

1 Corinthians 4:20
20For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of 
power.
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CHURCH IN CRISIS:
A STUDY OF FIRST 

CORINTHIANS



Welcome to the 
Church in 
Corinth:

The Bridezilla 
of Christ!



10 issues Paul has to deal with in this letter to the church in Corinth

• Divisions
• Affairs

• Many in the church who think this is great!  “Freedom in Christ”
• People taking advantage of others, even taking each other to court 

• Some like to visit prostitutes in the pagan temples

• Asceticism (not even married sex!)
• Big debates about their pagan religious 

background
• Worship was mess – disorder, cultural issues 
regarding men and women, and people getting 

drunk on the communion wine!
• Charismania and bedlam in their meetings

• Some people in the church do not actually believe 
that Jesus bodily rose from the dead.



How Paul deals with all of this…
Let ‘em have it, Paul!!



1 Corinthians 1:4-9
4 I always thank God for you because of his grace given you 
in Christ Jesus. 5 For in him you have been enriched in every 

way—in all your speaking and in all your knowledge— 6 

because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you. 7 

Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly 
wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 He will keep 
you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the 

day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God, who has called you into 
fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.



1 Corinthians 1:10-17
10 I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so 
that there may be no divisions among you and that you 

may be perfectly united in mind and thought. 11 My 
brothers, some from Chloe’s household have informed 
me that there are quarrels among you. 12 What I mean is 
this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow 

Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I 
follow Christ.”



I follow Paul!!



I’m an Apollos man!!



Cephas was mentioned in Matt. 16:18!!
Ok, let’s forget about 5 verses later…



“Oh Yeah!  We’ll I’m better than all of 
you.  I follow Christ!”



1 Corinthians 1:10-17
13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were 

you baptized into the name of Paul? 14 I am thankful that 
I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 

so no one can say that you were baptized into my name. 
16 (Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; 

beyond that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.) 
17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach 

the gospel—not with words of human wisdom, lest the 
cross of Christ be emptied of its power.





1 Corinthians 1:18-25
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 
the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” [Isaiah 29:14]

20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the 
philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 

world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom 
did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what 
was preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews demand miraculous 

signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those 

whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than 

man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s 
strength.



Paul’s further attempt to get rid of divisions –
“Remember where you came from!”

1 Corinthians 1:26-31
26Brothers, think of what you were when you were called.  Not 
many of you were wise by human standards; not many were 

influential; not many were of noble birth.  27But God chose the 
foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak 

things of the world to shame the strong.  28He chose the lowly 
things of this world and the despised things—and the things that 
are not—to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast 

before him.  30It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who 
has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, 

holiness and redemption.  31Therefore, as it is written:

“Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.” [ quote from Jer. 9:24]



Paul’s further attempt to get rid of divisions –
“Remember the preaching you heard!”



Paul’s further attempt to get rid of divisions –
“Remember the preaching you heard!”

1 Corinthians 2:1-5
1When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or 

superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God.  
2For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus 

Christ and him crucified.  3I came to you in weakness and fear, 
and with much trembling.  4My message and my preaching were 
not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of 

the Spirit’s power, 5so that your faith might not rest on men’s 
wisdom, but on God’s power.



“I warn and remind friars 
that whenever they preach, 
their words are to be well 
chosen and pure, so as to 
help and edify the people, 
and to define virtues and 

vices, punishment and 
glory.  And let them be 

brief, for the Lord Himself 
wile on earth was brief.”

~ St. Francis of Assisi (1182-1226)



“When too little text is taken, you 
must digress from the subject to 

find something to say; flourishes of 
wit and imagination must be 

displayed, which are not the genius 
of the pulpit; and in one word, it 
will make the hearers think, that 
self is more preached that Jesus 

Christ; and that the preacher aims 
rather at appearing a wit, than at 

instructing and edifying his people”

~ Jean Claude (1619-1687) a French 
Protestant pastor



“The first and principle 
duty of a pastor is to feed 

the flock by diligent 
preaching of the word”

~ John Owen, 1616-1683, English non-
conformist preacher



“ I preach as never sure to 
preach again, and as a 

dying man to dying men.”

~ Richard Baxter 1615-1691, English 
non-conformist pastor and author of 

The Reformed Pastor



“To desire worship [or 
preachint] as an end, is 

carnal; to desire it as a means 
for communion with God is 
spiritual, and the fruit of a 

spiritual life….”

~ Stephen Charnock, English Puritan 
(1628-1680)



In advanced age, Newton became 
deaf and almost blind.  In his last 

sermon he forgot where he was, and a 
curate had to come up and tell him.  

He said, 

“My memory is almost 
gone; but I remember two 

things; that I am a great 
sinner and that Christ is a 

great Saviour.”

~ John Newton (1725-18087)– slave 
trader, then preacher who wrote 

Amazing Grace. 



“Let me be homo unius libri. 
(Let me a man of one book.)”

