


The line it is drawn
The curse it is cast
The slow one now
Will later be fast

As the present now
Will later be past

The order is Rapidly fadin'.
And the first one now

Will later be last
For the times they are a-changin'.





With the life, death, resurrection and ascension 
of Jesus, the time’s they are a changin’!



With the life, death, resurrection and ascension 
of Jesus, the time’s they are a changin’!

John 7:37-39
37On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, 
“If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.  38Whoever believes in me, 
as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.”  
39By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to 

receive.  Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet 
been glorified.



With the life, death, resurrection and ascension 
of Jesus, the time’s they are a changin’!

John 16:1-15
1“All this I have told you so that you will not go astray.  2They will put you out 

of the synagogue; in fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will 
think he is offering a service to God.  3They will do such things because they 

have not known the Father or me.  4I have told you this, so that when the time 
comes you will remember that I warned you.  I did not tell you this at first 

because I was with you.  5Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of you 
asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6Because I have said these things, you are 

filled with grief.



With the life, death, resurrection and ascension 
of Jesus, the time’s they are a changin’!

John 16:1-15
7But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away.  Unless I go 
away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.  

8When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and 
righteousness and judgment: 9in regard to sin, because men do not believe in 
me; 10in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you 
can see me no longer; 11and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this 
world now stands condemned.  12I have much more to say to you, more than 

you can now bear.  13But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you 
into all truth.  He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, 
and he will tell you what is yet to come.  14He will bring glory to me by taking 

from what is mine and making it known to you.  15All that belongs to the Father 
is mine.  That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it 

known to you.”



We now live in the best of all of 
times on the earth to date:

The Age of the Spirit



The Age of the Spirit
Acts 1:1-14

1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 
teach 2until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 

through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.  3After his suffering, he 
showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was 
alive.  He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the 
kingdom of God.  4On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave 
them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised, which you have heard me speak about.  5For John baptized with 

water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”  6So when 
they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore 
the kingdom to Israel?”  7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times 
or dates the Father has set by his own authority.  8But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  9After he said this, 
he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.  



The Age of the Spirit
Acts 1:1-14

10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly 
two men dressed in white stood beside them.  11“Men of Galilee,”  they said, 

“why do you stand here looking into the sky?  This same Jesus, who has been 
taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen 

him go into heaven.”  12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the 
Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city.  13When they arrived, they 
went upstairs to the room where they were staying.  Those present were Peter, 

John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; 
James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.  14They 
all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the 

mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.



The Age of the Spirit
Acts 2:1-13

1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  
2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and 
filled the whole house where they were sitting.  3They saw what seemed to be 
tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  4All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the 

Spirit enabled them.  5Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews 
from every nation under heaven.  6When they heard this sound, a crowd came 
together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own 

language.  7Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are 
speaking Galileans?  8Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own 

native language?  9Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 

the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11

both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them 
declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!”  12Amazed and perplexed, 
they asked one another, “What does this mean?”  13Some, however, made fun 

of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”



The Age of the Spirit
Acts 2:37-41

37When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and 
the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”  38Peter replied, “Repent and 
be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  39The promise is for 
you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our 

God will call.”  40With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with 
them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.”  41Those who accepted 

his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their 
number that day.



We now live in the best of all of 
times on the earth to date:

The Age of the Church



The Age of the Spirit
1.  Who is the Holy Spirit?



GIAQUINTO, Corrado, The Holy 
Spirit,1750s, Oil on canvas,

64 x 48 cm, Private collection



The Age of the Spirit
1.  Who is the Holy Spirit?

“In the work of creation, the three persons of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit had different functions. God the Father spoke the world into existence 
(Genesis 1-3), but God the Son carried out the divine decree. The Gospel of John 
says of Jesus: "All things were made through him [Jesus], and without him was 
not anything made that was made" (John 1:3). God the Holy Spirit was active in 
creation, "brooding over the face of the waters" (Genesis 1:2; see also Psalm 33:6 
and 139:7).



The Age of the Spirit
1.  Who is the Holy Spirit?

