
Sermon Description: 
Our culture is infatuated with both nakedness (think entertainment and advertising) and clothing 
(think the red carpet, Met Gala, and back-to-school shopping). You might be surprised to hear 
that both nakedness and clothing are found throughout the bible. But how God talks about these 
is very different than our culture. They have far less to do with sensuality and style. Instead, 
we’ll see in them illustrations of exposure, shame, dignity, love, and redemption. What great 
news it is for the church to be clothed in his love! 
 
Main Passage: Hosea 2:2-13 
 
Title: From Naked and Ashamed to Covered and Loved 
 
Topics: Life & Culture > Suffering > Shame 
 
Tags: naked, shame, clothing, love, dignity 
 
Gospel Application/Question: 
 
Have you been clothed in Christ? 
 
Whenever and wherever possible, will you/we commit to “spreading the corner of his garment” 
over the nakedness of another? 
  
 

Introduction: Our culture’s obsessions with clothing and nakedness, including the absurd (Met 
Gala) 

HOSEA 

Review: 

• Biblical Timeline 
• Hosea 1:1-2:1 

Part 1 – (Warning) Naked and Ashamed (2:2-13) 

“Rebuke your mother, rebuke her, for she is not my wife, and I am not her husband. Let her 
remove the adulterous look from her face and the unfaithfulness from between her breasts. 
Otherwise I will strip her naked and make her as bare as on the day she was born; I will make her 
like a desert, turn her into a parched land, and slay her with thirst. I will not show my love to her 
children, because they are the children of adultery. Their mother has been unfaithful and has 
conceived them in disgrace. She said, ‘I will go after my lovers, who give me my food and my 
water, my wool and my linen, my olive oil and my drink.’ Therefore I will block her path with 
thornbushes; I will wall her in so that she cannot find her way. She will chase after her lovers but 
not catch them; she will look for them but not find them. Then she will say, ‘I will go back to my 



husband as at first, for then I was better off than now.’ She has not acknowledged that I was the 
one who gave her the grain, the new wine and oil, who lavished on her the silver and gold— 
which they used for Baal. “Therefore I will take away my grain when it ripens, and my new wine 
when it is ready. I will take back my wool and my linen, intended to cover her naked body. So 
now I will expose her lewdness before the eyes of her lovers; no one will take her out of my 
hands. I will stop all her celebrations: her yearly festivals, her New Moons, her Sabbath days—
all her appointed festivals. I will ruin her vines and her fig trees, which she said were her pay 
from her lovers; I will make them a thicket, and wild animals will devour them. I will punish her 
for the days she burned incense to the Baals; she decked herself with rings and jewelry, and went 
after her lovers, but me she forgot,” declares the LORD.  

Part 2 – From Naked and Ashamed to Clothed and Loved // A “short” biblical theology 

Naked and Unashamed – Genesis 2:22-25 

What went wrong? Genesis 3:6-11 

The link between nakedness and shame – Isaiah 20:1-6 

The link between dignity and clothing – 2 Chronicles 28:15 

The link between covering and redeeming – Ruth 3:7-9, Ezekiel 16:8 

The link between covering and forgiveness – Psalm 32:1 

The link between nakedness, shame, clothing, love, dignity, forgiveness, and redemption – Mark 
15:24, Galatians 3:26-28 

The link between clothing and glory – 2 Corinthians 5:2-5 

Part 3 – How this has the potential to transform Hope Community Church 

A comment I’ll never forget 

The cancel culture around us 

In the gospel, our nakedness is clothed. Our shame is covered. Our sin is forgiven. 

Might God give us the opportunity, in contrast to culture, to shield another? To cover another? 
To share the forgiveness of God with another? How might we be a counter-cultural community? 

Questions to consider: 

• Have you been clothed in Christ? 
• Whenever and wherever possible, will you/we commit to “spreading the corner of 
his garment” over the nakedness of another? 















Hosea 1:1–3
1 The word of the LORD that came to Hosea son of 

Beeri during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and 
Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during the reign of 
Jeroboam son of Jehoash king of Israel: 2 When the 
LORD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said 
to him, “Go, marry a promiscuous woman and have 

children with her, for like an adulterous wife this 
land is guilty of unfaithfulness to the LORD.” 3 So he 

married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she 
conceived and bore him a son. 1



(Warning) Naked and Ashamed – Hosea 2:2-131
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From Naked and Ashamed to Clothed and 
Loved – A “short” biblical theology

How this has the potential to transform Hope 
Community

An outline of today’s message



From Naked and Ashamed 
to Clothed and Loved

A biblical theology
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Naked & Unashamed
What went wrong?

Nakedness & Shame
Clothing & Dignity 

Covering & Redeeming
Covering & Forgiveness
The link between it all

Clothing & Glory



Naked and Ashamed
Hosea 2:2–13

2 “Rebuke your mother, rebuke her, for she is not my 
wife, and I am not her husband. Let her remove the 

adulterous look from her face and the unfaithfulness 
from between her breasts. 3 Otherwise I will strip her 

naked and make her as bare as on the day she was 
born; I will make her like a desert, turn her into a 

parched land, and slay her with thirst. 4 I will not show 
my love to her children, because they are the children 

of adultery. 
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Naked and Ashamed
Hosea 2:2–13

