Message Notes

Jesus: the One we proclaim

Introduction - It's okay not to know
Today’s Message:
Jesus: the One we proclaim

Colossians 1:24-29

A closer look at the apostle Paul

Really, Paul!?!
Colossians 1:24a

How can we be asked to “rejoice in suffer-
ing”?
John 15:18-20, Acts 5:40-42, 1 Peter 4:12-16

In what way does Paul fill up what Christ lacks?
Colossians 1:24b

Paul serves the church with the power of
Christ
Colossians 1:24b, 29

A closer look at the word of God

Paul was commissioned to proclaim the word
in fullness
Colossians 1:25b, Acts 9:13-16

“admonishing and teaching”
Colossians 1:28

A closer look at Christ

What is the mystery?
Colossians 1:26-27a, Hebrews 1:1-3

“Christ in you”
Colossians 1:27b

“Christ...the hope of glory”
Colossians 1:27¢

The BIG question come Monday morning;:
How can Christ in us and his word in fullness so

impact us that we’d rejoice in suffering?

Questions to personally consider and discuss
with your small group:

Is Christ in you?

Are you getting to know him more and more
through his word in fullness?

Should suffering come because of #1 and #2,
will you count it an honor and so rejoice?

Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)

Colossians 1:24-29

24 Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you,

and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in

regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his
body, which is the church. 25 I have become its |
servant by the commission God gave me to pres- |
ent to you the word of God in its fullness —26 the |
mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and gen- |
erations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people. |
27 To them God has chosen to make known among|
the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, |
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. '

28 He is the one we proclaim, admonishing

and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so
that we may present everyone fully mature in |
Christ. 29 To this end I strenuously contend with|
all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me. |

1 Peter 4:12-16
12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery
ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to you. 13 But
rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the suf-
ferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed |
when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted |
because of the name of Christ, you are blessed,
for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.
15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer
or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a
meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do
not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that
name.

Acts 9:13-16
13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard
many reports about this man and all the harm
he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem.
14 And he has come here with authority from the
chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.”
15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is
my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to
the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of
Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must
suffer for my name.”

Hebrews 1:1-3 |

1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through |

the prophets at many times and in various ways, |

2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his |

Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and |

through whom also he made the universe. 3 The

Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact rep-|

resentation of his being, sustaining all things by his |
powerful word. After he had provided purification

for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty |

in heaven.
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Colossians 1:24-29
24 Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up
in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s
afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. 251
have become its servant by the commission God gave me to
present to you the word of God in its fullness —26 the
mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations,
but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people. 27 To them God
has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious
riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of

glory.



Colossians 1:24-29
28 He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone
fully mature in Christ. 29 To this end I strenuously contend
with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me.



A closer look at the apostle Paul
A closer look at the word of God

A closer look at Christ



A closer look at the apostle Paul
Colossians 1:24-25a, 29

A closer look at the word of God
Colossians 1:25b, 28

A closer look at Christ
Colossians 1:26-27



A closer look at the apostle Paul

Really, Paul!?!?
Colossians 1:24a
24 Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and [ fill up in my
flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the
sake of his body, which is the church. 25 I have become its servant
by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of
God in its fullness — 26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for
ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people.
27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles
the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the
hope of glory.



Rejoicing in suffering

John 15:18-20
18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.
19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As
it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of
the world. That is why the world hates you. 20 Remember what I
told you: “A servant is not greater than his master.” If they
persecuted me, they will persecute you also.”



Rejoicing in suffering

Acts 5:40-42
40 They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they
ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.
41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin (religious ruling council),
rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering
disgrace for the Name. 42 Day after day, in the temple courts and
from house to house, they never stopped teaching and
proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah.



Rejoicing in suffering

1 Peter 4:12-16
12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has
come on you to test you, as though something strange were
happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in
the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his
glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of
Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on
you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any
other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However, if you
suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you
bear that name.



