
Introduction – Why?

Great Big Spoiler!  How it all ends
Revelation 7:9

Revelation 21:1-5

Revelation 22:1-5

How do we get to The Big Spoiler?
The final words of Jesus to his followers
Sunday School Answer:

Matthew 28:16-20

Acts 1:7-8

How did the apostles understand the 
Great Commission?
Acts 2:12-15, 38-41

Acts 4:23-31

The Pauline Cycle

The Overall Mission of God
Ephesians 3:10-11

Lakes or Rivers?

God is doing a new thing at Hope!

Gospel Application – Why are you 
   here today?

Revelation 21:1-5
1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, 

for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and there was no longer 
any sea.  2I saw the Holy City, the new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband.  3And I heard a 

loud voice from the throne saying, “Now 
the dwelling of God is with men, and 
he will live with them.  They will be his 
people, and God himself will be with 
them and be their God.  4He will wipe 

every tear from their eyes.  There will be 
no more death or mourning or crying or 

pain, for the old order of things has passed 
away.”   5He who was seated on the throne 
said, “I am making everything new!” Then 
he said, “Write this down, for these words 

are trustworthy and true.”

Matthew 28:16-20
16 Then the eleven disciples went to 

Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had 
told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they 

worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then 
Jesus came to them and said, “All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end 
of the age.” 

Ephesians 3:10-11
10His intent was that now, through the 
church, the manifold wisdom of God 
should be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly realms, 11ac-

cording to his eternal purpose which he 
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Message Notes
Lakes or Rivers?

Scripture Passages
(taken from the English Standard Version)









GREAT BIG SPOILER!

Revelation 7:9
9After this I looked and there before me was a great 

multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, 
people and language, standing before the throne and in front 

of the Lamb.  They were wearing white robes and were 
holding palm branches in their hands.  10And they cried out 

in a loud voice:

“Salvation belongs to our God,
who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”



GREAT BIG SPOILER!
Revelation 21:1-5

1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  2I saw the 

Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  3And I heard a 

loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with 
men, and he will live with them.  They will be his people, and God 

himself will be with them and be their God.  4He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes.  There will be no more death or mourning or crying or 

pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”   5He who was seated 
on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write 

this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”



GREAT BIG SPOILER!
Revelation 22:1-5

1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as 
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2down the 

middle of the great street of the city.  On each side of the river stood the 
tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month.  
And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.  3No longer 
will there be any curse.  The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in 

the city, and his servants will serve him.  4They will see his face, and his 
name will be on their foreheads.  5There will be no more night.  They 

will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God 
will give them light.  And they will reign for ever and ever.



How do we get from the Fall of Humanity 
(Genesis 3) to the GREAT SPOILER?





The Great Commission

Matthew 28:16-20
16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain 
where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they 

worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to 
them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 

you always, to the very end of the age.”



The Final Words to the Apostles

Acts 1:7-8
6So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you 

at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”
7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or 

dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria,

and to the ends of the earth.”



How did the Apostles understand
the Great Commission?

Acts 2:12-15, 38-41
12Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does 

this mean?”  13Some, however, made fun of them and said,
“They have had too much wine.”

14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in 

Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say.  
15These people are not drunk, as you suppose.  It’s only

nine in the morning!



How did the Apostles understand
the Great Commission?

Acts 2:12-15, 38-41
36“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this 

Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”

37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said 
to Peter and the other apostles,
“Brothers, what shall we do?”



How did the Apostles understand
the Great Commission?

Acts 2:12-15, 38-41
38Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  39The promise is for you 
and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the 

Lord our God will call.”



How did the Apostles understand
the Great Commission?

Acts 2:12-15, 38-41
40With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with 
them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those 

who accepted his message were baptized, and about three 
thousand were added to their number that day.



How did the Apostles understand
the Great Commission?

Acts 4:23-31
23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own 

people and reported all that the chief priests and elders had 
said to them. 24 When they heard this, they raised their voices 
together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you 
made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything 
in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth 

of your servant, our father David:



How did the Apostles understand
the Great Commission?

Acts 4:23-31
“ ‘Why do the nations rage 

and the peoples plot in vain? 
26The kings of the earth take their stand 

and the rulers gather together 
against the Lord 

and against his Anointed One.’



How did the Apostles understand
the Great Commission?

Acts 4:23-31
27Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the 

Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against 
your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed.  28They did what 
your power and will had decided beforehand should happen.  

29Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to 
speak your word with great boldness. 30Stretch out your hand 

to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the 
name of your holy servant Jesus.”



How did the Apostles understand
the Great Commission?

Acts 4:23-31
31After they prayed, the place where they were meeting 

was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.



How did the Apostles understand
the Great Commission?

Acts 13:1-3
1In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: 
Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen
(who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and 

Saul.  2While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the 
Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work to which I have called them.” 3So after they had fasted 

and prayed, they placed their hands on them
and sent them off.



How did the Apostles understand
the Great Commission?

Acts 14:21-25
21They preached the good news in that city and won a large number 

of disciples. Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 
22strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to 

the faith.  “We must go through many hardships to enter the 
kingdom of God,” they said. 23Paul and Barnabas appointed elders 

for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed 
them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust.  24After going 
through Pisidia, they came into Pamphylia, 25and when they had 

preached the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia.



How did the Apostles understand
the Great Commission?

Acts 15:41
41 He went through Syria and Cilicia,

strengthening the churches. 





The overall Missio Dei (Mission of God)

Ephesians 3:10-11
10His intent was that now, through the church, the 

manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 

11according to his eternal purpose which he 
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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TO THE GLORY OF GOD!







The vigorous, continual planting of new 
congregations is the single most crucial 

strategy for 1) the numerical growth of the 
Body of Christ in any city, and 2) the 

continual corporate renewal and revival of 
the existing churches in a city.  Nothing else--

not crusades, outreach programs, para-
church ministries, growing mega-churches, 

congregational consulting, nor church 
renewal processes--will have the consistent 

impact of dynamic, extensive church 
planting. This is an eyebrow raising 

statement. But to those who have done any 
study at all, it is not even controversial. 
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