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Outline
The houses we build
● Two types of builders
● House = your life
● What does the WRONG reading say?
Two foundations
● The Solid Rock
○ Hebrews 11:10
○ Isaiah 28:16
● Foundations of sand
○ Foundations of Performance
○ Foundations of Intellect
○ Foundations of Association
The role of the storm
● To reveal foundations
● You’re either heading into a storm, in a storm, or leaving a storm
● Jonah -- story of a storm in the OT
Uncovering Good News
● Jesus in the storm
○ Compared to Jonah sleeping in the deck
● Jesus and your ultimate storm
● He is the stone that the builders rejected, the final/ongoing word from God.
● Learn to kiss the wave
Gospel Application
● Where are you building your life on a foundation of sand?
● Who is someone you can tell about the Rock of Ages

Scripture Passages (from the New International Version)
Matthew 7:24-27
● 24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts
them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the
rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew
and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its
foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of
mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who
built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose,
and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a
great crash.”
Hebrews 11:10
● 10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose
architect and builder is God.
Isaiah 28:16
● 16 So this is what the Sovereign Lord says: “See, I lay a stone in
Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation;
the one who relies on it will never be stricken with panic.
Proverbs 14:12
● There is a way that appears to be right, but in the end it leads to
death.
Psalm 103:15-16
● 15 The life of mortals is like grass, they flourish like a flower of the
field; 16 the wind blows over it and it is gone, and its place
remembers it no more
Mark 4:37-39

● 37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so
that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on
a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him,
● “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”
● 39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be
still!” Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.
Jonah 11:11-16
● 11 The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him,
“What should we do to you to make the sea calm down for us?” 12
“Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” he replied, “and it will
become calm. I know that it is my fault that this great storm has
come upon you.” 13 Instead, the men did their best to row back to
land. But they could not, for the sea grew even wilder than before.
14 Then they cried out to the Lord, “Please, Lord, do not let us die
for taking this man’s life. Do not hold us accountable for killing an
innocent man, for you, Lord, have done as you pleased.” 15 Then
they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew
calm. 16 At this the men greatly feared the Lord, and they offered a
sacrifice to the Lord and made vows to him.
Mark 12:10-11
● 10 Haven’t you read this passage of Scripture: “‘The stone the
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 11 the Lord has
done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes?”
Isaiah 51:1
● Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the
Lord: Look to the rock…
1 Corinthians 10:3-4
● They all ate the same spiritual food and drank the same spiritual
drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them,

and that rock was Christ
Quotes
● “What is the foundation stone of which the prophet speaks? ...the thought is that
God has implanted firmly and deeply in the earth a stone which cannot easily be
moved, and upon which one may build a house with perfect safety. Of
importance is the past tense, for the stone has already been laid in the ground;
and inasmuch as there is laid a firm foundation, it is mere folly to place one’s
confidence in a foundation not firmly laid.”
○ Edward J. Young, The Book of Isaiah: A Commentary , 286

● “How persistently we claim the right to decide all by ourselves just what we shall
think and just how we shall act. Oh yes, we'll weigh the pros and cons of every
problem. We'll listen politely to those who would advise us, but all the decisions
are to be ours alone. Nobody is going to meddle with our personal independence
in such matters. Besides, we think, there is no one we can surely trust. We are
certain that our intelligence, backed by willpower, can rightly control our inner
lives and guarantee us success in the world we live in. This brave philosophy,
wherein each man plays God, sounds good in the speaking, but it still has to
meet the acid test: how well does it actually work? One good look in the mirror
ought to be answer enough for any alcoholic. Should his own image in the mirror
be too awful to contemplate (and it usually is), he might first take a look at the
results normal people are getting from self-sufficiency. Everywhere he sees
people filled with anger and fear, society breaking up into warring fragments.
Each fragment says to the others, "We are right and you are wrong." Every such
pressure group, if it is strong enough, self-righteously imposes its will upon the
rest. And everywhere the same thing is being done on an individual basis. The
sum of all this mighty effort is less peace and less brotherhood than before. The
philosophy of self-sufficiency is not paying off. Plainly enough, it is a
bone-crushing juggernaut whose final achievement is ruin.”
○ Step Three, Alcoholics Anonymous Big Book. 2002. 4th ed. New York, NY:
Alcoholics Anonymous World Services.

