


The Knowledge of the Holy
“When the Scripture states that man was made in the image of 
God, we dare not add to that statement an idea from our own 

head and make it mean ”in the exact image.” To do so is to make 
man a replica of God, and that is to lose the unicity of God and 
end with no God at all. It is to break down the wall, infinitely

high, that separates That-which-is-God 
from that-which-is-not-God. To think of 
creature and Creator as alike in essential 
being is to rob God of most of His 
attributes and reduce Him to the status 
of a creature.



The Knowledge of the Holy
“It is, for instance, to rob Him of His infinitude: there cannot be 
two unlimited substances in the universe. It is to take away His 
sovereignty: there cannot be two absolutely free beings in the 
universe, for sooner or later two completely free wills must 
collide. These attributes, to mention no more, require that

there be but one to whom they belong.”

~ A. W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy, chapter two, pages 15-16



In order for us to know anything 
about God, he has to show us.



In order for us to know anything 
about God, he has to show us.

Isaiah 46:8-11
8“Remember this, fix it in mind, take it to heart, you rebels.  

9Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am God, and 
there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me.  10I make 
known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is 

still to come.  I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I 
please.  11From the east I summon a bird of prey; from a far-off 
land, a man to fulfill my purpose.  What I have said, that will I 

bring about; what I have planned, that will I do.”



In order for us to know anything 
about God, he has to show us.

John 3:16-18
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him.  18Whoever believes in 

him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because he has not believed in the name of 

God’s one and only Son.”
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In order for us to know anything 
about God, he has to show us.

• The God who creates
• The God who has compassion on the rebellious

• The God who won’t be mocked
• The God who makes and keeps promises

• The God who becomes human
• The God who is just in crushing His own Son



The God who saves
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Saved?  From What?

Sin!!
Power

Penalty
Pervasiveness
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The Salvation of God:
1. From our perspective

Titus 3:4-7
4But when the kindness and love of 

God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, 
not because of righteous things we had 

done, but because of his mercy.  He 
saved us through the washing of 

rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
6whom he poured out on us generously 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so 
that, having been justified by his grace, 
we might become heirs having the hope 

of eternal life.
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1.  The Benefits of the Cross of Christ?
a.  Wrath Poured Out
b.  Jesus Took our sins
c.  For those who believe, Jesus 

GIVES you his righteousness 
(Imputation)

d.  Jesus purchased our 
justification and sanctification
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The Salvation of God:
1. From our perspective

2.  Our response to that amazing gift
a.  Repent
b.  Believe
c.  Receive
d.  Live!



The Salvation of God:
1. From our perspective

3.  The result of Trusting Christ



The Salvation of God:
1. From our perspective

3.  The result of Trusting Christ
a.  You are saved,



The Salvation of God:
1. From our perspective

3.  The result of Trusting Christ
a.  You are saved,
b.  you are being saved



The Salvation of God:
1. From our perspective

3.  The result of Trusting Christ
a.  You are saved,
b.  you are being saved
c.  and you will be saved!



The God who saves

2. From God’s Perspective!



The Knowledge of the Holy
“It is, for instance, to rob Him of His infinitude: there cannot be 
two unlimited substances in the universe. It is to take away His 
sovereignty: there cannot be two absolutely free beings in the 
universe, for sooner or later two completely free wills must 
collide. These attributes, to mention no more, require that

there be but one to whom they belong.”

~ A. W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy, chapter two, pages 15-16



“I’ll show you how deep the rabbit hole really goes.”





T: Total Depravity

U: Unconditional Election

L: Limited Atonement

I: Irresistible Grace

P: Perseverance of Saints



Human Ability

Conditional Election

Universal Atonement

Resistable Grace

Falling from Grace





Why is this topic so avoided and 
even offensive to so many people?



1.  Public School



Modern Thinking



Biblical Worldview

GOD



2.  Postmodernity which is our current 
epistemology (way we know stuff) HATES 

certainty and outside influences.
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“I call them the way they are”

“I call them the way I see them”

“It ain’t nothing until I call it so”



3.  Predestination “isn’t fair!”



4.  Predestination leads to such division



Why are we then talking about it?
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1. It is all over the Bible

2. In Scripture it is presented as 
something to actually rest and 

rejoice in

3. It shows the incomprehensible 
nature of God’s ways
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the Predestination and 
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John 6:44
44“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws 

him, and I will raise him up at the last day.”



