hope \ˈhōp\ vb
1 - to cherish a desire with
anticipation
2 - to desire with expectation of
obtainment
3 - to expect with confidence

Hope:
An expectation or belief
in the fulfillment of
something desired.
~ Walter A. Elwell and Barry J. Beitzel, Baker Encyclopedia
of the Bible (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 1988),
996.

Hope:
An eager expectation of a good outcome.

The Power of Hope

“Hope. Pandora brought the jar with the evils and opened it. It was the gods'
gift to man, on the outside a beautiful, enticing gift, called the "lucky jar." Then
all the evils, those lively, winged beings, flew out of it. Since that time, they
roam around and do harm to men by day and night. One single evil had not yet
slipped out of the jar. As Zeus had wished, Pandora slammed the top down
and it remained inside. So now man has the lucky jar in his house forever and
thinks the world of the treasure. It is at his service; he reaches for it when he
fancies it. For he does not know that that jar
which Pandora brought was the jar of evils, and
he takes the remaining evil for the greatest
worldly good--it is hope, for Zeus did not want
man to throw his life away, no matter how
much the other evils might torment him, but
rather to go on letting himself be tormented
anew. To that end, he gives man hope. In truth,
it is the most evil of evils because it prolongs
man's torment.”
~ Human, All Too Human, by Friedrich Nietzsche
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1.Hope wth no foundation
Job 8:11-15
11Can papyrus grow tall where there is no marsh? Can reeds thrive without
water? 12While still growing and uncut, they wither more quickly than grass.
13Such is the destiny of all who forget God; so perishes the hope of the godless.
14What he trusts in is fragile; what he relies on is a spider’s web. 15He leans on
his web, but it gives way; he clings to it,
but it does not hold.
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2. “Chase-after-all-your-desires” hope
Job 11:14-20
14if you put away the sin that is in your hand and allow no evil to dwell in your
tent, 15then you will lift up your face without shame; you will stand firm and
without fear. 16You will surely forget your trouble, recalling it only as waters
gone by. 17Life will be brighter than noonday, and darkness will become like
morning. 18You will be secure, because there is hope; you will look about you
and take your rest in safety. 19You will lie down, with no one to make you
afraid, and many will court your favor. 20But the eyes of the wicked will fail,
and escape will elude them; their hope will become a dying gasp.”
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2. “Chase-after-all-your-desires” hope
Proverbs 10:28
The prospect of the righteous is joy,
but the hopes of the wicked come to nothing.
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3. Power
Psalm 33:17
A [war] horse is a vain hope for deliverance;
despite all its great strength it cannot save.
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4. Feel good religion
Jeremiah 23:16
This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Do not listen to what the prophets are
prophesying to you; they fill you with false hopes. They speak visions from
their own minds, not from the mouth of the LORD.”
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5. Money
Job 31:24-28
24“If I have put my trust in gold or said to pure gold, ‘You are my security,’ 25if I
have rejoiced over my great wealth, the fortune my hands had gained, 26if I
have regarded the sun in its radiance or the moon moving in splendor, 27so that
my heart was secretly enticed and my hand offered them a kiss of homage,
28then these also would be sins to be judged, for I would have been unfaithful
to God on high.
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5. Money
1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19
6But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7For we brought nothing into
the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8But if we have food and clothing,
we will be content with that. 9People who want to get rich fall into temptation
and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin
and destruction. 10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some
people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves
with many griefs… 17Command those who are rich in this present world not to
be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put
their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.
18Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and
willing to share. 19In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold
of the life that is truly life.
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6. Life without God
Ephesians 2:11-13
11Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called
“uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision” that done in
the body by the hands of men)— 12remember that at that time you were
separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the
covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13But
now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near
through the blood of Christ.
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How to be a person of Hope
Romans 4:18-21
18Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of
many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”
19Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as
dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was
also dead. 20Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of
God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21being fully
persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.
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1After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid,
Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.”
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1After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid,
Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.”
2But

Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain
childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And
Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my household
will be my heir.”
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1After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid,
Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.”
2But

Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain
childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And
Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my household
will be my heir.”
4Then

the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but
a son coming from your own body will be your heir.”
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5He took him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if
indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”

The Power of Hope
How to be a person of Hope
Genesis 15:1-21
5He took him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if
indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”
6Abram

believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.
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also said to him, “I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the
Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it.”
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7He

also said to him, “I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the
Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it.”

8But

9So

believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.

Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD, how can I know that I shall gain
possession of it?”

the LORD said to him, “Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three
years old, along with a dove and a young pigeon.”
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9So the LORD said to him, “Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three
years old, along with a dove and a young pigeon.”
10Abram

brought all these to him, cut them in two and arranged the halves
opposite each other; the birds, however, he did not cut in half. 11Then birds of
prey came down on the carcasses, but Abram drove them away. 12As the sun
was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness
came over him.
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13Then the LORD said to him, “Know for certain that your descendants will be
strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and ill-treated
four hundred years. 14But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and
afterwards they will come out with great possessions. 15You, however, will go
to your fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age. 16In the fourth
generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites
has not yet reached its full measure.”
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How to be a person of Hope
Genesis 15:1-21
17When the sun had set and darkness had
fallen, a smoking brazier with a blazing
torch appeared and passed between the
pieces. 18On that day the LORD made a
covenant with Abram and said, “To your
descendants I give this land, from the
river of Egypt to the great river, the
Euphrates— 19the land of the Kenites,
Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20Hittites,
Perizzites, Rephaites, 21Amorites,
Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites.”
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Romans 4:18-21
18Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of
many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”
19Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as
dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was
also dead. 20Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of
God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21being fully
persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.
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The One who we can put our hope in
Matthew 12:14-21
14But the Pharisees went out and plotted how they might kill Jesus.
15Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from that place. Many followed him, and he
healed all their sick, 16warning them not to tell who he was. 17This was to fulfill
what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:
18“Here

is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; I
will put my Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations. 19He will
not quarrel or cry out; no one will hear his voice in the streets. 20A bruised reed
he will not break, and a smouldering wick he will not snuff out, till he leads
justice to victory. 21In his name the nations will put their hope.”

The Power of Hope
What in your life is being “hoped in” wrongly?
What areas of despair are you feeling that come
from not hoping in God?
How can God be your hope this Christmas?

