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Ruth 2:1
1Now Naomi had a relative of 
her husband’s, a worthy man 

of the clan of Elimelech, 
whose name was Boaz.



Ruth 2:2
2And Ruth the Moabite said 
to Naomi, “Let me go to the 
field and glean among the 
ears of grain after him in 
whose sight I shall find 

favor.”

And she said to her, “Go, my 
daughter.”



Ruth 2:3
3So she set out and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers, 

and she happened to come to the part of the field belonging to 
Boaz, who was of the clan of Elimelech.



Ruth 2:4
4And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem.  And he said to the 

reapers, “The Lord be with you!”
And they answered, “The Lord bless you.”



Ruth 2:5
5Then Boaz said to his young man who was in charge of the 

reapers, “Whose young woman is this?”



Ruth 2:6
6And the servant who was in charge of the reapers answered, 

“She is the young Moabite woman, who came back with Naomi 
from the country of Moab.  7She said, ‘Please let me glean and 

gather among the sheaves after the reapers.’ So she came, and she
has 

continued 
from early 
morning 

until now, 
except for a 

short rest.”[1]

[1] 2:7Compare 
Septuagint, Vulgate; the 
meaning of the Hebrew 

phrase is uncertain



Ruth 2:8-9
8Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Now, 
listen, my daughter, do not go to 

glean in another field or leave this 
one, but keep close to my young 
women.  9Let your eyes be on the 
field that they are reaping, and go 

after them.  Have I not charged 
the young men not to touch you?  
And when you are thirsty, go to 
the vessels and drink what the 

young men have drawn.”



Ruth 2:10
10Then she fell on her face, bowing to 
the ground, and said to him, “Why 

have I found favor in your eyes, that 
you should take notice of me, since I am 

a foreigner?”



Ruth 2:11-12
11But Boaz answered her, “All that you 
have done for your mother-in-law since 

the death of your husband has been 
fully told to me, and how you left your 
father and mother and your native land 
and came to a people that you did not 

know before.  12The Lord repay you for 
what you have done, and a full reward 
be given you by the Lord, the God of 
Israel, under whose wings you have 

come to take refuge!”



Ruth 2:13
13Then she said, “I have found favor in 

your eyes, my lord, for you have 
comforted me and spoken kindly to your 

servant, though I am not one of your 
servants.”



a story of love, redemption, and faithfulness







GEORGE:
Five million 
space dogs 

and how did 
I end up 

with you?



ASTRO-OLOGY

ASTRO:
Rust Rucky 

I Ruess!



a story of love, redemption, and faithfulness



William Blake, Naomi Entreating Ruth and Orpah to Return to the Land of Moab

Ruth 1:6-7
6Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the 
country of Moab, for she had heard in the fields of Moab that the 
Lord had visited his people and given them food.  7So she set out 
from the place where she was with her two daughters-in-law, and

they went on the way to 
return to the land of 
Judah.

The decision to return to Bethelehm
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Ruth 1:14-15
14Then they lifted up their 

voices and wept again.  And 
Orpah kissed her mother-in-
law, but Ruth clung to her.   
15And she said, “See, your 
sister-in-law has gone back 

to her people and to her 
gods; return after your sister-

in-law.”

Two women, two 
responses
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Ruth 1:16-17
16But Ruth said, “Do not 

urge me to leave you or to 
return from following you.  
For where you go I will go, 
and where you lodge I will 
lodge.  Your people shall be 
my people, and your God 

my God.  17Where you die I 
will die, and there will I be 
buried.  May the Lord do so 

to me and more also if 
anything but death parts me 

from you.”

Ruth’s Covenant
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Ruth 1:18
18And when Naomi saw that 
she was determined to go 
with her, she said no more.

Naomi relents



Ruth 1:19-21
19So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem.  And 

when they came to Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred 
because of them.  And the women said, “Is this Naomi?”  20She 

said to them, “Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the 
Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me.  21I went away full, and 
the Lord has brought me back empty.  Why call me Naomi, when 
the Lord has testified against me and the Almighty has brought 

calamity upon me?”

