
an introduction

[Grab a Bible for the passages not written out here]

Genesis 3:14, 15
Deuteronomy 18:15
Isaiah 7:14
Isaiah 9:6, 7

Micah 5:2
Malachi 4:1-6

Galatians 4:4, 5
4But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, 

born of a woman, born under law, 5to redeem those un-
der law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.

Matthew 1:18-25
18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: 

His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Jo-
seph, but before they came together, she was found to be 

with child through the Holy Spirit.  19Because Joseph her 
husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose 

her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  
20But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord ap-
peared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do 

not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what 
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  21She will give 

birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins.”  22All 
this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: 23“The virgin will be with child and will 
give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—

which means, “God with us.”  24When Joseph woke up, 
he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him 

and took Mary home as his wife.  25But he had no union with 
her until she gave birth to a son.  And he gave him the name 

Jesus.

John 1:1-4, 14, 18
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.  2He was with God 
in the beginning.  3Through him all things were made; 

without him nothing was made that has been made.  
4In him was life, and that life was the light of men.   14The 

Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth.  18No one has ever 

seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s 
side, has made him known.

Philippians 2:5-11
5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ 
Jesus: 6Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be grasped, 7but made 
himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, 

being made in human likeness.  8And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became 

obedient to death—even death on a cross!  9Therefore God 
exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name 

that is above every name, 10that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.

John 21:20
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has 
sent me, I am sending you.”

Introduction – “Four Snapshots of God and what that 
says about him and about us”
The God who:
 Creates
 
 Has compassion on the rebellious

 Makes and keeps promises

 Will not be mocked

THE GOD WHO BECOMES HUMAN
A brief overview of the rest of the OT

From Genesis to Malachi, the crescendo is getting 
louder and louder!!!
Genesis 3:14, 15
Deuteronomy 18:15
Isaiah 7:14
Isaiah 9:6, 7
Micah 5:2
Malachi 4:1-6

And then…  AND THEN…  nothing…
The wait…400 years of silence

Finally…
Galatians 4:4, 5

When the time had fully come?

How two of the gospel writes describe the incarna-
tion:
Matthew 1:18-25

John 1:1-4, 14, 18

What exactly happened at the Incarnation?
Philippians 2:5-11

Westminster Confession VIII/ii

What difference does this make?  Implications 
about God and us from the Incarnation:

1. God is with us!
2. God is for us!
3. God delights in restoring the greatness of 

his name
4. God is willing to go to extreme measures 

to do that
5. God is a genius
6. If you wonder who God is, look at Jesus
7. We are only called to receive it, to take 

the gift
8. We are then called to live a similar life, 

an incarnational life with others  (John 
20:21)

Application – Joy to the World!

Message Notes Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)“The God who becomes human”
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The God who creates

God
•Power

•Independence
•Beauty

Us
•Created Very 

Good
•Dependent
•Made in the 

Imageo Dei
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The God who has compassion 
on the rebellious

God
•Mercy

•Compassion
•Patience

Us
•Rebellious

•Depravity and 
Inability to change

•Death
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The God who makes promises

God
•Wisdom

•Faithfulness
•Involvement 

with the 
rebellious

Us
•Deeply desiring 

God’s 
involvement
•Unfaithful

•Increasingly 
rebellious
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The God who will not be mocked

God
•Just

•Wrath
•Jealous for his 
name above all

Us
•Mockers
•Obstinate

•Destined for 
judgment



The God who will not be mocked
Psalm 138:1, 2
1 I will praise you, O LORD, 
with all my heart; before the 
“gods” I will sing your praise.  
2I will bow down towards your 
holy temple and will praise 
your name for your love and 
your faithfulness, for you have 
exalted above all things your 
name and your word.



The God who will not be mocked
Psalm 138:1, 2
1 I will praise you, O LORD, 
with all my heart; before the 
“gods” I will sing your praise.  
2I will bow down towards your 
holy temple and will praise 
your name for your love and 
your faithfulness, for you have 
exalted above all things your 
name and your word.

Luke 18:31-34
31Jesus took the Twelve aside 

and told them, “We are going 
up to Jerusalem, and everything 

that is written by the prophets 
about the Son of Man will be 
fulfilled.  32He will be turned 

over to the Gentiles.  They will 
mock him, insult him, spit on 

him, flog him and kill him.  



The God who becomes human
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The God who becomes human - inklings 
in the Old Testament

Genesis 3:14, 15
14So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done 

this, Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild 
animals!  You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all 
the days of your life.  15And I will put enmity between you and 
the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush 

your head, and you will strike his heel.”



The God who becomes human - inklings 
in the Old Testament

Deuteronomy 18:15
15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 

from among your own brothers.  You must listen to him.



The God who becomes human - inklings 
in the Old Testament

Isaiah 7:14
14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will 

be with child and will give birth to a son,
and will call him Immanuel.



The God who becomes human - inklings 
in the Old Testament

Isaiah 9:6, 7
6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government 

will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  7Of 

the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.  He 
will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing 

and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on 
and for ever.  The zeal of the LORD Almighty

will accomplish this.



The God who becomes human - inklings 
in the Old Testament

Micah 5:2
2“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the 
clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler 
over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.”