"I set myself on FIRE, they come 
to watch me burn”

~ John Wesley (1703-1791)





“How utterly dependent we are on the 
Holy Spirit in the work of preaching! 
All genuine preaching is rooted in a 

feeling of desperation. You wake up on 
Sunday morning and you can smell the 
smoke of hell on one side and feel the 
crisp breezes of heaven on the other. 

You go to your study and look down at 
your pitiful manuscript, and you kneel 
down and cry, ‘O God, this is so weak! 
Who do I think I am? What audacity to 
think that in three hours my words will 

be the odor of death to death and the 
fragrance of life to life (2 Cor. 2:16). My 
God, who is sufficient for these things?”



“Phillips Brooks used to counsel 
young preachers with these words: 

‘Never allow yourself to feel equal to 
your work . If you ever find that spirit 
growing on you, be afraid.’ And one 
reason to be afraid is because your 
Father will break you and humble 

you. Is there any reason to think that 
God should fit you for the ministry of 
preaching any differently than he did 

Paul?”



The goal of preaching is the 
glory of God in the glad 

submission of his people.

~ John Piper



How to Preach a Sermon! – part one
[How to listen to a sermon! – part uno



1.  Know with all your heart that it is not about you.  In 
fact, God will work in spite of you at times!

1 Corinthians 2:1-5
1When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or 

superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God.  
2For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus 

Christ and him crucified.  3I came to you in weakness and fear, 
and with much trembling.  4My message and my preaching were 
not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of 

the Spirit’s power, 5so that your faith might not rest on men’s 
wisdom, but on God’s power.

How to Preach a Sermon! – part one
[How to listen to a sermon! – part uno



Exodus 4:10-12
10Moses said to the LORD, “O Lord, I have never been 
eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken 

to your servant.  I am slow of speech and tongue.”  11The 
LORD said to him, “Who gave man his mouth?  Who 

makes him deaf or mute?  Who gives him sight or makes 
him blind?  Is it not I, the LORD?  12Now go; I will help 

you speak and will teach you what to say.”



Luke 17:7-10
7“Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking 
after the sheep.  Would he say to the servant when he 

comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down 
to eat’?  8Would he not rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, 

get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; 
after that you may eat and drink’?  9Would he thank the 
servant because he did what he was told to do?  10So you 
also, when you have done everything you were told to 
do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have 

only done our duty.’”





2.  Preach the precious message of the crucified Christ

1 Corinthians 2:1-5
1When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or 

superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God.  
2For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus 

Christ and him crucified.  3I came to you in weakness and fear, 
and with much trembling.  4My message and my preaching were 
not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of 

the Spirit’s power, 5so that your faith might not rest on men’s 
wisdom, but on God’s power.

How to Preach a Sermon! – part one
[How to listen to a sermon! – part uno





Isaiah 59:2



Romans 5:12



Romans 5:8



John 1:12



3.  Be afraid… Be very afraid!

1 Corinthians 2:1-5
1When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or 

superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God.  
2For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus 

Christ and him crucified.  3I came to you in weakness and fear, 
and with much trembling.  4My message and my preaching were 
not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of 

the Spirit’s power, 5so that your faith might not rest on men’s 
wisdom, but on God’s power.

How to Preach a Sermon! – part one
[How to listen to a sermon! – part uno





4.  Expect God to show up and transform people

1 Corinthians 2:1-5
1When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or 

superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God.  
2For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus 

Christ and him crucified.  3I came to you in weakness and fear, 
and with much trembling.  4My message and my preaching were 
not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of 

the Spirit’s power, 5so that your faith might not rest on men’s 
wisdom, but on God’s power.

How to Preach a Sermon! – part one
[How to listen to a sermon! – part uno





Luke 24:36-49
36While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood 

among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”  37They were 
startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost.  38He said to 
them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your 

minds?  39Look at my hands and my feet.  It is I myself!  Touch me 
and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.”  

40When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet.  
41And while they still did not believe it because of joy and 

amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?”  
42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate it 

in their presence.



Luke 24:36-49
44He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with 
you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the 
Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”  45Then he opened 
their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  46He told 

them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from 
the dead on the third day, 47and repentance and forgiveness of 
sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem.  48You are witnesses of these things.  49I am going to 
send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until 

you have been clothed with power from on high.” 



5.  The ultimate goal in preaching - life transformation, 
through faith, and by the power of God.

1 Corinthians 2:1-5
1When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or 

superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God.  
2For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus 

Christ and him crucified.  3I came to you in weakness and fear, 
and with much trembling.  4My message and my preaching were 
not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of 

the Spirit’s power, 5so that your faith might not rest on men’s 
wisdom, but on God’s power.

How to Preach a Sermon! – part one
[How to listen to a sermon! – part uno



1 Corinthians 4:20
20For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk

but of power.



How do you preach (listen to) a sermon?



How do you preach (listen to) a sermon?

Is it about you?

Are you asking God to show up in power to transform 
you and others?

Are you more in love with the worship of God than the 
God of worship?
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