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For His Glory and our joy!
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What “therefore” teaches us about grace

Where we’ve been so far

The “therefore” doesn’t add up

Grace is God’s one-way, unmerited love

How to read prophecy and why we’re never done with God’s Word

The Valley of Achor
e Three places we hear of it

o Joshua7
o lIsaiah 65
o Hosea 2

e The Valley of trouble
o Our souls are “deep waters”
e The door of hope
o The shape of good news is a cross

How to hear the music
e What we think about God
e God’s song is always playing
e The role of God’s “I wills”
e Entering the song

Gospel Application
e Where is God inviting you to tune into the song of the gospel?



Scripture Passages (from the New International Version)

Hosea 2:14-20

Isaiah 55:9

14 “Therefore | am now going to allure her; | will lead her into the
wilderness and speak tenderly to her. 15 There | will give her back
her vineyards, and will make the Valley of Achor a door of hope.
There she will respond as in the days of her youth, as in the day
she came up out of Egypt. 16 “In that day,” declares the LORD,
“you will call me ‘my husband’; you will no longer call me ‘my
master.’ 17 | will remove the names of the Baals from her lips; no
longer will their names be invoked. 18 In that day | will make a
covenant for them with the beasts of the field, the birds in the sky
and the creatures that move along the ground. Bow and sword and
battle | will abolish from the land, so that all may lie down in safety.
19 I will betroth you to me forever; | will betroth you in
righteousness and justice, in love and compassion. 20 | will betroth
you in faithfulness, and you will acknowledge the LORD.

As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

1 Peter 1:10-12

10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace
that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest
care, 11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the
Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the
sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow... Even
angels long to look into these things.

Joshua 7:10-12; 25-26

10 The Lord said to Joshua, “Stand up! What are you doing down
on your face? 11 Israel has sinned; they have violated my
covenant, which | commanded them to keep...they turn their backs



and run because they have been made liable to destruction. | will
not be with you anymore unless you destroy whatever among you
is devoted to destruction.

e 25 Joshua said, “Why have you brought this trouble on us? The
Lord will bring trouble on you today.” Then all Israel stoned him, and
after they had stoned the rest, they burned them. 26 Over Achan
they heaped up a large pile of rocks, which remains to this day.
Then the Lord turned from his fierce anger. Therefore that place
has been called the Valley of Achor ever since.

Isaiah 65:10

e 10 Sharon will become a pasture for flocks, and the Valley of Achor
a resting place for herds, for my people who seek me.

John 16:33

e 33 “l have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.
In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have overcome
the world.”

Proverbs 20:5

e The purposes of a person’s heart are deep waters, but one who
has insight draws them out.

2 Corinthians 1:20

e 20 For no matter how many promises God has made, they are
“Yes” in Christ. And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to
the glory of God.

Zephaniah 3:17
e The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He

will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke
you, but will rejoice over you with singing.”



Quotes

e “Israel takes the place of Gomer as the unfaithful wife (see Israel as Wife of
Yahweh). Yahweh brings a case against his people. The images of Israel
alternate among those of unfaithful wife/ mother, children and the land, while
Yahweh appears in the roles of plaintiff, prosecutor, judge and enforcer of
punishment. Most of Hosea 2 clearly speaks to Israel rather than to Hosea’s wife.
Israel will be allowed to discover the consequences of its behavior. It would learn
that the good gifts came from Yahweh rather than Baal. Defeat and exile will be
part of the punishment. No allies will come to its aid.”

Catherine Kroeger, Mary Evans, and Elizabeth Elliot, The IVP Women'’s Bible
Commentary: An Indispensable Resource for All Who Want to View Scripture through
Different Eyes (InterVarsity Press, 2002), 436.

e “Generally, the English word for “grace” has to do with beauty, winsomeness,
attractiveness or charm. As is often the case, God, in the Bible, takes a common
word, sanctifies it and gives it a new and more profound meaning. The word,
“Grace,” has very little to do with what is commonly understood by our English
word.” In fact, Scripture says that grace isn’t a personal virtue at all; but, rather,
underserved favor lavished on an inferior by a superior.”Pete Alwinson has a
great definition of grace. “Grace is doing good for someone when there is no
compelling reason to do so and every reason not to.” That’s it! That is the grace
God has given to us. It’'s called “Amazing Grace” because when you understand
and experience it, it takes your breath away.”

Steve Brown, What is Amazing Grace?
https://www.keylife.org/articles/what-is-amazing-grace/

e “There are two main kinds of suffering. There is the kind that results from power
disparities between groups: racism, sexism, economic inequality. Then there is
the universal kind that comes with being a finite human, faced with a limited
lifespan, the inevitability of death, the unavoidability of grief and regret, the
inability to control the present or predict the future and the impossibility of ever
fully knowing even those to whom we’re closest.”

