
Who is Hope Community Church Downtown? Part 1 (1/2/22) 

Sermon Description: Who is Hope Community Church Downtown today? Why is that an 
important question to ask? People change. Churches change. Leadership changes. Culture 
changes. Everything changes. And so has Hope changed over 25 years of her history. So it’s vital 
we pause to reflect on our past, consider our present, and anticipate our future. 

Main Passage: Isaiah 57:14-19 

Title: Who is Hope Community Church Downtown today? Part 1 

Topics: Church 

Tags: church, gospel, community, mission  

Questions to consider: 

·  Will you take time to thank and worship God for his faithfulness to Hope? 
·  Is it your heart – get to, not have to – to rely on the “good bones” God has used in the 

building of Hope Community Church Downtown in 2022? 
 
 
Introduction: The abridged story of Hope Community Church 
 
Isaiah 57:14-19 
 
The vision of Hope Community Church: To honor God by helping as many people as possible 
become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 
 
Who is Hope Community Church Downtown? 
 
The analogy of a house. 

• This week: The bones. The foundation. The stud walls. The sheathing. The insulation. 
• Next week: The decorative. The visible. What it looks like and feels like. 

 
GOOD BONES: To honor God (Gospel) by helping as many people as possible (Community) 
become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ (Mission). 
 
 
The Gospel 
 
Romans 3:9–12, 20  
9What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage? Not at all! For we have already made 
the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. 10As it is written: “There is 
no one righteous, not even one; 11there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks 
God. 12All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does 



good, not even one.” …20Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works 
of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin.  
 
Romans 3:21–25  
21But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law 
and the Prophets testify. 22This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 
believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God, 24and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by 
Christ Jesus. 25God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his 
blood—to be received by faith.  
 
The law discovers the disease.  
The gospel gives the remedy. 
 
Martin Luther 
 
Kevin’s story: Kevin’s story: Last Sunday I got baptized and it was a life changing experience. 
Lately I’ve had some big wake up calls and have wanted to make some huge changes in my life. 
I’ve been starting to live for God and what he wants my life to be. He can truly heal and nothing 
is ever too big for him. Why am I getting baptized? My life before Christ was simply death. I 
was trying so hard to fill this life of worldly things which ultimately led to so much sin in my 
life, I died...My life has changed so much in such a little time since proclaiming Jesus as my 
savior and crying out to receive him. I finally have hope, just simple hope for my life and future. 
I have hope that I am not powerless and I am forgiven. I have a savior now. A Bible verse that is 
my favorite is John 5:1-9 about the healing pool. The man lying there for 38 years and for Jesus 
to ask, “do you want to get well?” Jesus then tells him to get up and walk for he was healed. That 
really resonates with me. I am getting baptized today to accept and celebrate a new life in Christ. 
I am committing to Jesus publicly as someone who struggled to believe. I died and now God is 
helping me see the light amongst all the darkness. I am going to obey His story for my life. 
 
THE GOSPEL IS THE FOUNDATION. It’s good bones! 
 
 
Community 
 
Seth Godin: What did you expect?  
 
If you open a roadside motel, expect that tired and demanding budget travelers will arrive. 
 
If you run a fancy restaurant, don’t be surprised if people will angle and cajole and lie to get a 
‘better’ table. 
 
If you hustle to get market share, you’ll probably end up with customers who insist on ever more 
hustle and trickery to stay with you. 
 



If you decide to become a coach, realize that most of your prospects will be people who don’t 
think they need a coach. (Because the people who want and need a coach already have one). 
 
If you attract new freelance business by being the cheapest, I’m betting that your customers will 
give you a hard time about your rates. 
 
If you’re a mental health professional, expect that the people you encounter will have issues with 
their mental health. 
 
Sometimes, things work the way they are supposed to, even if it’s not what we might want in the 
moment. 
 
Acts 4:13  
13When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary 
men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. 
 
Hebrews 3:12–14  
12See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away 
from the living God. 13But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that 
none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 14We have come to share in Christ, if indeed 
we hold our original conviction firmly to the very end.  
 
Small Groups are arguably the best expression of "smaller community amongst the large" that 
we have at Hope.  They're a place to know and be known, a place to grow in your relationship 
with God through being in relationship with other believers, studying God's word, and fighting 
sin together through prayer and accountability.   
 
A church without the broken  
is a broken church. 
Ed Stetzer 
 
Elsa Temte: The best decision I made in 2020 was to join a small group at my church 
@hopecommunitychurchdt. It’s when this church really began to feel like home after going for 
awhile. So grateful for each of these people in this group, our leaders, and the way these people 
point me toward God.   
 
