
Introduction – Identity Theft

Today’s Message
Rooted in Jesus: A New Identity in Jesus

Colossians 2:13-15

Remember where you came from
Colossians 2:13a

     “dead in your sins”

      “dead in the uncircumcision of your flesh”

Embrace your New, Given Identity
Colossians 2:13b-14

      “alive in Christ”

      “forgiveness”

      “taking our certificate of debt”

      “nailing it to the cross”

Join the Victory parade
Colossians 2:15

      “disarming the powers and authorities”

      “made a public spectacle of them”

      “by the cross”

Gospel Application – Identity Theft wants to  
              rob you of your joy:

You weren’t really that bad off without Christ.  
Come on!

You think you are actually “ok” in Jesus?

If that’s true, why are you such a screw up

You don’t have an enemy!

Even if you do, there’s no way God and good 
wins in the end.  Look at the world!

Will you fight to keep your identity in Jesus?

Colossians 2:6-19
6So then, just as you received Christ Jesus 

as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 
7rooted and built up in him, strengthened in 
the faith as you were taught, and overflow-

ing with thankfulness.
8See to it that no one takes you captive through 
hollow and deceptive philosophy, which de-
pends on human tradition and the elemental 

spiritual forces of this world rather than on 
Christ.
9For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity 
lives in bodily form, 10and in Christ you 
have been brought to fullness.  He is the 

head over every power and authority.  11In 
him you were also circumcised with a circum-

cision not performed by human hands.  Your 
whole self ruled by the flesh was put off when 
you were circumcised by Christ, 12having been 
buried with him in baptism, in which you were 

also raised with him through your faith in the 
working of God, who raised him from the 
dead.
13When you were dead in your sins and 
in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God 

made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all 
our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our 

legal indebtedness, which stood against us and 
condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to 

the cross.  15And having disarmed the powers 
and authorities, he made a public spectacle 
of them, triumphing over them by the cross.
16Therefore do not let anyone judge you by 

what you eat or drink, or with regard to a 
religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a 

Sabbath day.  17These are a shadow of the things 
that were to come; the reality, however, is found 
in Christ.  18Do not let anyone who delights 

in false humility and the worship of angels 
disqualify you.  Such a person also goes into 
great detail about what they have seen; they 
are puffed up with idle notions by their un-
spiritual mind.  19They have lost connection 
with the head, from whom the whole body, 

supported and held together by its ligaments 
and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow.

 2 Corinthians 5:21
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, 
so that in him we might become the righteous-
ness of God.

Message Notes
Rooted: A New Identity

Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)







Colossians 2:6-19
6So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live 
your lives in him, 7rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the 

faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.



Colossians 2:6-19
8See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and 

deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the 
elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ.



Colossians 2:6-19
9For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 

10and in Christ you have been brought to fullness.  He is the head 
over every power and authority.  11In him you were also 

circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands.  
Your whole self ruled by the flesh was put off when you were 

circumcised by Christ, 12having been buried with him in baptism, 
in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the 

working of God, who raised him from the dead.



Colossians 2:6-19
13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our 
sins, 14having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, 

which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, 
nailing it to the cross.  15And having disarmed the powers and 

authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 
them by the cross.



Colossians 2:6-19
16Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or 

with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath 
day.  17These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, 
however, is found in Christ.  18Do not let anyone who delights in false 
humility and the worship of angels disqualify you.  Such a person also 

goes into great detail about what they have seen; they are puffed up 
with idle notions by their unspiritual mind.  19They have lost connection 

with the head, from whom the whole body, supported and held 
together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow.
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Colossians 2:13a
13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our 
sins, 14having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, 

which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, 
nailing it to the cross.  15And having disarmed the powers and 

authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 
them by the cross.



Rooted: A New Identity
Remember where you came from

1. Dead

Colossians 2:13a
13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our 
sins, 14having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, 

which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, 
nailing it to the cross.  15And having disarmed the powers and 

authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 
them by the cross.



Rooted: A New Identity
Remember where you came from

2. Uncircumcision

Colossians 2:13a
13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our 
sins, 14having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, 

which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, 
nailing it to the cross.  15And having disarmed the powers and 

authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 
them by the cross.



Ephesians 2:11-13
11Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by 

birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call themselves 
“the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human hands)—

12remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, 
excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the 

covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the 
world.  13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away 

have been brought near by the blood of Christ.





Rooted: A New Identity
Embrace your New, Given Identity

Colossians 2:13b-14
13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our 
sins, 14having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, 

which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, 
nailing it to the cross.  15And having disarmed the powers and 

authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 
them by the cross.



Rooted: A New Identity
Embrace your New, Given Identity

1.  Alive together with Christ

Colossians 2:13b-14
13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our 
sins, 14having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, 

which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, 
nailing it to the cross.  15And having disarmed the powers and 

authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 
them by the cross.



Rooted: A New Identity
Embrace your New, Given Identity

2.  Forgiveness

Colossians 2:13b-14
13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our 
sins, 14having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, 

which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, 
nailing it to the cross.  15And having disarmed the powers and 

authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 
them by the cross.







Rooted: A New Identity
Embrace your New, Given Identity

3.  Taking Certificate of Debt

Colossians 2:13b-14
13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our 
sins, 14having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, 

which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, 
nailing it to the cross.  15And having disarmed the powers and 

authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 
them by the cross.







Rooted: A New Identity
Embrace your New, Given Identity

4.  Security of your status – Nailed to the Cross

Colossians 2:13b-14
13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our 
sins, 14having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, 

which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, 
nailing it to the cross.  15And having disarmed the powers and 

authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 
them by the cross.



Ego te absolvo, in 
nomine Patris, et 

filii et spiritus
sancti.