Oliver Burkeman, The Guardian,



<https://lwww.theguardian.com/books/2021/mar/02/beyond-order-by-jordan-peter
son-review-more-rules-for-life>

The Valley of Achor, which had previously been a place of God’s wrath and of his
judgment on sin (Josh 7:25-26), will become a door of hope.”

Dr. M. Douglas Carew, Africa Bible Commentary (Nairobi, Kenya; Grand Rapids,
MI: WordAlive Publishers; Zondervan, 2006), 1042.

How you picture God when he speaks to you through the Scriptures profoundly matters.
It is the difference between thinking you're hearing from a “God” who wants you to
change your life so that he can stand being around you, and a God who wants to
embrace you so that your delight in him increasingly changes your life. It's the difference
between the rotten stench of moralism and the fragrant aroma of the gospel. And this
gospel is what the prophet Isaiah calls “good news of happiness” (Isaiah 52:7), because
it declares to us not the works we must do to make God happy but the works of a happy
God on our behalf, so that his people may be happy in him.

Adam Ramsey, Truth on Fire: Gazing at God Until Your Heart Sings

[All of us have] a lifelong nostalgia, [a] longing to be reunited with something in the
universe from which we now feel cut off, to be on the inside of some door which we have
always seen from the outside”

C. S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory (New York: HarperCollins, 2001) 42-3.






When someone shows
you who they really are,
believe them.”






Hosea 2:14-20
14“Therefore I am now going to allure her;

[ will lead her into the wilderness

and speak tenderly to her. 1> There I will
give her back her vineyards, and will

make the Valley of Achor a door of hope.
There she will respond as in the days of
her youth, as in the day she came up out

of Egypt.



Hosea 2:14-20

16“In that day,” declares the LORD, “you
will call me ‘my husband’; you will no
longer call me ‘my master.” 1”1 will remove
the names of the Baals from her lips; no
longer will their names be invoked.



Hosea 2:14-20

18In that day I will make a covenant for them

with the beasts of the field, the birds in the sky
and the creatures that move along the ground.
Bow and sword and battle I will abolish from
the land, so that all may lie down in safety. 1
will betroth you to me forever; I will betroth you
in righteousness and justice, in love and
compassion. 21 will betroth you in faithfulness,
and you will acknowledge the LORD.



An outline of today’s message

1. What “therefore” teaches us about grace
2. The Valley of Trouble

3. How to hear the music
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[srael takes the place of Gomer as the unfaithful
wife (see Israel as Wife of Yahweh). Yahweh
brings a case against his people. The images of
Israel alternate among those of untaithful wife/
mother, children and the land, while Yahweh
appears in the roles of plaintiff, prosecutor,
judge and enforcer of punishment.



Most of Hosea 2 clearly speaks to Israel
rather than to Hosea’s wife. Israel will be
allowed to discover the consequences of its
behavior. It would learn that the good gifts
came from Yahweh rather than Baal. Defeat
and exile will be part of the punishment. No
allies will come to its aid.

Catherine Kroeger, Mary Evans, and Elizabeth Elliot, The IVP
Women’s Bible Commentary (InterVarsity Press, 2002), 436.



Hosea 2:13

13T will punish her for the days

she burned incense to the Baals;

she decked herself with rings and jewelry,
and went after her lovers,

but me she forgot,”

declares the LORD.



Hosea 2:14-20
14“Therefore I am now going to allure her;

[ will lead her into the wilderness

and speak tenderly to her. 1> There I will
give her back her vineyards, and will

make the Valley of Achor a door of hope.
There she will respond as in the days of
her youth, as in the day she came up out

of Egypt.



GRACE



Generally, the English word for “grace” has to
do with beauty, winsomeness, attractiveness
or charm. As is often the case, God, in the
Bible, takes a common word, sanctifies it and
gives it a new and more profound meaning.
The word, “Grace,” has very little to do with
what is commonly understood by our English
word.” In fact, Scripture says that grace isn’t a
personal virtue at all; but, rather, underserved
favor lavished on an inferior by a superior.”



Pete Alwinson has a great definition of grace.
“Grace is doing good for someone when
there is no compelling reason to do so and
every reason not to.” That’s it! That is the
grace God has given to us. It’s called
“Amazing Grace” because when you
understand and experience it, it takes your
breath away.”

Steve Brown, What is Amazing Grace? KEY LIFE
https://www.keylife.org/articles/what-is-amazing-grace/ God’s not mad at you.



Isaiah 55:9
Grace is God’s Given, Unmerited Goodness

As the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.






