
an introduction

NOTE - Please use a personal or pew Bible to look at passages not 
listed on this page.

Genesis 1:1, 2:1
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth…Thus 
the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. 

2 Chronicles 6:26
“When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because your 

people have sinned against you, and when they pray towards this 
place and confess your name and turn from their sin because you 

have afflicted them.” 

Psalm 19:1
1 Kings 8:30

  2 Chronicles 30:27
Isaiah 65:17
“Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The 

former things will not be remembered, nor will they come 
to mind.”

Isaiah 66:22
“As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure 

before me,” declares the LORD, “so will your name and descendants 
endure.”

Matthew 19:27, 28
27Peter answered him, “We have left everything to follow you! 

What then will there be for us?”  28Jesus said to them, “I tell you 
the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits 
on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit 
on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

John 14:1-6
1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in 

me.   2In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.  

3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take 
you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  4You know the 

way to the place where I am going.”  5Thomas said to him, “Lord, 
we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the 

way?”  6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

Acts 3:19-21

Romans 8:17-25
17Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and 

co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that 
we may also share in his glory.  18I consider that our present sufferings 
are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.  

19The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be 
revealed.  20For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by 

its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in 
hope 21that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage 
to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God.  22We know that the whole creation has been groaning 
as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.  23Not 
only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits 

  of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adop-
tion as sons, the redemption of our bodies.  24For in this hope we 

were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes 
for what he already has?  25But if we hope for what we do not yet 

have, we wait for it patiently.

 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:8

2 Peter 3:9-13

Hebrews 12:26-29

Revelation 21:1-22:1-6, 17

Introduction – “A really cold, cold day…”

Judgment
Hebrews 9:27
Matthew 25:33-34

The Doctrine of Heaven
Misconceptions of Heaven

What is heaven like?
A look at all the significant Biblical Data

Old Testament
3 meanings 
1. The created space (universe or sky) above the earth 
Genesis 1:1, 2:1, 2 Chronicles 6:26, Psalm 19:1

2. The place where God lives
1 Kings 8:30, 2 Chronicles 30:27

3.  The “new heavens” and “new earth”
Isaiah 65:17, 66:22
 
New Testament
Progressively revealed in the New Testament 
Jesus
Matthew 19:27-28
John 14:1-6

Apostles
Acts 3:19-21

Paul
Romans 8:17-25
2 Corinthains 4:16-5:8

Peter
2 Peter 3:9-13

Book of Hebrews
Hebrews 12:26-29

Revelation
Revelation 21:1-22:6, 17

So, with all that said, what is heaven like?
1. It will be this world and this heaven completely 

renewed and restored: a physical place

2. It is the dwelling place of God!

3. The curse will be completely gone!

4. There will be “no more sea” (Revelation 21:1,4)

5. Unlike the old earth and heaven, this new one will be 
perfect

6. It will be a city, a place of structure

7. It will be a beautiful place, vast in scope and filled with 
people from every tongue, tribe and nation

8. It is the “blessed hope”

How to get to heaven
John 15:6

Application – In light of heaven, how then should you live?

Message Notes Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)“The God who Judges - part two (heaven)”







The God who Judges



The God who Judges
Hebrews 9:27

27Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment…



The God who Judges
Matthew 25:31-46

31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will 
sit on his throne in heavenly glory.  32All the nations will be gathered before 

him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats.  33He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on 

his left.  34Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are 
blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you 

since the creation of the world.  35For I was hungry and you gave me something 
to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you invited me in, 36I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you 

looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’



"Last Judgment Triptych" c 1467-1471, by Hans Memling.



The Doctrine of Hell
SUMMARY

1. Eternal

2. Conscious

3. Punishment

4. Prepared for the devil and his angels

5. Shut out from the (approving) presence of the Lord

6. Many people are headed there

7. In fact, without Christ ALL people would go there

(It is what we deserve!)



"Last Judgment Triptych" c 1467-1471, by Hans Memling.



"Last Judgment Triptych" c 1467-1471, by Hans Memling.
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Genesis 1:1, 2:1
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth… Thus the heavens 
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2 Chronicles 6:26
“When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because your people have 
sinned against you, and when they pray towards this place and confess your 

name and turn from their sin because you have afflicted them.”

Psalm 19:1
The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
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2.  The dwelling-place of God

1 Kings 8:30
Hear the supplication of your servant and of your people Israel when they pray 

towards this place. Hear from heaven, your dwelling-place,
and when you hear, forgive.

2 Chronicles 30:27
The priests and the Levites stood to bless the people, and God heard them, for 

their prayer reached heaven, his holy dwelling-place.
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The Doctrine of Heaven
NEW TESTAMENT

Jesus

Matthew 19:27, 28
27Peter answered him, “We have left everything to follow you! What then will 
there be for us?”  28Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all 

things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have 
followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.



The Doctrine of Heaven
NEW TESTAMENT

Jesus

John 14:1-6
1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.   2In my 

Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am 
going there to prepare a place for you.  3And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  

4You know the way to the place where I am going.”  5Thomas said to him, 
“Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”  

6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the 
Father except through me.”
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The Doctrine of Heaven
NEW TESTAMENT

The Apostles

Acts 3:19-21
19“Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that 

times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 20and that he may send the Christ, 
who has been appointed for you--even Jesus.  21He must remain in heaven until 
the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through 

his holy prophets.”
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The Doctrine of Heaven
NEW TESTAMENT

Paul

Romans 8:17-25
17Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with 

Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in 
his glory.  18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with 
the glory that will be revealed in us.  19The creation waits in eager expectation 

for the sons of God to be revealed.  20For the creation was subjected to 
frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in 

hope 21that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and 
brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.



