








Ecclesiastes 7:10 

Do not say, “Why were the old days better than these?” 
For it is not wise to ask such questions.







Today’s Message:
Vision for Lowertown, St. Paul



Where:
Lower...wha? 















The old city of Saint Paul has been dubbed, “the Arts 
and Culture Capital of the Midwest.” At any given 
moment the theaters within the city limits could hold 
52,000 people which is almost a fifth of the cities total 
population. 

~ City of Saint Paul, http://www.stpaul.gov/index.aspx?NID=58
(accessed November 15, 2013). 

http://www.stpaul.gov/index.aspx?NID=58
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More Than Multisite

5,000+ multisite churches vs. 1,650 megachurches
Average size going multisite: 1,200

Average attendance in all locations: 1,900
Average size of multisite campus: 361



More Than Multisite

“Multisite churches grow faster, have more 
lay participation and reach more new 
believers than single-site churches.”

~Leadership Network 2014



“When members are activated to launch a new campus or 
church, they often feel a new sense of ownership and mission.

~ More Than Multisite, (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale 
House Publishing) 2016, 33. 

.



Genesis 1:28

28 God blessed them and said be fruitful and multiply...



How



How

Only with God’s Help



Acts 1:1-8
1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus 
began to do and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to 

heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself 

to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He 
appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the 

kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with 
them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but 
wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me 
speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days 

you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 



Acts 1:1-8
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you 

at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the 
Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” 



“The verb ‘you will be’ is in the indicative mood. It is 
the mood of assertion. It portrays something as being 
actual. So Jesus is not suggesting this as a career option 
for His apostles. He was not raising the mere 
possibility of it happening. He was not saying that it 
might happen if everything worked out. It is not, ‘You 
might be my witnesses’ or ‘You can be my witnesses if 
you choose.’



“Jesus was saying that this new identity would be the 
direct consequence of the Holy Spirit coming upon 
them in power. The power of the Holy Spirit would be 
primarily evident in them being His witnesses to the 
ends of the earth. 

Steve Timmis, Multiplying Churches: Exploring God’s Mission Strategy, 
(Christian Focus Publications: Rose-shire, Great Britain, 2016), 65. 



How

As God’s People



Jeremiah 28:4-9

4 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all 
those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 “Build 

houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. 
6 Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons 
and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have 
sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease. 
7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have 

carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it 
prospers, you too will prosper.” 



Jeremiah 28:4-9

8 Yes, this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “Do 
not let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not 

listen to the dreams you encourage them to have. 9 They are 
prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent them,” 

declares the Lord.



Who were the Babylonians?
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God is at work on our cities



“What will be remembered about the twenty-first 
century…is the great, and final, shift of human 
populations out of rural, agricultural life and into 
cities. We will end this century as a wholly urban 
species.

Doug Sanders, Arrival City: How the Largest Migration in History is Reshaping 
the Our World (New York: Pantheon, 2010), 1. 





Are you living intentionally for the Bride of Christ?

What steps are you taking to seek the welfare of the 
city?

Gospel Application