5 Their mother has been unfaithful and has conceived 
them in disgrace. She said, ‘I will go after my lovers, 

who give me my food and my water, my wool and my 
linen, my olive oil and my drink.’ 6 Therefore I will 

block her path with thornbushes; I will wall her in so 
that she cannot find her way. 7 She will chase after her 
lovers but not catch them; she will look for them but 

not find them. Then she will say, ‘I will go back to my 
husband as at first, for then I was better off than now.’ 1



Naked and Ashamed
Hosea 2:2–13

8 She has not acknowledged that I was the one who 
gave her the grain, the new wine and oil, who lavished 
on her the silver and gold— which they used for Baal. 
9 “Therefore I will take away my grain when it ripens, 
and my new wine when it is ready. I will take back my 
wool and my linen, intended to cover her naked body. 
10 So now I will expose her lewdness before the eyes of 

her lovers; no one will take her out of my hands. 
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Naked and Ashamed
Hosea 2:2–13

11 I will stop all her celebrations: her yearly festivals, 
her New Moons, her Sabbath days—all her appointed 

festivals. 12 I will ruin her vines and her fig trees, which 
she said were her pay from her lovers; I will make 

them a thicket, and wild animals will devour them. 13 I 
will punish her for the days she burned incense to the 
Baals; she decked herself with rings and jewelry, and 

went after her lovers, but me she forgot,” 
declares the LORD.
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From Naked and Ashamed 
to Clothed and Loved

A biblical theology
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In the beginning, the two were naked and UNashamed
Genesis 2:22–25 

22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he 
had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the 

man. 23 The man said, “This is now bone of my bones 
and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for 

she was taken out of man.” 24 That is why a man leaves 
his father and mother and is united to his wife, and 

they become one flesh. 25 Adam and his wife were both 
naked, and they felt no shame. 
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What went wrong?
Genesis 3:6–11 

6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was 
good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also 

desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate 
it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with 

her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were 
opened, and they realized they were naked; so they 
sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for 

themselves. 
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What went wrong?
Genesis 3:6–11 

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the 
LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool 

of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among 
the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to 
the man, “Where are you?” 10 He answered, “I heard 

you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was 
naked; so I hid.” 11 And he said, “Who told you that 

you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 
commanded you not to eat from?” 
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The link between nakedness and shame
Isaiah 20:1–6 

1 In the year that the supreme commander, sent by 
Sargon king of Assyria, came to Ashdod and attacked 

and captured it—2 at that time the LORD spoke through 
Isaiah son of Amoz. He said to him, “Take off the 

sackcloth from your body and the sandals from your 
feet.” And he did so, going around stripped and 

barefoot. 3 Then the LORD said, “Just as my servant 
Isaiah has gone stripped and barefoot for three years, 

as a sign and portent against Egypt and Cush…
2



The link between nakedness and shame
Isaiah 20:1–6 

… 4 so the king of Assyria will lead away stripped and 
barefoot the Egyptian captives and Cushite exiles, 
young and old, with buttocks bared—to Egypt’s 

shame. 5 Those who trusted in Cush and boasted in 
Egypt will be dismayed and put to shame. 6 In that day 

the people who live on this coast will say, ‘See what 
has happened to those we relied on, those we fled to 

for help and deliverance from the king of Assyria! 
How then can we escape?’ ” 

2



The link between clothing and dignity
2 Chronicles 28:15 

15 The men designated by name took the prisoners, and 
from the plunder they clothed all who were naked. 
They provided them with clothes and sandals, food 

and drink, and healing balm. All those who were weak 
they put on donkeys. So they took them back to their 

fellow Israelites at Jericho, the City of Palms, and 
returned to Samaria. 
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The link between covering and redeeming
Ruth 3:7–9 

7 When Boaz had finished eating and drinking and was 
in good spirits, he went over to lie down at the far end 
of the grain pile. Ruth approached quietly, uncovered 

his feet and lay down. 8 In the middle of the night 
something startled the man; he turned—and there was 
a woman lying at his feet! 9 “Who are you?” he asked. 
“I am your servant Ruth,” she said. “Spread the corner 

of your garment over me, since you are a guardian-
redeemer of our family.” 
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The link between covering and redeeming
Ezekiel 16:8 

8 “Later I passed by, and when I looked at you and saw 
that you were old enough for love, I spread the corner 

of my garment over you and covered your naked 
body. I gave you my solemn oath and entered into a 
covenant with you,” declares the Sovereign LORD, 

“and you became mine.”

2



The link between covering and forgiveness
Psalm 32:1 

1 Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, 
whose sins are covered. 
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The link between nakedness, shame, clothing, love, 
dignity, forgiveness, and redemption

Mark 15:24 
24 And they crucified him. Dividing up his clothes, 

they cast lots to see what each would get. 
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The link between nakedness, shame, clothing, love, 
dignity, forgiveness, and redemption

Galatians 3:26–28 
26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God 

through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into 
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 

28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor 
free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one 

in Christ Jesus. 
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The link between clothing and glory
2 Corinthians 5:2–5 

2 Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed instead 
with our heavenly dwelling, 3 because when we are 
clothed, we will not be found naked. 4 For while we 
are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because 

we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed 
instead with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is 
mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now the one 
who has fashioned us for this very purpose is God, 

who has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing 
what is to come. 2



How this has the potential to transform 
Hope Community Church

A comment I’ll never forget
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Have you been clothed in Christ?



Have you been clothed in Christ?

Whenever and wherever possible, 
will you/we commit to 

”spreading the corner of his garment” 
over the nakedness of another?
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