“In the work of redemption and salvation, the three persons have different 
roles or functions. God the Father planned the redemption and sent God the 
Son into the world to carry out the plan of redemption. He obeyed the Father 
and died on the cross for our sins.  Neither the Father nor the God the Holy 
Spirit carried out this part of redemption. The Holy Spirit was sent by the 
Father and the Son (John 14:26 and 16:7) to apply the plan of redemption to the 
heart of each person who receives it. The Holy Spirit also purifies and sanctifies 
us or makes us holy in our daily lives. 



The Age of the Spirit
1.  Who is the Holy Spirit?

“In relation to each other, we see that in the creation and redemption, the 
Father sends and directs the Son (Ephesians 3:14-15), who obeys and goes 
where he is directed, revealing the full nature of God the Father to us (John 1:1-
5, 14, 18; 17:4; Philippians 2:5-11).  These roles fit perfectly with Fatherhood and 
Sonship. Both the Father and the Son send the Holy Spirit, so the Spirit obeys 
both the first and second persons of the Trinity.  Thus, while the three persons 
of the Trinity have and share the same attributes (holiness, mercy, omniscience, 
and so on), they have distinct roles or functions as they relate to each other, to 
creation, and in the plan of redemption and salvation. They are equal to each 
other in their divine attributes, but the Son and the Spirit are subordinate in 
their roles.

~ James M. Arlandson, A Brief Explanation of the Trinity (article from American 
Thinker (May 28th, 2005)



The Age of the Spirit
2.  What does the Holy Spirit do?



The Age of the Spirit
2.  What does the Holy Spirit do?

Convicts of Sin

John 16:8-15
8“When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and 

righteousness and judgment: 9in regard to sin, because men do not believe in 
me; 10in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you 
can see me no longer; 11and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this 
world now stands condemned.  12I have much more to say to you, more than 

you can now bear.  13But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you 
into all truth.  He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, 
and he will tell you what is yet to come.  14He will bring glory to me by taking 

from what is mine and making it known to you.  15All that belongs to the Father 
is mine.  That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it 

known to you.”



The Age of the Spirit
2.  What does the Holy Spirit do?

Teaches us

John 16:8-15
8“When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and 

righteousness and judgment: 9in regard to sin, because men do not believe in 
me; 10in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you 
can see me no longer; 11and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this 
world now stands condemned.  12I have much more to say to you, more than 

you can now bear.  13But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you 
into all truth.  He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, 
and he will tell you what is yet to come.  14He will bring glory to me by taking 

from what is mine and making it known to you.  15All that belongs to the Father 
is mine.  That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it 

known to you.”



The Age of the Spirit
2.  What does the Holy Spirit do?

Brings Glory to the Father and Jesus

John 16:8-15
8“When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and 

righteousness and judgment: 9in regard to sin, because men do not believe in 
me; 10in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you 
can see me no longer; 11and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this 
world now stands condemned.  12I have much more to say to you, more than 

you can now bear.  13But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you 
into all truth.  He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, 
and he will tell you what is yet to come.  14He will bring glory to me by taking 

from what is mine and making it known to you.  15All that belongs to the Father 
is mine.  That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it 

known to you.”



The Age of the Spirit
2.  What does the Holy Spirit do?

Fills Believers

Ephesians 5:15-21
15Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16making the 
best use of the time, because the days are evil.  17Therefore do not be foolish, 

but understand what the will of the Lord is.  18And do not get drunk with wine, 
for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19addressing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord 

with all your heart, 20giving thanks always and for everything to God the 
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21submitting to one another out of 

reverence for Christ.



The Age of the Spirit
2.  What does the Holy Spirit do?

Gives Power to follow Jesus

Romans 8:8-11
8Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.  9You, however, are 
controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in 

you.  And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to 
Christ.  10But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your 

spirit is alive because of righteousness.  11And if the Spirit of him who raised 
Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.



The Age of the Spirit
2.  What does the Holy Spirit do?

Gives Spiritual Gifts

1 Corinthians 12:7-11
7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.  
8To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the 

message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the 
same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10to another 

miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between 
spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another 
the interpretation of tongues.  11All these are the work of one and the same 

Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.



The Age of the Church



The Age of the Church





Matthew 16:18
And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hades will not overcome it.



Matthew 16:18
And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hades will not overcome it.

Matthew 18:17
17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church; and if he refuses to listen even to the 
church, treat him as you would a pagan or a 
tax collector.