The Biblical Argument for 
the Predestination and 

Election of God:
Gospel of John

John 6:64-71
64“Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had 
known from the beginning which of them did not believe and 

who would betray him. 65He went on to say, “This is why I told 
you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled 

him.”  66From this time many of his disciples turned back and no 
longer followed him.



The Biblical Argument for 
the Predestination and 

Election of God:
Gospel of John

John 6:64-71
67“You do not want to leave too, do you?”  Jesus asked the 

Twelve.  68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we 
go?  You have the words of eternal life.  69We believe and know 

that you are the Holy One of God.”  70Then Jesus replied, “Have I 
not chosen you, the Twelve?  Yet one of you is a devil!”  71(He 
meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the 

Twelve, was later to betray him.)



The Biblical Argument for 
the Predestination and 

Election of God:
Gospel of John

John 13:12-19
12When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes 

and returned to his place.  “Do you understand what I have done 
for you?”  he asked them.  13“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord’, 

and rightly so, for that is what I am.  14Now that I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one 

another’s feet.  15I have set you an example that you should do as I 
have done for you.  16I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than 
his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.  



The Biblical Argument for 
the Predestination and 

Election of God:
Gospel of John

John 13:12-19
17Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do 

them.  18I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have 
chosen.  But this is to fulfill the scripture: ‘He who shares my 

bread has lifted up his heel against me.’ 19I am telling you now 
before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe 

that I am He.”



The Biblical Argument for 
the Predestination and 

Election of God:
Gospel of John

John 15:15, 16
15“I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know 

his master’s business.  Instead, I have called you friends, for 
everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to 

you.  16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you 
to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.  Then the Father will give 

you whatever you ask in my name.”
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The Biblical Argument for 
the Predestination and 

Election of God:
Book of Acts

Acts 2:22-23
22“Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man 

accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which 
God did among you through him, as you yourselves know.  23This 

man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and 
foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to 

death by nailing him to the cross. 



The Biblical Argument for 
the Predestination and 

Election of God:
Book of Acts

Acts 13:47, 48
47For this is what the Lord has commanded us: “‘I have made you 
a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of 

the earth.’”  48When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and 
honored the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for 

eternal life believed.



The Biblical Argument for 
the Predestination and 

Election of God:
Romans



The Biblical Argument for 
the Predestination and 

Election of God:
Romans

Romans 9:1-33
1I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the 
Holy Spirit— 2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  3For I 

could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my 
brothers, those of my own race, 4the people of Israel.  Theirs is the adoption as 
sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple 
worship and the promises.  5Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced 

the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, for ever praised!  Amen.



The Biblical Argument for 
the Predestination and 

Election of God:
Romans

Romans 9:1-33
6It is not as though God’s word had failed.  For not all who are descended from 
Israel are Israel.  7Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s 

children.  On the contrary, ‘It is through Isaac that your offspring will be 
reckoned.’  8In other words, it is not the natural children who are God’s 

children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s 
offspring.  9For this was how the promise was stated: ‘At the appointed time I 

will return, and Sarah will have a son.’  10Not only that, but Rebekah’s children 
had one and the same father, our father Isaac.  11Yet, before the twins were born 

or had done anything good or bad—in order that God’s purpose in election 
might stand: 12not by works but by him who calls—she was told, ‘The older 

will serve the younger.’  13Just as it is written: ‘Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.’  
14What then shall we say?  Is God unjust?  Not at all!



The Biblical Argument for 
the Predestination and 

Election of God:
Romans

Romans 9:1-33
14What then shall we say?  Is God unjust?  Not at all!  15For he says to Moses, ‘I 

will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I 
have compassion.’  16It does not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort, 
but on God’s mercy.  17For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: ‘I raised you up for 
this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name 

might be proclaimed in all the earth.’  18Therefore God has mercy on whom he 
wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden.



The Biblical Argument for 
the Predestination and 

Election of God:
Romans

Romans 9:1-33
19One of you will say to me: ‘Then why does God still blame us?  For who 

resists his will?’  20But who are you, O man, to talk back to God?  ‘Shall what is 
formed say to him who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’  21Does not 
the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for 
noble purposes and some for common use?  22What if God, choosing to show 
his wrath and make his power known, bore with great patience the objects of 
his wrath—prepared for destruction?  23What if he did this to make the riches 
of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance 

for glory— 24even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also 
from the Gentiles?