The Doctrine of Heaven
NEW TESTAMENT

Paul

Romans 8:17-25
22We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 

childbirth right up to the present time.  23Not only so, but we ourselves, who 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our 
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.  24For in this hope we were 

saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already 
has?  25But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.



The Doctrine of Heaven
NEW TESTAMENT

Paul

2 Corinthians 4:16-5:8
16Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet 
inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  17For our light and momentary 

troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  18So 
we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is 

temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.  1Now we know that if the earthly tent 
we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in 
heaven, not built by human hands.  2Meanwhile we groan, longing to be 

clothed with our heavenly dwelling,  3because when we are clothed, we will 
not be found naked.  4For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, 

because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly 
dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.



The Doctrine of Heaven
NEW TESTAMENT

Paul

2 Corinthians 4:16-5:8
5Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the 
Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.  6Therefore we are always 
confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away 
from the Lord.  7We live by faith, not by sight.  8We are confident, I say, and 

would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.
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The Doctrine of Heaven
NEW TESTAMENT

Peter

2 Peter 3:9-13
9The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.  

He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance.  10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief.  The heavens will 

disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and 
everything in it will be laid bare.  11Since everything will be destroyed in this 
way, what kind of people ought you to be?  You ought to live holy and godly 
lives 12as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming.  That day 
will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will 

melt in the heat.  13But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a 
new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.
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The Doctrine of Heaven
NEW TESTAMENT

The Author of Hebrews

Hebrews 12:26-29
26At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Once more 
I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” The words “once more” 
indicate the removing of what can be shaken--that is, created things--so that 

what cannot be shaken may remain.  28Therefore, since we are receiving a 
kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God 
acceptably with reverence and awe, 29for our “God is a consuming fire.”
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The Doctrine of Heaven
NEW TESTAMENT

Revelation

Revelation 21:1-22:1-6, 17
1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  2I saw the Holy City, 
the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
beautifully dressed for her husband.  3And I heard a loud voice from the throne 

saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them.  
They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  

4He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”  5He 

who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!”



The Doctrine of Heaven
NEW TESTAMENT

Revelation

Revelation 21:1-22:1-6, 17
Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”  6He 
said to me: “It is done.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the 
End.  To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of 
the water of life.  7He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God 

and he will be my son.  8But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the 
murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters 
and all liars—their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur.  This is the 

second death.”



The Doctrine of Heaven
NEW TESTAMENT

Revelation

Revelation 21:1-22:1-6, 17
9One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues 
came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.”  

10And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and 
showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.  

11It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very 
precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.  12It had a great, high wall with 
twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates.  On the gates were written 
the names of the twelve tribes of Israel.  13There were three gates on the east, 

three on the north, three on the south and three on the west.  14The wall of the 
city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve 

apostles of the Lamb.



The Doctrine of Heaven
NEW TESTAMENT

Revelation

Revelation 21:1-22:1-6, 17
15The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the 
city, its gates and its walls.  16The city was laid out like a square, as long as it 
was wide.  He measured the city with the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia 

in length, and as wide and high as it is long.  17He measured its wall and it was 
144 cubits thick, by man’s measurement, which the angel was using.  18The wall 

was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass.  19The 
foundations of the city walls were decorated with every kind of precious stone.  
The first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the 
fourth emerald, 20the fifth sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, 

the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, 
and the twelfth amethyst.  21The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate 

made of a single pearl.  The great street of the city was of pure gold, like 
transparent glass.



The Doctrine of Heaven
NEW TESTAMENT

Revelation

Revelation 21:1-22:1-6, 17
22I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the 

Lamb are its temple.  23The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on 
it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp.  24The nations 

will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it.  
25On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there.  26The 
glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it.  27Nothing impure will 

ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only 
those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.



The Doctrine of Heaven
NEW TESTAMENT

Revelation

Revelation 21:1-22:1-6, 17
1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, 

flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2down the middle of the great 
street of the city.  On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve 
crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month.  And the leaves of the tree are for 
the healing of the nations.  3No longer will there be any curse.  The throne of 

God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him.  4They 
will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.  5There will be no 

more night.  They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for 
the Lord God will give them light.  And they will reign for ever and ever.



The Doctrine of Heaven
NEW TESTAMENT

Revelation

Revelation 21:1-22:1-6, 17
6The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true.  The Lord, the 

God of the spirits of the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things 
that must soon take place.”

17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”  And let him who hears say, “Come!”  
Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift 

of the water of life.
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1.  It will be this world and this heaven 
completely renewed and restored: a physical 

place

a.  New Heavens and New Earth imagery
b.  The Story of the entire Bible (Biblical Theology)

c.  Jesus, the first-born as his resurrected body



The Doctrine of Heaven
“The world into which we shall come in the 

future of Jesus Christ is not another world, but 
this world, this heaven and this earth, both 

having passed away and become new.  These 
forests and fields, these cities and streets, these 

people will be there in the show place of 
redemption” 

~ Eduard Thurneysen: (The Return, page 231).  
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The Doctrine of Heaven

“The total work of Christ is nothing 
less than to redeem this entire creation 
from the effects of sin.  That purpose 
will not be accomplished until God 
has ushered in the new earth, until 
Paradise Lost has become Paradise 

Regained.”

~ Anthony Hoekema,  The Bible and the 
Future page 275)
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will be perfect
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The Doctrine of Heaven
Okay, so what’s heaven like?

7.  It will be a beautiful place, 
vast in scope and filled with 

people from every tongue, tribe 
and nation



The Doctrine of Heaven
Okay, so what’s heaven like?

8.  It is our blessed hope!!



The Doctrine of Heaven
How do I get to heaven?

John 14:6
6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
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