Walls Broken, Hope Spoken (3/13/22)
Sermon Description: Walls separate. Such walls might be physical or emotional or spiritual.
They may serve to protect or isolate or divide. They can be helpful or detrimental. There are
times to erect a wall and times to break them down. This week we see how a specific wall,
referred to as the dividing wall of hostility, is torn down on account of Christ. In a world
enthralled with walls of division, we have the opportunity to hear of walls broken and hope
spoken.
Main Passage: Ephesians 2:11-22
Title: Walls Broken, Hope Spoken
Topics: New Creation > Hope
Tags: division, walls, race, reconciliation, peace
Questions to consider:
•
•
•

For the Christian, how would you characterize those “former” times, prior to knowing
Jesus Christ, in which you were without hope and without God?
“But now,” what difference has it made and is it making in your life that walls between
us and God and between one another have been torn down?
Will you pray the following, “Lord, help me to experience the peace you intended
through Christ–in relationship to you and others–that the world might see the unity and
hope we, the church, have in you”?

Week #9
Introduction: When you hear the word “wall,” what comes to mind?
Arguably, one of the most memorable quotes related to a wall came from (no, not Donald
Trump) Ronald Reagan when he said, “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall.” Wall broken, Hope
spoken.
In this week’s passage, we see a significant wall–the dividing wall of hostility–torn down. Wall
broken, Hope spoken.
Ephesians 2:11–22
11

Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised”
by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human hands)—
12
remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel
and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13But
now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

14

For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier,
the dividing wall of hostility, 15by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and
regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making
peace, 16and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to
death their hostility. 17He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those
who were near. 18For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.
19
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s
people and also members of his household, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21In him the whole building is joined together
and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22And in him you too are being built together to
become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
Past three weeks: The Bad News – The Good News – The Great News
Today, the passage can be easily broken down into three sections based on key phrases:
1. Formerly
2. But now
3. Consequently
Formerly…
…there was a group described as “Gentiles” or “Uncircumcised”
There was a wall. This wall separated Jews from non-Jews. One of the barriers was visible–
circumcision. This was intended to communicate something, ultimately, about God. He is holy
and we are not. He is altogether separate and other from us. His people, the Jews, were
circumcised (amongst other ceremonies and rituals) to communicate distinction.
Unfortunately, these labels of “Gentiles” or “Uncircumcised” were derogatory. The Jews looked
down upon them. To use current cultural language, they were “othered” by the Jews.
Paul goes on to describe this group as:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

separate from Christ,
excluded from citizenship in Israel,
foreigners to the covenants of the promise,
without hope, and
without God in the world.

Before moving on, consider what this would feel like. For some of you, it’s not hard to imagine.
You’re being “othered” currently. It could be at work, within your family, or amidst culture. It
might be due to your faith, your political views, your race/ethnicity, your education, or your
decisions. It hurts to be othered. Formerly, the Gentiles were othered.

But now…
Paul lists a number of truths that accurately describe the Gentiles because of their new faith in
Jesus Christ.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

They were far but now are near.
They were two people groups with the Jews but now are one with them.
They experienced discord but now are at peace.
They were separated but now are reconciled.
They were without access to God but now have access.

For as complex and deep as God and his gospel are, consider the simplicity of several of these
details.
FAR – NEAR. Grover, from Sesame Street, taught me about near and far. If you and I can
understand the reality of far and near, we can understand an important aspect of the gospel. The
gospel takes us from far away from God to near God. It takes us from far away from other people
to near them on account of Christ.
TWO – ONE. The Berlin Wall made one nation two, one city two, one people two. When it was
torn down, a nation, city, and people were reunited. That is a smaller picture of the gospel. Two
become one. We were not one with God. But now, on account of the gospel, we are one with
him. We were not one with each other. But now, on account of the gospel, we are one with each
other.
SEPARATE – RECONCILED. The hug heard ‘round the world. Do you remember the hug
between Maxwell and Finnegan. Two kids from NYC who hadn’t seen each other in two years
days. They see each other from a block away and take off running toward one another. Arms
outstretched as they approach. BIG hug. Joy palpable. What makes it even more significant is
Maxwell is black and Finnegan white. I don’t need to recount our nation’s historical struggle
between black and white. But in these two boys we see reconciliation depicted. That’s a window
into learning about our reconciliation to God and to each other.
Three simple images which can help us comprehend God’s love and work through Christ.
How is the work of Christ described in this passage? It says…
1. By his blood (v. 13)
2. He himself is our peace (v. 14)
3. He set aside the law with its commands and regulations (v. 15)
4. He created (this new humanity) within himself (v. 15)
5. He put to death our hostility through the cross (v. 16)
6. He preached (v. 17)
The Father said to the Son, “Jesus, Messiah, tear down this wall!” And he did.