COMMUNITY MAKES FOR GOOD BONES! 
 
 
Mission 
 
Matthew 16:13–18  
13When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say the Son of Man is?” 14They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I 
am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17Jesus replied, 



“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by 
my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  
 
Jim Gaffigan: I don’t do that…but I’m the type of guy who would. 
 
Tim Keller: Contextualization is not – as is often argued – “giving people what they want to 
hear.” Rather, it is giving people the Bible’s answers, which they may not at all want to hear, to 
questions about life that people in their particular time and place are asking in language and 
forms they can comprehend and through appeals and arguments with force they can feel, even if 
they reject them. 
 
Who is Hope Community Church - Downtown? 
 
All for the glory of God! 

Questions to consider: 

·  Will you take time to thank and worship God for his faithfulness to Hope? 
·  Is it your heart – get to, not have to – to rely on the “good bones” God has used in the 

building of Hope Community Church Downtown in 2022? 
 





The abridged story of 
Hope Community Church



14And it will be said: “Build up, build up, prepare the road! 
Remove the obstacles out of the way of my people.” 15For this is 

what the high and exalted One says— he who lives forever, whose 
name is holy: “I live in a high and holy place, but also with the one 
who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly 

and to revive the heart of the contrite. 16I will not accuse them 
forever, nor will I always be angry, for then they would faint away 
because of me— the very people I have created. 17I was enraged by 
their sinful greed; I punished them, and hid my face in anger, yet 
they kept on in their willful ways. 18I have seen their ways, but I 
will heal them; I will guide them and restore comfort to Israel’s 

mourners, 19creating praise on their lips. Peace, peace, to those far 
and near,” says the LORD. “And I will heal them.” 

Isaiah 57:14–19



The vision of Hope Community Church is
to honor God

by helping as many people as possible
become fully devoted followers of 

Jesus Christ
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The vision of Hope Community Church is
to honor God (Gospel)

by helping as many people as possible 
(Community)

become fully devoted followers of 
Jesus Christ (Mission)





Romans 3:9–12, 20
9What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage? 
Not at all! For we have already made the charge that Jews 
and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. 10As it is 

written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; 11there is 
no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. 

12All have turned away, they have together become 
worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.” 
…20Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s 
sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we 

become conscious of our sin. 



Romans 3:21–25
21But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has 

been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets 
testify. 22This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus 

Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew 
and Gentile, 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God, 24and all are justified freely by his grace through the 

redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25God presented 
Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of 

his blood—to be received by faith. 



The law discovers the disease. 
The gospel gives the remedy.

Martin Luther

https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Martin_Luther


Kevin’s story







In Community



Acts 4:13
13When they saw the courage of Peter and John 

and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, 
they were astonished and they took note that 

these men had been with Jesus. 



Hebrews 3:12–14
12See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, 
unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. 13But 
encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” 
so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 
14We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our 

original conviction firmly to the very end. 



Small Groups are arguably the best expression of "smaller 
community amongst the large" that we have at 

Hope. They're a place to know and be known, a place to 
grow in your relationship with God through being in 

relationship with other believers, studying God's word, and 
fighting sin together through prayer and accountability. 



A church without the broken 
is a broken church.

Ed Stetzer
Author, Speaker, Researcher, Church Planter & Missiologist

Exec. Dir. of Billy Graham Center at Wheaton College



Elsa Temte: The best 
decision I made in 2020 was 
to join a small group at my 

church 
@hopecommunitychurchdt. 
It’s when this church really 
began to feel like home after 
going for awhile. So grateful 

for each of these people in 
this group, our leaders, and 
the way these people point 

me toward God.  





On 
Mission



Matthew 16:13–18
13When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he 

asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 
14They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; 

and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15“But 
what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God.” 17Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son 

of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and 
blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you that you 
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 

gates of Hades will not overcome it. 



Matthew 16:13–18
13When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he 

asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 
14They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; 

and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15“But 
what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God.” 17Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son 

of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and 
blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you that you 
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 

gates of Hades will not overcome it. 





~ Tim Keller. Center Church: Doing Balanced, 
Gospel-Centered Ministry in Your City. 2012. Page 89.

Contextualization is not – as is often argued – “giving 
people what they want to hear.” Rather, it is giving 
people the Bible’s answers, which they may not at all 
want to hear, to questions about life that people in their 
particular time and place are asking in language and 
forms they can comprehend and through appeals and 
arguments with force they can feel, even if they reject 
them.
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