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Christian.
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Potential Misunderstandings

* By applying the principles highlighted in this series (taking
risks, giving financially, taking care of business, serving our
city, etc.), I'll experience a non-wasted life or the life of a
Christian.

Hebrews 11:6 “And without faith it is impossible to please [God]
for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he
exists and that he rewards those who seek him.”

1 Peter 2:12 “Keep your conduct among [those who don’t believe
in God] honorable, so that when they speak against you as
evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on
the day of visitation.”
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Potential Misunderstandings

* You need to get to a certain stage of life before all of these
things can happen.

Ephesians 5:15-16 “Look carefully then how you walk, not as
unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time, because
the days are evil.”

Hebrews 3:13 “But encourage one another daily, as long as it is
called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s
deceitfulness.



“For whoever would save his
life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for my sake will

save it.”

~Jesus, the Christ

(as recorded 1n Luke 9:24, Mark
8:35, & Matthew 16:25)



What does that mean?

“For whoever would save his

life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for my sake will

save it.”

~Jesus, the Christ

(as recorded 1n Luke 9:24, Mark
8:35, & Matthew 16:25)



Who 1s Jesus?
Mark 8:27-28

27 And Jesus went on with his disciples to
the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on
the way he asked his disciples, "Who do
people say that I am?" 28 And they told him,
"John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah;

and others, one of the prophets."



Referring to Jewish expectations of the Messiah:

These matters “were the center of a vast mass of confused,
involved, and even contradictory notions, from which there arose
few certainties that were acknowledged by all.”

~ Henri Daniel-Rops, French writer and church historian
Daily Life in the Time of Jesus



Confused much?

Son of Man

The Servant of the Lord
The Prophet like Moses

A present or coming Savior
Judge

Deliverer

Shepherd

Wisdom

Righteous/Just One

Branch or Shoot of David
Elect or Chosen One

Son of God

Son of David

Stone

Coming One

Anointed Conqueror
Seed of the Woman
Anointed Prince



Who 1s Jesus?
Mark 8:27-30

27 And Jesus went on with his disciples to
the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on
the way he asked his disciples, "Who do
people say that I am?" 28 And they told him,
"John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah;
and others, one of the prophets." 29And he
asked them, "But who do you say that I
am?" Peter answered him, " You are the
Christ." 30 And he strictly charged them to

tell no one about him.

He 1s the Christ.



Jesus, the Christ

Son of Man

The Servant of the Lord
The Prophet like Moses

A present or coming Savior
Judge

Deliverer

Shepherd

Wisdom

Righteous/Just One

Branch or Shoot of David
Elect or Chosen One

Son of God

Son of David

Stone

Coming One

Anointed Conqueror
Seed of the Woman
Anointed Prince



What 1s true about

Jesus, the Christ?
Mark 8:31-33

31And he began to teach them that the Son
of Man must suffer many things and be
rejected by the elders and the chief priests
and the scribes and be killed, and after three
days rise again. 32And he said this plainly.
And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him. 33But turning and seeing his
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get
behind me, Satan! For you are not setting
your mind on the things of God, but on the

things of man."
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What 1s true about

Jesus, the Christ?
Mark 8:31-33

And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him. 33But turning and seeing his
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get
behind me, Satan! For you are not setting
your mind on the things of God, but on the

things of man."



What does that mean?

“For whoever would save his

life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for my sake will

save it.”

~Jesus, the Christ

(as recorded 1n Luke 9:24, Mark
8:35, & Matthew 16:25)



What does this mean?
Mark 8:34-38

34And calling the crowd to him with his
disciples, he said to them, "If anyone would
come after me, let him deny himself and take
up his cross and follow me. 3SFor whoever
would save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s
will save it. 36 For what does it profit a man
to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul?
37For what can a man give in return for his
soul? 38For whoever is ashamed of me and
of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of him will the Son of Man also
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of

his Father with the holy angels."
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What does this mean?
Mark 8:34-38

35For whoever
would save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s

will save it.



What does this mean?
Mark 8:34-38

"If anyone would
come after me, let him deny himself and take

up his cross and follow me.



Philippians 3:4-11

“If anyone else thinks he has reason for
confidence in the flesh, I have more:
circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness,
under the law blameless. But whatever gain |
had, I counted everything as loss for the sake of
Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss
because of the surpassing worth of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord.

Dionisii (Dionysius). The Apostle Paul. c. 1502.
155 x 60 cm. From the Church of Nativity of the Virgin
in the Ferapontov Monastery. The Tretyakov Gallery,

Moscow, Russia



Philippians 3:4-11

For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things
and count them as rubbish, in order that I may
gain Christ and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the
law, but that which comes through faith in
Christ, the righteousness from God that depends
on faith--that I may know him and the power of
his resurrection, and may share his sufferings,
becoming like him in his death, that by any
means possible I may attain the resurrection
from the dead.”

Dionisii (Dionysius). The Apostle Paul. c. 1502.
155 x 60 cm. From the Church of Nativity of the Virgin
in the Ferapontov Monastery. The Tretyakov Gallery,

Moscow, Russia



“He must increase,
but I must decrease.”

~John the Baptist



“A pervasive concern with church growth
exists today - not simply with growing
numbers, but with growing members.

Though many Christians measure other
things, the only certain observable sign of
growth is a life of increasing holiness,
rooted in Christian self-denial.”

~Mark Dever
9 Marks of a Healthy Church
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