








Paul Roberts' galvanizing, sweeping social 
critique of our Impulse Society confronts a 
world where business shamelessly seeks 
the fastest reward, regardless of the long-
term social costs; where political leaders 
reflexively choose short-term fixes over 

broad, sustainable social progress; where 
individuals feel increasingly exploited by 
a marketplace obsessed with our private 

cravings but oblivious to our spiritual 
well-being or the larger needs of our 

families and communities… 



How did the pursuit of short-term self-
gratification, once scorned as a sign of 
personal weakness, became the default 

principle not only for individuals but for 
all sectors of our society? Drawing on the 
latest research in economics, psychology, 

political philosophy, and business 
management, Roberts shows how a potent 

combination of rapidly advancing 
technologies, corrupted ideologies, and 

bottom-line business ethics has pushed us 
across a threshold to an unprecedented 

state. 



The results: financial volatility, failing 
health systems, environmental 

degradation, political paralysis, and a 
deep and growing society-wide 

disaffection…Central here: how our entire 
socioeconomic system has become one 

giant engine devoted to the selfish, short-
term impulses of individuals, CEOs and 
politicians - while ignoring the pressing, 

long-term needs of society. 













Today’s Message: 
Grateful While Waiting 



 
 

Romans 1:21-23 
21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as 
God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile 

and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they 
claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the 

glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a 
mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.  

Connecting Gratitude with Worship 



 
 

Psalm 38:15 
15 But for you, O Lord, do I wait;  

it is you, O Lord my God, who will answer. 

Waiting on God 



 
 

Psalm 38:15 
15 But for you, O Lord, do I wait;  

it is you, O Lord my God, who will answer. 
 

Psalm 33:20  
We wait in hope for the Lord;  
he is our help and our shield.  

  

Waiting on God 



 
 

Psalm 130:5-6 
5 I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits,  

and in his word I put my hope.  
6 I wait for the Lord  

more than watchmen wait for the morning,  
more than watchmen wait for the morning.  

Waiting on God 



 
 

Micah 7:7 
7 But as for me, I will look to the Lord;  
I will wait for the God of my salvation;  

my God will hear me.  

Waiting on God 



 
 

Isaiah 30:18 
18 Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you;  

therefore he will rise up to show you compassion.  
For the Lord is a God of justice.  

Blessed are all who wait for him!  

Waiting on God 



 
 

Psalm 27:14 
14 Wait for the Lord;  

be strong and take heart  
and wait for the Lord. 

Waiting on God 



“This is an exhortation, not to others, but to himself. His 
stronger self exhorts his weaker self not to despair, but 
to wait upon God…and, meanwhile to be of good 
courage; or, be strong. 



“In the closing verse the Psalmist exhorts himself…”Be 
firm, and let thy heart show itself strong” – This does 
not express a comforting promise (such as) “He will 
strengthen” nor indeed…the wish  
that Jehovah (YHWH) would  
strengthen the heart. 

 
~Johann Peter Lange,  

A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures: Psalms 
   



“The suppliant (i.e. the one making a plea to one in 
power or authority) has no more to go on than the 
assurance that God is worth waiting for.  

 
~Derek Kidner,  

Tyndale Old Testament Commentary,  
Psalms 1-72, p. 140 



“The suppliant (i.e. the one making a plea to one in 
power or authority) has no more to go on than the 
assurance that God is worth waiting for.  
 
But that is enough. 
 

 
~Derek Kidner,  

Tyndale Old Testament Commentary,  
Psalms 1-72, p. 140 



 
 

Luke 2:25 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who 

was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him.  

Awaiting the Messiah 



 
 

Luke 2:25 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who 

was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him.  

 
Mark 15:43 

43 Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, 
who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, went 

boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body.  

Awaiting the Messiah 



 
 

Galatians 4:4-7 
4 But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, 
born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those 

under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. e 
6 Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into 
our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you 
are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his 

child, God has made you also an heir.  

Awaiting the Messiah 



 
 

Romans 8:18-25 
18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing 

with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in 
eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the 
creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by 

the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself 
will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the 

freedom and glory of the children of God.  

We are a waiting people 



 
 

Romans 8:18-25 
22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the 

pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but 
we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as 
we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our 

bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no 
hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we hope 

for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.  

We are a waiting people 









I've been so lonely and sad lately. I've had a number 
of friends get married or move, and it's left me feeling 

left behind. Pray that God would meet me in this 
season and bring new people into my life or enrich 

existing friendships.  
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