The Arrival at Bethlehem - a bitter old woman



Ruth 1:22
22So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabite her daughter-in-law 

with her, who returned from the country of Moab.  And they 
came to Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest.

The Arrival at Bethlehem - a bitter old woman



Hesed

“Chesed”
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of man!
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Finally, a mention
of man!

Ruth 2:1
1Now Naomi had a relative of 
her husband’s, a worthy man 

of the clan of Elimelech, 
whose name was Boaz.

Ruth 1:2
2The name of the man was 
Elimelech and the name of 

his wife Naomi, and the 
names of his two sons were 
Mahlon and Chilion.  They 

were Ephrathites from 
Bethlehem in Judah…



Ruth is gonna do 
something!

Ruth 2:2
2And Ruth the Moabite said 
to Naomi, “Let me go to the 
field and glean among the 
ears of grain after him in 
whose sight I shall find 

favor.”

And she said to her, “Go, my 
daughter.”



The social justice of our Father God

Deuteronomy 10:17-19
17For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the 
great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and 

accepts no bribes.  18He defends the cause of the fatherless and the 
widow, and loves the alien, giving him food and clothing.  19And 

you are to love those who are aliens, for you yourselves were 
aliens in Egypt.



The social justice of our Father God

Leviticus 19:9, 10
9“‘When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the 

very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest.  
10Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the 

grapes that have fallen.  Leave them for the poor and the alien.  I 
am the LORD your God.



The social justice of our Father God

Deuteronomy 24:19-22
19When you are harvesting in your field and you overlook a sheaf, 
do not go back to get it.  Leave it for the alien, the fatherless and 
the widow, so that the LORD your God may bless you in all the 

work of your hands.  20When you beat the olives from your trees, 
do not go over the branches a second time.  Leave what remains 
for the alien, the fatherless and the widow.  21When you harvest 

the grapes in your vineyard, do not go over the vines again.  
Leave what remains for the alien, the fatherless and the widow.  

22Remember that you were slaves in Egypt.  That is why I 
command you to do this.



The social justice of our Father God

Deuteronomy 14:28, 29
28At the end of every three years, bring all the tithes of that year’s 

produce and store it in your towns, 29so that the Levites (who have 
no allotment or inheritance of their own) and the aliens, the 

fatherless and the widows who live in your towns may come and 
eat and be satisfied, and so that the LORD your God may bless 

you in all the work of your hands.



How did Israel do at this?

Malachi 3:5
5“So I will come near to you for judgment.  I will be quick to 

testify against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those 
who defraud laborers of their wages, who oppress the widows 
and the fatherless, and deprive aliens of justice, but do not fear 

me,” says the LORD Almighty.



How did Israel do at this?

Mark 12:38-40
38As he taught, Jesus said, “Watch out for the teachers of the law.  
They like to walk around in flowing robes and be greeted in the 

market-places, 39and have the most important seats in the 
synagogues and the places of honor at banquets.  40They devour 

widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy prayers.  Such men 
will be punished most severely.”



Ruth gets really lucky!
Ruth 2:3
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Ruth gets really lucky!
Is it really LUCK?

Proverbs 16:33
33The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD.

Proverbs 21:1
1The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD;

he directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases.

Psalms 115:3, New American Standard Bible
3But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.

Daniel 4:34, 35
34At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes towards heaven, and my 
sanity was restored.  Then I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who 

lives for ever.  His dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from 
generation to generation.  35All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing.  He 

does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth.  No one can 
hold back his hand or say to him:

“What have you done?”



The kind of guy Boaz is…
Ruth 2:4

4And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem.  And he said to the 
reapers, “The Lord be with you!”

And they answered, “The Lord bless you.”



The question that would change everything
Ruth 2:5

5Then Boaz said to his young man who was in charge of the 
reapers, “Whose young woman is this?”