Consequently…
…those formerly known as foreigners and strangers are no longer foreigners and strangers!
…those formerly viewed not as citizens are citizens with God’s people!
…those formerly seen as outside are brought inside as members of his household.
…those formerly without hope are joined together with him to build a new temple.
…those formerly without God are a dwelling in which God will live by his Spirit.
This is GREAT NEWS!!
Point of emphasis:
Ephesians 2:14
14
For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier,
the dividing wall of hostility.
A broken wall is a preeminent biblical image for defeat. God’s prediction to Joshua regarding
the fall of Jericho is that “the wall of the city will fall down flat” (Josh 6:5 RSV). When Joash
defeats Amaziah, the key to conquest is that he “broke down the wall of Jerusalem for four
hundred cubits” (2 Chron 25:23 RSV), a feat repeated by Nebuchadnezzar on a grand scale
when he carries the nation into captivity (2 Chron 36:19).
Leland Ryken et al., Dictionary of Biblical Imagery (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press,
2000), 925.
Galatians 3:26–29
26
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27for all of you who were baptized
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave
nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29If you belong to
Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.
Walls broken, Hope spoken. Again and again. Whatever the wall, if you belong to Christ, you
are one with God and one with his people. Believe that. Feel that.
Questions to consider:
•
•

For the Christian, how would you characterize those “former” times, prior to knowing
Jesus Christ, in which you were without hope and without God?
“But now,” what difference has it made and is it making in your life that walls between
us and God and between one another have been torn down?

•

Will you pray the following, “Lord, help me to experience the peace you intended
through Christ–in relationship to you and others–that the world might see the unity and
hope we, the church, have in you”?

Ronald Reagan: Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!

Ephesians 2:11–22
11Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles
by birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call
themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body
by human hands)—12remember that at that time you were
separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel
and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without
hope and without God in the world.

Ephesians 2:11–22
13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have
been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he himself is
our peace, who has made the two groups one and has
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15by
setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and
regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new
humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16and in one
body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by
which he put to death their hostility. 17He came and
preached peace to you who were far away and peace to
those who were near. 18For through him we both have
access to the Father by one Spirit.

Ephesians 2:11–22
19Consequently,

you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but
fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his
household, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21In
him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a
holy temple in the Lord. 22And in him you too are being built
together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

#1 – ”Formerly” you were “Gentiles”/”Uncircumcised”
Ephesians 2:11–12
11Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles
by birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call
themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body
by human hands)—12remember that at that time you were
separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel
and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without
hope and without God in the world.

#1 – ”Formerly” you were “Gentiles”/”Uncircumcised”
Five realities of NOT being Jewish
Ephesians 2:11–12
11Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles
by birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call
themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body
by human hands)—12remember that at that time you were
separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel
and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without
hope and without God in the world.

#2 – ”But now” you are this
Ephesians 2:13–18
13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have
been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he himself is our
peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the
barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15by setting aside in his
flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose
was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus
making peace, 16and in one body to reconcile both of them to
God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.
17He came and preached peace to you who were far away and
peace to those who were near. 18For through him we both have
access to the Father by one Spirit.
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#2 – ”But now” you are this…because of Jesus
Ephesians 2:13–18
13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have
been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he himself is our
peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the
barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15by setting aside in his
flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose
was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus
making peace, 16and in one body to reconcile both of them to
God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.
17He came and preached peace to you who were far away and
peace to those who were near. 18For through him we both have
access to the Father by one Spirit.

#3 – “Consequently” you are this
Ephesians 2:19–22
19Consequently,

you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but
fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his
household, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21In
him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a
holy temple in the Lord. 22And in him you too are being built
together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

#3 – “Consequently” you are this
Ephesians 2:19–22
19Consequently,

you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but
fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his
household, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21In
him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a
holy temple in the Lord. 22And in him you too are being built
together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

Ephesians 2:14
14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one
and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.

A broken wall is a preeminent biblical image for defeat.
God’s prediction to Joshua regarding the fall of Jericho is that
“the wall of the city will fall down flat” (Josh 6:5 RSV). When
Joash defeats Amaziah, the key to conquest is that he “broke
down the wall of Jerusalem for four hundred cubits” (2
Chron 25:23 RSV), a feat repeated by Nebuchadnezzar on a
grand scale when he carries the nation into captivity (2
Chron 36:19).

Leland Ryken et al., Dictionary of Biblical Imagery
(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), 925.

Galatians 3:26–29
26So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through
faith, 27for all of you who were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor
Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female,
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29If you belong to Christ,
then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the
promise.

Walls Broken
Hope Spoken

For the Christian, how would you characterize those
“former” times, separated from Jesus Christ, in which
you were without hope and without God?

For the Christian, how would you characterize those
“former” times, separated from Jesus Christ, in which
you were without hope and without God?
“But now,” what difference has it made and is it making
in your life that walls between us and God and between
one another have been torn down?

For the Christian, how would you characterize those
“former” times, separated from Jesus Christ, in which
you were without hope and without God?
“But now,” what difference has it made and is it making
in your life that walls between us and God and between
one another have been torn down?
What would it look like for the message of
“Walls Broken, Hope Spoken”
to be shared within your spheres?