Ego te absolvo, in 
nomine Patris, et 

filii et spiritus
sancti.

I absolve you
[of your sin]

in the name of the 
Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit



He has forgiven you all your sins: Christ has utterly wiped out the 
damning evidence of broken laws and commandments which 

always hung over our heads, and has completely annulled it by 
nailing it over his own head on the cross.

~ J. B. Phillips translation of Colossians 2:13b-14



2 Corinthians 5:21
God made him who had no sin
to be sin for us, so that in him

we might become the righteousness of God.



Rooted: A New Identity
Join the Victory Parade

Colossians 2:15
13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our 
sins, 14having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, 

which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, 
nailing it to the cross.  15And having disarmed the powers and 

authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 
them by the cross.



Rooted: A New Identity
Join the Victory Parade

1.  The “powers” are disarmed

Colossians 2:15
13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our 
sins, 14having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, 

which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, 
nailing it to the cross.  15And having disarmed the powers and 

authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 
them by the cross.



“In the Colossians reference, however, the victims are true enemies. 
The “principalities and powers” who have been conquered and are 
drawn along in God’s triumphal procession are not related to God or 
Christ as Paul and other Christians are. God parades these powerless 
“powers” and “principalities” to make plain to all the magnitude of 
the victory. Their period of rule is finished; they must worship and 
serve the victor. These authorities are not depicted as gladly 
surrendering but as submitting against their wills to a power they 
cannot resist. They have been pacified (1:20), overcome and 
reconciled, yet not finally destroyed or appeased. They continue to 
exist, opposed to man and his interests (Rom 8:38, 39). But they 
cannot finally harm the person who is in Christ, and their ultimate 
overthrow, although in the future, is sure and certain (1 Cor 15:24–
28).

~ Peter T. O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, vol. 44, Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 1998), 129.
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Three B.Q.s that this raises:

1. I have an enemy?



“There are two equal and opposite 
errors into which our race can fall 
about the devils. One is to disbelieve 
in their existence. The other is to 
believe, and to feel an excessive and 
unhealthy interest in them. They 
themselves are equally pleased by 
both errors and hail a materialist or a 
magician with the same delight.

~ C.S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters (originally 1942; this 
edition: Harper Collins, 1996) ix.



Three B.Q.s that this raises:

1. I have an enemy?

1. I’m supposed to hate my enemy?



“Since Satan is the source and embodiment of all wickedness, 
God and the godly should, indeed, hate him, meaning both in a 
sense of intense disapproval and in the sense of intense desire 
for his judgment and dispatching out of history and out of 
influence into the lake of fire. And I think this is confirmed by 
the fact that Satan is beyond repentance, and never in the Bible 
is any thought of praying for Satan or wishing for Satan’s 
conversion mentioned or considered virtuous.

~ John Piper



Three B.Q.s that this raises:

1. I have an enemy?

1. I’m supposed to hate my enemy?

1. Why is the enemy still so powerful?







Rooted: A New Identity
Join the Victory Parade

2.  The “powers” are publically exposed

Colossians 2:15
13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our 
sins, 14having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, 

which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, 
nailing it to the cross.  15And having disarmed the powers and 

authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 
them by the cross.



“This is a picture of a triumphal procession through the streets in 
celebration of a military victory, with the conquered rulers and 
authorities put on display. The image that Paul had in mind can 
be seen in Plutarch’s description of the three-day Triumph 
given the Roman General Aemilius Paulus upon his return 
from capturing Macedonia. Great scaffolds were erected in the 
forum and along the boulevards of Rome for spectator seating, 
and all of Rome turned out, dressed in festive white. On the 
first day, 259 chariots displayed in procession the statues, 
pictures, and colossal images taken from the enemy. On the 
second daay, innumerable wagons bore the armor of the 
Macedonians…



“Following the wagons came 3,000 carrying the enemies’ silver 
in 750 vessels, followed by more treasure. On the third day 
came the captives, preceded by 120 sacrificial oxen with their 
horns gilded and their heads adorned with ribbons and 
garlands, next Macedonian gold, then the captured king’s 
chariot, crown, and armor. Then came the king’s servants, 
weeping, with hands outstretched, begging the crowds for 
mercy. Next came his children. Then King Perseus himself, clad 
entirely in black, followed by endless prisoners. Finally came 
the victorious general,



“… seated on the chariot magnificently adorned, dressed 
in a robe of purple, interwoven with gold, and holding 
a laurel branch in his right hand. All the army, in like 
manner, with boughs of laurel in their hands, divided 
into their bands and companies, followed the chariot of 
their commander; some singing verses, according to the 
usual custom songs of triumph and the praise of 
Aemilius’s deeds.



“In the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ, God the Father 
achieved a great victory over the evil powers of this world, 
making “a public spectacle of them.” He wants us to see that 
though they still exist, they are defeated. Satan’s demons have 
been sentenced to be in the train of God’s victory parade. Thus, 
we need no longer fear the outcome of our battle with evil. 
Christ has conquered! We have conquered! And we will
conquer!

~ R. Kent Hughes, Colossians and Philemon: The Supremacy of Christ, Preaching the Word 
(Westchester, IL: Crossway Books, 1989), 79–80.



Rooted: A New Identity
Join the Victory Parade

3.  The “powers” are defeated by the cross

Colossians 2:15
13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our 
sins, 14having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, 

which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, 
nailing it to the cross.  15And having disarmed the powers and 

authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 
them by the cross.
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How Identity Theft
wants to rob you of your joy

Join the Victory Parade
4. You don’t have an enemy!

5. Even if you do, there’s no way God and good 
wins in the end.  Look at the world!



Gospel Application



Will you fight to get your identity from
Jesus Christ and him alone?

Gospel Application
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