1 Peter 1:10-12

10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who
spoke of the grace that was to come to

you, searched intently and with the greatest
care, 1 trying to find out the time and
circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in
them was pointing when he predicted the
sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that
would follow... Even angels long to look into
these things.
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“Agates” of Redemption in Hosea 2:14-20

Speak good news 10. Justice
Out of wilderness 11. Love
Vineyards restored 12. Faithful-
Door of hope ness

Out of Egypt 13. Idols
Husband / Betroth Removed
Compassion

Righteousness 14. Peace/Safety
New Covenant 15. Acknowledge God



The Valley of Achor
Hosea 2:14-20
14“Therefore I am now going to allure her;
[ will lead her into the wilderness

and speak tenderly to her. > There I will
give her back her vineyards, and will
make the Valley of Achor a door of hope.



The Valley of “Achor”

Anchor
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The Valley of Achor
Joshua 7:10-12

19The LORD said to Joshua, “Stand up! What are
you doing down on your face? ! Israel has
sinned; they have violated my covenant, which I
commanded them to keep...they turn their backs
and run because they have been made liable to
destruction. I will not be with you anymore
unless you destroy whatever among you is
devoted to destruction.



The Valley of Achor
Joshua 7:25-26

2> Joshua said, “Why have you brought this
trouble on us? The LORD will bring trouble on
you today.” Then all Israel stoned him, and after
they had stoned the rest, they burned them.

6 Over Achan they heaped up a large pile of
rocks, which remains to this day. Then the LORD
turned from his fierce anger. Therefore that place
has been called the Valley of Achor ever since.






IEEVELESH L
10Sharon will become a pasture for flocks,

and the Valley of Achor a resting place for
herds, for my people who seek me.

Hosea 2:14-20
1>There I will give her back her vineyards,
and will make the Valley of Achor a door
of hope.



The Valley of Trouble
John 16:33

33“] have told you these things, so that in me
you may have peace. In this world you will
have trouble. But take heart! I have

overcome the world.”



“There are two main kinds of suffering. There is
the kind that results from power disparities
between groups: racism, sexism, economic
inequality. Then there is the universal kind that
comes with being a finite human, faced with a
limited lifespan, the inevitability of death, the
unavoidability of grief and regret, the inability to
control the present or predict the future and the
impossibility of ever fully knowing even

those to whom we’re closest.”

Oliver Burkeman, The Guardian,
mar/02/beyond-order-by-jordan-peterson-review-more-rules-for-life>



The Valley of Trouble
Proverbs 20:5

The purposes of a person’s heart are deep
waters, but one who has insight draws them
out.









The Valley of Achor, which had

previously been a place of God’s
wrath and of his judgment on sin

(Josh 7:25-26), will become a door
of hope.”

Dr. M. Douglas Carew, Africa Bible Commentary (Nairobi, Kenya;
Grand Rapids, MI: WordAlive Publishers; Zondervan, 2006), 1042.



2 Corinthians 1:20

Y For no matter how many promises God has
made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so through
him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of
God.



How you picture God when he speaks to you
through the Scriptures profoundly matters. It is
the difference between thinking you're hearing
from a “God” who wants you to change your
life so that he can stand being around you, and
a God who wants to embrace you so that your
delight in him increasingly changes your life.
It’s the difference between the rotten stench of
moralism and the fragrant aroma of the gospel.



And this gospel is what the prophet Isaiah calls
“good news of happiness” (Isaiah 52:7),
because it declares to us not the works we must
do to make God happy but the works of a
happy God on our behalf, so that his people
may be happy in him.

Adam Ramsey, Truth on Fire:
Gazing at God Until Your Heart Sings



Zephaniah 3:17

The LORD your God is with you, the
Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take
great delight in you; in his love he will no
longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you
with singing.”



Hosea 2:14-20

18In that day I will make a covenant for them

with the beasts of the field, the birds in the sky
and the creatures that move along the ground.
Bow and sword and battle I will abolish from
the land, so that all may lie down in safety. 1°I
will betroth you to me forever; I will betroth you
in righteousness and justice, in love and
compassion. 21 will betroth you in faithfulness,
and you will acknowledge the LORD.



Hosea 2:14-20

18In that day I will make a covenant for them

with the beasts of the field, the birds in the sky
and the creatures that move along the ground.
Bow and sword and battle I will abolish from
the land, so that all may lie down in safety. 1° I
will betroth you to me forever; I will betroth you
in righteousness and justice, in love and
compassion. [ will betroth you in faithfulness,
and acknowledge the LORD.



“We do not want merely to see
beauty... we want something else
which can hardly be put into words-
to be united with the beauty we see,
to pass into it, to receive it K,
into ourselves, to bathe in it,
to become part of it.” ‘

C. S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory (New York: HarperCollins, 2001) 42-3. E.







Where is God inviting you to tune into
the song of the gospel?
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