A closer look at the apostle Paul

In what way does Paul fill up what Christ lacks?
Colossians 1:24a
24 Now [ rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my
flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the
sake of his body, which is the church. 25 | have become its servant
by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of
God in its fullness — 26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for
ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people.
27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles
the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the
hope of glory.



Synonyms for “afflictions:”

Troubles
Persecutions
Distress
Anguish
Suffering
Hardships

Trials
Tribulations



Sharing in Christ’s suffering

2 Corinthians 1:5-7
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the

Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts
us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble
with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 5 For just as we
share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort

abounds through Christ. 6 If we are distressed, it is for your
comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort,
which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings
we suffer. 7 And our hope for you is firm, because we know that

just as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our

comfort.



A closer look at the apostle Paul

Paul is commissioned by God
Colossians 1:25a
24 Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my
flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the
sake of his body, which is the church. 25 I have become its servant
by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of
God in its fullness — 26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for
ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people.
27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles
the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the
hope of glory.



A closer look at the apostle Paul

Paul is commissioned by God
Colossians 1:25a
24 Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my
tlesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the
sake of his body, which is the church. 25 I have become its servant
by the commission God gave me to present to you ...

Colossians 1:29
28 He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully
mature in Christ. 29 To this end I strenuously contend with all the
energy Christ so powerfully works in me.






Paul’s story

Acts 9:13-16
13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports
about this man and all the harm he has done to your holy
people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with authority
from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.”

15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen
instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their
kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how

much he must suffer for my name.”



A closer look at the word of God

Paul is to proclaim the word of God in fullness
Colossians 1:25b

24 Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my
flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the
sake of his body, which is the church. 25 I have become its servant
by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of
God in its fullness — 26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for
ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people.
27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles
the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the
hope of glory.



A closer look at the word of God

Paul is to proclaim the word of God in fullness
Colossians 1:28
28 He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully
mature in Christ. 29 To this end I strenuously contend with all the
energy Christ so powerfully works in me.



As the

English “admonish” implies, noutheteo focuses on

the preacher’s warning of Christians who might be
tempted to stray. “Teaching,” on the other hand, is the
more positive activity of communicating Christian

truth..

.As people need wisdom to know how to live out

true knowledge of God, so the preacher needs wisdom to
know how to teach and admonish the people. Paul will
again have one eye on the situation in Colossae, where

the believers need great wisdom in negotiating
the competing religious teachings they are

hearin

g.

Moo, D.J. (2008). The letters to the Colossians and to Philemon
(p. 107). Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Pub. Co.



A closer look at the word of God

Paul is to proclaim the word of God in fullness
Colossians 1:28
28 He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully
mature in Christ. 29 To this end I strenuously contend with all the
energy Christ so powerfully works in me.



A closer look at Christ

What is the mystery?
Colossians 1:26-27a
24 Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my
flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the
sake of his body, which is the church. 25 I have become its servant
by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of
God in its fullness — 26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for
ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people.
27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles
the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the

hope of glory.



A closer look at Christ

What is the mystery?
Hebrews 1:1-3
1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at
many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things,
and through whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is the
radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being,
sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty
in heaven.



A closer look at Christ

“Christ in you”
Colossians 1:27b
24 Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my
flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the
sake of his body, which is the church. 25 I have become its servant
by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of
God in its fullness — 26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for
ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people.
27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles
the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the

hope of glory.



A closer look at Christ

“Christ...the hope of glory”
Colossians 1:27b
24 Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my
flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the
sake of his body, which is the church. 25 I have become its servant
by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of
God in its fullness — 26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for
ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people.
27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles
the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the

hope of glory.



The BIG question come Monday morning:
How can Christ in us
and his word in fullness
so impact us that we’d rejoice in suffering?



1. Is Christ in you?



1. Is Christ in you?

2. Are you knowing him and proclaiming through
the fullness of his word?



1. Is Christ in you?

2. Are you knowing him and proclaiming through
the fullness of his word?

3. When suffering comes because of #1 and #2,
will you count it an honor and so rejoice?
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