Ephesians 3:8-11
8Although I am less than the least of all 
God’s people, this grace was given me: to 
preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ, 9and to make plain to 
everyone the administration of this mystery, 
which for ages past was kept hidden in God, 
who created all things.  10His intent was that 
now, through the church, the manifold 
wisdom of God should be made known to 
the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
realms, 11according to his eternal purpose 
which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.



Acts 13:1-4
1In the church at Antioch there were 
prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon 
called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen 
(who had been brought up with Herod the 
tetrarch) and Saul.  2While they were 
worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy 
Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work to which I have called 
them.”  3So after they had fasted and prayed, 
they placed their hands on them and sent 
them off.  4The two of them, sent on their 
way by the Holy Spirit, went down to 
Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus.



Acts 14:23
Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for 
them in each church and, with prayer and 
fasting, committed them to the Lord, in 
whom they had put their trust.



Acts 14:27
On arriving there, they gathered the church 
together and reported all that God had done 
through them and how he had opened the 
door of faith to the Gentiles.



Acts 15:3, 4
3The church sent them on their way, and as 
they travelled through Phoenicia and 
Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had 
been converted.  This news made all the 
brothers very glad.  4When they came to 
Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the 
church and the apostles and elders, to whom 
they reported everything God had done 
through them.



2 Thessalonians 1:4
4Therefore, among God’s churches we boast 
about your perseverance and faith in all the 
persecutions and trials you are enduring.



3.  What is the universal church?



3.  What is the universal church?

The universal church is the 
sum total of all believers in 

Jesus Christ



4.  What is a local church?



4.  What is a local church?

Local churches are a subset of 
the universal church, bounded 

by geography and time.



The Age of the Church



5.  What makes up a healthy local church?



5.  What makes up a healthy local church?

1. Scriptural Authority

1 Timothy 3:14, 15
14Although I hope to come to you soon, I am 
writing you these instructions so that, 15if I 

am delayed, you will know how people 
ought to conduct themselves in God’s 

household, which is the church of the living 
God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.



5.  What makes up a healthy local church?

2. Worship

1 Corinthians 11:17-22
17In the following directives I have no praise for 

you, for your meetings do more harm than good.  
18In the first place, I hear that when you come 

together as a church, there are divisions among 
you, and to some extent I believe it.  19No doubt 
there have to be differences among you to show 
which of you have God’s approval.  20When you 

come together, it is not the Lord’s Supper you eat, 
21for as you eat, each of you goes ahead without 
waiting for anybody else.  One remains hungry, 
another gets drunk.  22Don’t you have homes to 
eat and drink in?  Or do you despise the church 
of God and humiliate those who have nothing?  
What shall I say to you?  Shall I praise you for 

this?  Certainly not!



5.  What makes up a healthy local church?

3. Covenanted Community

Acts 2:42-47
42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching and to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.  43Everyone 
was filled with awe, and many wonders and 
miraculous signs were done by the apostles.  

44All the believers were together and had 
everything in common.  45Selling their 

possessions and goods, they gave to anyone 
as he had need.  46Every day they continued 
to meet together in the temple courts.  They 
broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God 

and enjoying the favor of all the people.  
And the Lord added to their number daily 

those who were being saved.



5.  What makes up a healthy local church?

4. Biblical Leadership

Titus 1:5
The reason I left you in Crete was that you 

might straighten out what was left 
unfinished and appoint elders in every 

town, as I directed you.



5.  What makes up a healthy local church?

5. Mission

John 20:2
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you!  As the 

Father has sent me, I am sending you.”



5.  What makes up a healthy local church?

6. Baptism & Lord’s Supper

Matthew 28:16-20
16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, 
to the mountain where Jesus had told them 

to go.  17When they saw him, they 
worshipped him; but some doubted.  18Then 
Jesus came to them and said, “All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me.  19Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you.  And surely I am 

with you always, to the very end of the age.”

1 Corinthians 11:17-22 (Lord’s Supper)



6.  Is a Bible study / a group of 
believers a Church?



Are you living your life to the fullest in 
the best of God’s history?



Are you living your life to the fullest in 
the best of God’s history?

1. By being filled, gifted and controlled by the
Holy Spirit?



Are you living your life to the fullest in 
the best of God’s history?

1. By being filled, gifted and controlled by the
Holy Spirit?

2. By being active, committed and constructive to this 
(or another) local church?
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