
Ethiopia and Brazil

Introduction – “What’s at stake without 
  good Christology”

Today’s Message:
The Supremacy of Jesus:
The Head of the Church

Colossians 1:18

The head of the body
What’s the function of a head?
   Causes Growth and Nourishment (ORGANIC)

   Control Center (RULING AUTHORITY)

What’s the function of the body?
1 Corinthians 12:12-27
Romans 12:4-5

How does the head relate to the body?
Ephesians 5:21-33

If we form one “person”, with Christ as the head, 
what does this mean for us?

The beginning, the firstborn from the dead
The beginning

The firstborn

So that he might be supreme in everything!

Gospel Application – “Do you have good
   Christology?

             Is Christ supreme in every area of
               your life for nourishment and authority?”

Colossians 1:15-20
15The Son is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn over all creation.  16For in him all 
things were created: things in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or powers or rulers or authorities; all things 

have been created through him and for him.  17He 
is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together.  18And he is the head of the body, the 

church; he is the beginning and the firstborn 
from among the dead, so that in everything 
he might have the supremacy.  19For God 
was pleased to have all his fullness dwell 
in him, 20and through him to reconcile to 

himself all things, whether things on earth or 
things in heaven, by making peace through his 

blood, shed on the cross.

Romans 12:4-5
4 For just as each of us has one body with many 
members, and these members do not all have the 

same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, 
form one body, and each member belongs to 
all the others.

Ephesians 5:21-33
21Submit to one another out of reverence for 

Christ.  22Wives, submit yourselves to your 
own husbands as you do to the Lord.  23For the 
husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the 

head of the church, his body, of which he is 
the Savior.  24Now as the church submits to 
Christ, so also wives should submit to their 
husbands in everything.  25Husbands, love 
your wives, just as Christ loved the church 

and gave himself up for her 26to make her holy, 
cleansing her by the washing with water through 
the word, 27and to present her to himself as a radi-
ant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 

blemish, but holy and blameless.  28In this same 
way, husbands ought to love their wives as 
their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves 
himself.  29After all, no one ever hated their 
own body, but they feed and care for their 
body, just as Christ does the church—30for we 

are members of his body.  31“For this reason a 
man will leave his father and mother and be 
united to his wife, and the two will become one 

flesh.”  32This is a profound mystery—but I am 
talking about Christ and the church.  33How-

ever, each one of you also must love his wife as 
he loves himself, and the wife must respect her 
husband.

Message Notes
Jesus: The head of the church

Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)

































“The next six verses of the letter 
[Colossians 1:15-20] are generally, 
and rightly, reckoned among the 

most important Christological 
passages in the New Testament.

~ Wright, N. T. (1986). Colossians and Philemon: an introduction and 
commentary (Vol. 12, p. 67).Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.





The Supremacy of Jesus
Colossians 1:15-20

15The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation.  16For in him all things were created: things in heaven 

and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or 
rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him 

and for him.  17He is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together.  18And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the 

beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in 
everything he might have the supremacy.  19For God was pleased 

to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things 

in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
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Today’s Message:
The Supremacy of Jesus:

The Head of the Church
Colossians 1:18



The Supremacy of Jesus

Colossians 1:18
18And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning 

and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in
everything he might have the supremacy.



The Supremacy of Jesus
The head of the body, the church

Colossians 1:18
18And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning 

and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in
everything he might have the supremacy.



What is the function of the head?



“Advance in scientific knowledge has confirmed the adequacy of 
the figure used by the early church and by Paul. In a human 
individual it is to the head that the body, in large measure, owes 
its vigorous life and growth (the organic relationship). From the 
pituitary gland, housed in a small cavity located in the base of 
the skull, comes the growth hormone (and several other 
hormones). This hormone is known to be closely related to the 
health and growth of connective tissue, cartilage, and bone.

~ William Hendriksen and Simon J. Kistemaker, Exposition of Colossians and Philemon, vol. 6, New Testament 
Commentary (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1953–2001), 77–78.



What is the function of the head?

ORGANIC
(nourishment)



“Consider also the other functions of the head, those related in large 
measure to guidance. It is in the head that the organs of special sense 
are mainly located. The brain receives impulses from the outside 
world (indirectly) and from inside the body. It organizes and 
interprets these impulses. It thinks. It reacts, and this both 
voluntarily and involuntarily. Thus it guides and directs the actions 
of the individual. In the cerebrum are located, among other things, 
the areas that control the various parts of the body. The cerebellum
has been called “the co-ordinator and harmonizer of muscular 
action.” The medulla controls such actions as winking, sneezing, 
coughing, chewing, sucking, swallowing, etc. Here also the cardiac 
center regulates the rate of heart-beat, while the respiratory center is 
in charge of the activity of the respiratory organs.



“Thus, indeed, when the triune God created the human body with 
its organic and ruling head, he so constructed that head that it 
could serve as an excellent symbol of the Organic and Ruling 
Head of the church, the Lord Jesus Christ.