The Biblical Argument for 
the Predestination and 

Election of God:
Romans

Romans 9:1-33
25As he says in Hosea: ‘I will call them ‘my people’ who are not my people; and 
I will call her ‘my loved one’ who is not my loved one,’  26and, ‘It will happen 
that in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they 

will be called ‘sons of the living God’.  27Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: 
“Though the number of the Israelites be like the sand by the sea, only the 

remnant will be saved.  28For the Lord will carry out his sentence on earth with 
speed and finality.”  29It is just as Isaiah said previously: “Unless the Lord 
Almighty had left us descendants, we would have become like Sodom, we 

would have been like Gomorrah.”



The Biblical Argument for 
the Predestination and 

Election of God:
Romans

Romans 9:1-33
30What then shall we say?  That the Gentiles, who did not pursue 

righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; 31but Israel, 
who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it.  32Why not?  Because 

they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works.  They stumbled over the 
“stumbling-stone”.  33As it is written: “See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes men 
to stumble and a rock that makes them fall, and the one who trusts in him will 

never be put to shame.”



The Biblical Argument for 
the Predestination and 

Election of God:
Ephesians



The Biblical Argument for 
the Predestination and 

Election of God:
Ephesians

Ephesians 1:3-11
3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  4For he chose us in 
him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.  In 

love 5he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in 
accordance with his pleasure and will— 6to the praise of his glorious grace, 

which he has freely given us in the One he loves.  7In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of 
God’s grace 8that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.



The Biblical Argument for 
the Predestination and 

Election of God:
Ephesians

Ephesians 1:3-11
9And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good 

pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10to be put into effect when the times 
will have reached their fulfillment—to bring all things in heaven and on earth 
together under one head, even Christ.  11In him we were also chosen, having 
been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in 

conformity with the purpose of his will.



The Biblical Argument for 
the Predestination and 

Election of God:
Ephesians

Ephesians 2:1-10
1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in which you used 

to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the 
kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  

3All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our 
sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts.  Like the rest, we were by 

nature objects of wrath. 



The Biblical Argument for 
the Predestination and 

Election of God:
Ephesians

Ephesians 2:1-10
4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive 

with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have 
been saved.  6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the 

heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming ages he might 
show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in 
Christ Jesus.  8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no-one can 
boast.  10For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
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1. God is completely sovereign over all things

2.  Salvation is initiated by God’s amazing love 
shown to us by the Cross. choosing a path 

for his children to be saved – the wonderful 
path and mysterious way of the Cross of 

Jesus Christ.

3.  This sovereignty also involves his choosing 
individuals who will be his children.

4.  If by “free will” you mean there are no 
outside forces on you at all as you make 

choices, you are delusional.

5.  However, Predestination does not mean 
determinism!  We have real choices.  We are 

not puppets!
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elect around you.
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your elect, and 
then elect some 

more.”



Summary Thoughts

6.  We would NEVER choose God without his 
first choosing us.

7.  The “Irresistable Grace” part of Calvinism 
does not mean we come “kicking and 

screaming”.

8.  You have absolutely no idea who are the 
elect around you.

9.  Making peace with God’s ultimate 
Sovereignty MOTIVATES you to prayer and 

evangelism!



If sinners will be damned, at 
least let them leap to hell over 
our bodies; and if they will 
perish, let them perish with our 
arms about their knees, 
imploring them to stay, and not 
madly to destroy themselves. If 
hell must be filled, at least let it 
be filled in the teeth of our 
exertions, and let not one go 
there unwarned and unprayed 
for.
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Summary Thoughts

10.  Hyper-Calvinism is very dangerous!!  (Be 
very careful of your ‘therefores’ – stick to 

the language of Scripture)

11.  Predestination in Scripture is used an 
encouraging thing – not as a “stay up late 

and try to figure it out thing”.

12.  If you wonder if you are elect – do you 
believe?  You are not commanded to 

wonder about that.  You are commanded to 
believe.

13.  The Predestination/Election of the God 
who saves leads to God-centered, 

wonderful, mysterious and powerful 
WORSHIP, not confusion.



Ephesians 1:3-11
3Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 

in the heavenly realms with every 
spiritual blessing in Christ.  4For he 

chose us in him before the creation of 
the world to be holy and blameless in 

his sight.  In love 5he predestined us to 
be adopted as his sons through Jesus 

Christ, in accordance with his pleasure 
and will— 6to the praise of his glorious 
grace, which he has freely given us in 

the One he loves.
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