The God who becomes human - inklings 
in the Old Testament

Malachi 4:1-6
1“Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace.  All the arrogant 
and every evildoer will be stubble, and that day that is coming will set 

them on fire,” says the LORD Almighty.  “Not a root or a branch will be 
left to them.  2But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness 

will rise with healing in its wings.  And you will go out and leap like 
calves released from the stall.  3Then you will trample down the wicked; 

they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I do 
these things,”  says the LORD Almighty.  4“Remember the law of my 
servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him at Horeb for all Israel.  
5See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful 

day of the LORD comes.  6He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their 
children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will 

come and strike the land with a curse.”



The God who becomes human

The Crescendo is 
getting so loud it 

is almost…



Deafening



The God who becomes human
FINALLY!!
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The God who becomes human
FINALLY!!

Galatians 4:4, 5
4But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under law, 5to redeem those under law, that we 

might receive the full rights of sons.
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When the Time had fully come?
“When the time had fully come.” That is to say, at God’s appointed time--

when the Jewish diaspora had spread throughout the Roman Empire and the 
Old Testament had been translated into Greek, opening the eyes of the Greek 

world to its theological power and beauty,

when the pax Romana extended over most of the know world with great roads
and the Greek language linking the empire of the 
Caesars and making travel and commerce possible on 
a scale formerly impossible,

~ Robert Reymond, professor of Systematic Theology, Knox Theological 
Seminary.  Quote from �A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith, 
page 545



When the Time had fully come?
when Greek philosophical thought had atrophied into skepticism, offering no 

hope in human wisdom to improve the ancient world (1 Cor. 1:19-21),

when the so-called civilized world as a result had sunk so low morally (Rom 
1:21-32) that even pagans were crying out for relief from the rampant 

immorality all around them-in keeping with the Old Testament “promises, 
prophecies, sacrifices… .and other types and ordinances…, all forsignifying

Christ to come” (Westminster Confession of Faith, 
VII/v),

“God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law” 
(Gal 4:4)

as the Messiah and Mediator of the covenant of grace.

~ Robert Reymond, professor of Systematic Theology, Knox Theological 
Seminary.  Quote from �A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith, 
page 545
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Matthew 1:18-25
18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ 

came about: His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but 
before they came together, she was 
found to be with child through the 

Holy Spirit.

19Because Joseph her husband was a 
righteous man and did not want to 

expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly.

nd took Mary home as his wife.  25But 
he had no union with her until she 

gave birth to a son.  And he gave him 
the name Jesus.



How two of the gospel writes describe the 
Incarnation of Jesus

Matthew 1:18-25
20But after he had considered this, an 

angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph son of David, 
do not be afraid to take Mary home as 
your wife, because what is conceived 
in her is from the Holy Spirit.  21She 

will give birth to a son, and you are to 
give him the name Jesus, because he 
will save his people from their sins.” 



How two of the gospel writes describe the 
Incarnation of Jesus

Matthew 1:18-25
22All this took place to fulfill what the 
Lord had said through the prophet: 
23“The virgin will be with child and 

will give birth to a son, and they will 
call him Immanuel”—which means, 
“God with us.”  24When Joseph woke 
up, he did what the angel of the Lord 
had commanded him and took Mary 

home as his wife.  25But he had no 
union with her until she gave birth to 

a son.  And he gave him the name 
Jesus.



How two of the gospel writes describe the 
Incarnation of Jesus

John 1:1-4, 14, 18
1In the beginning was the Word, and 

the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.  2He was with God in 

the beginning.  3Through him all 
things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been 

made.  4In him was life, and that life 
was the light of men. 



How two of the gospel writes describe the 
Incarnation of Jesus

John 1:1-4, 14, 18
14The Word became flesh and made 

his dwelling among us.  We have seen 
his glory, the glory of the One and 

Only, who came from the Father, full 
of grace and truth.

18No one has ever seen God, but God 
the One and Only, who is at the 

Father’s side, has made him known.



What theologically 
happened at the 

Incarnation?



What theologically happened at the 
Incarnation?

Westminster Confession
Article VII, sect ii.

The Son of God, the second person 
of the Trinity, being very and 

eternal God, of one substance and 
equal with the Father, did, when

the fullness of time was come, take upon Him man's nature, with all the 
essential properties, and common infirmities thereof, yet without sin; 
being conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the 

virgin Mary, of her substance. So that two whole, perfect, and distinct 
natures, the Godhead and the manhood, were inseparably joined 

together in one person, without conversion, composition, or confusion.  
Which person is very God, and very man, yet one Christ, the only 

Mediator between God and man.
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The God who becomes human
What we learn about God and us

1. God is with us!
2. God is for us!
3. God delights in restoring the greatness of his name
4. God is willing to go to extreme measures to do tha
5. God is a genius
6. If you wonder who God is, look at Jesus
7. We are only called to receive it, to take the gift
8. We are then called to live a similar life, an incarnational life with 

others
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The God who becomes human
What we learn about God and us

John 20:21
21Again Jesus said,

“Peace be with you!
As the Father has sent me,

I am sending you.”



Joy to the World!

Joy to the world! the Lord is come;

Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare Him room,

and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Isaac Watts ©Public Domain  CCLI #1181771



Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns;

Let men their songs employ;

while fields and floods,

rocks, hills and plains

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.



No more let sins and sorrows grow,

Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make His blessings flow

Far as the curse is found,

Far as the curse is found,

Far as, far as the curse is found.



He rules the world with truth and grace,

and makes the nations prove

the glories of His righteousness,

and wonders of His love,

and wonders of His love,

and wonders, wonders of His love.
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