~ William Hendriksen and Simon J. Kistemaker, Exposition of Colossians and Philemon, vol. 6, New Testament 
Commentary (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1953–2001), 77–78.



What is the function of the head?

ORGANIC
(nourishment)

RULING
(guidance)



What is the function of the body?



1 Corinthians 12:12-27
12Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many 

parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13For we were all 
baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or 
Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to 

drink. 14Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.
15Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not 
belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part 

of the body. 16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, 
I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop 

being part of the body.



1 Corinthians 12:12-27
17If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of 

hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense 
of smell be? 18But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, 

every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19If they were all 
one part, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many 

parts,
but one body.

21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the 
head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22On the contrary, 
those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 

23and the parts that we think are less honorable we
treat with special honor.



1 Corinthians 12:12-27
And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special 

modesty, 24while our presentable parts need no special treatment. 
But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the 
parts that lacked it, 25so that there should be no division in the 

body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 
26If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is 

honored, every part rejoices with it. 27Now you are the body of 
Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.



Romans 12:4-5
4 For just as each of us has one body with many 

members, and these members do not all have the same 
function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, 

and each member belongs to all the others.



How does the head relate to the body?



Ephesians 5:21-33
21Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.  22Wives, 

submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord.  
23For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of 

the church, his body, of which he is the Savior.  24Now as the 
church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their 
husbands in everything.  25Husbands, love your wives, just as 

Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26to make her 
holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 
27and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain 

or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.  28In this 
same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own 

bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.



Ephesians 5:21-33
29After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and 
care for their body, just as Christ does the church—30for we are 

members of his body.  31“For this reason a man will leave his 
father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will 
become one flesh.”  32This is a profound mystery—but I am 

talking about Christ and the church.  33However, each one of you 
also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must 

respect her husband. 



So, if we all form 
one “person”, with 
Christ as the head, 

what does this mean 
for us?



“If Christ is the head of the church, it means that 
the destinies of creation and the church are 
bound together and that God’s purposes for all 
creation gestate in the church’s congregational 
life. The church does not exist to meet the needs 
of its members or to insure its institutional 
survival, but to fulfill the redemptive purposes 
of Christ, its head. 

~ David E. Garland, Colossians and Philemon, The NIV Application Commentary
(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1998), 91.





The Supremacy of Jesus
The beginning, the firstborn from the dead

Colossians 1:18
18And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning 

and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in
everything he might have the supremacy.



ἀρχή [arche]
① the commencement of someth. as an action, 

process, or state of being, beginning,
② one with whom a process begins, beginning

③ the first cause, the beginning

~ William Arndt, Frederick W. Danker, and Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and 
Other Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 137–138.



The Supremacy of Jesus
The beginning, the firstborn from the dead

Colossians 1:18
18And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning 

and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in
everything he might have the supremacy.



“It is the risen Christ who is head of the body which is the church. 
In resurrection as well as in creation he receives the titles “the 
beginning” and “the firstborn.” His resurrection marked his 
triumph over all the forces that held men and women in 
bondage. That first Easter morning saw the dawn of a new hope 
for humanity. Now Christ is “the firstborn among many 
brethren” [Romans 8:29]; he is “the “firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep” [1 Corinthians 15:20]; his own resurrection is the 
[forerunner] of the great resurrection-harvest of his people. But 
the coming resurrection is anticipated here and now by those 
who know him as the resurrection and the life and enjoy eternal 
life through their participation in him.

~ F. F. Bruce, The Epistles to the Colossians, to Philemon, and to the Ephesians, The New International Commentary on the New 
Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1984), 71.



The Supremacy of Jesus
So that he might be supreme in everything!

Colossians 1:18
18And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning 

and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in
everything he might have the supremacy.



Jesus Christ is supreme:



Jesus Christ is supreme:
Image of the Invisible God
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Jesus Christ is supreme:
Image of the Invisible God

Primary place above all creation
In and through him, everything was created

Creation was made for him
He holds all things together

Head of the church
The beginning, the firstborn over the dead



“What should this mean to us? Simply this: “that in 
everything he might have the supremacy” (v. 18). 
“Everything” extends his “firstness” to as wide a scope as is 
conceivable and beyond…
He must have first-place in everything.

• First-place in our families.
• First-place in our marriages.
• First-place in our professions.
• First-place in our mission and ministry.
• First-place in matters of the intellect.
• First-place in time.
• First-place in love.



“• First-place in conversation.
• First-place in pleasures.
• First in eating.
• First in play.
• First in athletics.
• First in what we watch.
• First-place in art.
• First-place in music.
• First-place in worship.

Let us give him first-place!

~ R. Kent Hughes, Colossians and Philemon: The Supremacy of Christ, Preaching the Word
(Westchester, IL: Crossway Books, 1989), 34.



Gospel Application



Do you have good Christology?
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Do you have good Christology?

Is Christ supreme in every area of your life for 
nourishment and authority?

Gospel Application
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