Who is Ruth?
Ruth 2:6-7

6And the servant who was in charge of the reapers answered, 
“She is the young Moabite woman, who came back with Naomi 
from the country of Moab.  7She said, ‘Please let me glean and

gather 
among the 
sheaves after 
the reapers.’ 
So she came, 
and she has 
continued 
from early 
morning 
until now, 
except for a 
short rest.”[1]



Who is Ruth?
Ruth 2:6-7

7She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves after 
the reapers.’ So she came, and she has continued from early 

morning until now, except for a short rest.”[1]

[1] 2:7 Compare Septuagint, Vulgate; the meaning of the Hebrew phrase is uncertain



Who is Ruth?
Ruth 2:6-7 English Standard Version
7She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves after the reapers.’ So she came, and 
she has continued from early morning until now, except for a short rest.”

Ruth 2:7, New International Version
7She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves behind the harvesters.’ She went into 
the field and has worked steadily from morning till now, except for a short rest in the shelter.”

Ruth 2:7, New American Standard Bible
7“And she said, ‘Please let me glean and gather after the reapers among the sheaves.’ Thus she 
came and has remained from the morning until now; she has been sitting in the house for a little 
while.”

Ruth 2:7, Green’s Literal Translation
7And she said, Please let me glean, and I shall gather among the sheaves after the reapers.  And she 
came and has remained since morning, even until now.  She sat in the house a little while.

Ruth 2:7, New Living Translation
7She asked me this morning if she could gather grain behind the harvesters.  She has been hard at 
work ever since, except for a few minutes’ rest over there in the shelter.”

Ruth 2:7, New Revised Standard Version
7She said, ‘Please, let me glean and gather among the sheaves behind the reapers.’ So she came, 
and she has been on her feet from early this morning until now, without resting even for a 
moment.”
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Who is Ruth?
What the second part of verse 7 might say…

The confusion of the last part of verse 7:
7She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves after the reapers.’ So she 
came, and she has continued from early morning until now, except for a short rest.”

Literally it says:
“And she came and stood from then the morning until now.  This (masculine) 

her sitting/dwelling the house a little”

One possible solution:
“She came here and has stood here waiting from early this morning until now.  

This field has been her residence; the house has meant little to her.”
~ Robert L. Hubbard, Jr. , The Book of Ruth



The Amazing Grace 
of Boaz
Ruth 2:8-9

8Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Now, 
listen, my daughter, do not go to 

glean in another field or leave this 
one, but keep close to my young 
women.  9Let your eyes be on the 
field that they are reaping, and go 

after them.  Have I not charged 
the young men not to touch you?  
And when you are thirsty, go to 
the vessels and drink what the 

young men have drawn.”



The Right Response
to Grace

Ruth 2:10
10Then she fell on her face, bowing to 
the ground, and said to him, “Why 

have I found favor in your eyes, that 
you should take notice of me, since I am 

a foreigner?”



The Ultimate Kindness
Ruth 2:11-12

11But Boaz answered her, “All that you 
have done for your mother-in-law since 

the death of your husband has been 
fully told to me, and how you left your 
father and mother and your native land 
and came to a people that you did not 

know before.  12The Lord repay you for 
what you have done, and a full reward 
be given you by the Lord, the God of 
Israel, under whose wings you have 

come to take refuge!”



A Good Day!
Ruth 2:13

13Then she said, “I have found favor in 
your eyes, my lord, for you have 

comforted me and spoken kindly to your 
servant, though I am not one of your 

servants.”



Application Points



Application Points
1. Do something!



Application Points
1. Do something!

2. Get really lucky!



Application Points
1. Do something!

2. Get really lucky!

3. Acknowledge EVERYTHING 
as from coming from God.



Application Points
1. Do something!

2. Get really lucky!

3. Acknowledge EVERYTHING 
as from coming from God.

4. Live your life through the lens 
of Grace.
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