● “This world has no intellectual foundations. No human philosophy will last. What’s

extraordinarily clear is that things that were written in the New York Times on the
editorial page 20 years ago are now seen as hateful, obscene, primitive, horrible
stuff. Twenty years ago. Do you think we’ve arrived at the ultimate moment now?
Do you think that somehow 20 years from now everybody will read the stuff that’s
in the New York Times and say, “Isn’t it wonderful how brilliant … We’ve finally
arrived at all the right views”? No. In fact, let me be personal. There are things
that right now you believe as an enlightened person that two generations from
now will be risible, embarrassing. Anyone who is related to you will be upset that
you even put it on paper. There are no intellectual foundations here. No human
philosophies last. It’s not just that they sort of develop. They become obsolete.
They become stupid. You give your whole life to building your life on the basis of
a set of beliefs. They’re going to go away. All human philosophies have no
foundation.”
○ Timothy J. Keller, “Prayer for Security”

● “This metaphor also emphasizes the ownership of the church. It belongs to God,
not to people. Jesus is both its foundation (1 Cor 3:9–17) and the chief
cornerstone—the stone that controls the design of the whole building (Eph 2:20,
21).”
○ Samuel Ngewa, Africa Bible Commentary (Nairobi, Kenya; Grand Rapids,
MI: WordAlive Publishers; Zondervan, 2006), 1457.

PARABLES

Uncovering Good News

Matthew 7:24-27

“Therefore everyone who hears these words
of mine and puts them into practice is like a
wise man who built his house on the rock.
25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and
the winds blew and beat against that house; yet
it did not fall, because it had its foundation on
the rock.
24

Matthew 7:24-27

But everyone who hears these words of mine
and does not put them into practice is like a
foolish man who built his house on sand. The
rain came down, the streams rose, and the
winds blew and beat against that house, and it
fell with a great crash.”
26

Matthew 7:24-27

1. The houses we build
2. Finding foundations
3. The role of the storm
4. Uncovering good news

Matthew 7:24-27

Two Houses, Two Builders
24

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of
mine and puts them into practice is like a wise
man who built his house on the rock.
25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did
not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.
26 But everyone who hears these words of mine
and does not put them into practice is like a
foolish man who built his house on sand.

Matthew 7:24-27
24

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of
mine and puts them into practice is like a wise
man who built his house on the rock.
25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did
not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.
26 But everyone who hears these words of mine
and does not put them into practice is like a
foolish man who built his house on sand.

Context

Matthew 7:24-27

24

Two Houses, Two Builders…Two Foundations

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of
mine and puts them into practice is like a wise
man who built his house on the rock.
25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did
not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.
26 But everyone who hears these words of mine
and does not put them into practice is like a
foolish man who built his house on sand.

Solid Rock

Sinking Sand

The Solid Rock

For he was looking forward to the city
with foundations, whose architect and
builder is God.
Hebrews 11:10
10

The Solid Rock

So this is what the Sovereign Lord says:
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a
precious cornerstone for a sure foundation;
the one who relies on it will never be
stricken with panic.
Isaiah 28:16
16

What is the foundation stone of which the
prophet speaks? ...the thought is that God has
implanted firmly and deeply in the earth a
stone which cannot easily be moved, and upon
which one may build a house with perfect
safety. Of importance is the past tense, for the
stone has already been laid in the ground; and
inasmuch as there is laid a firm
foundation, it is mere folly to place one’s
confidence in a foundation not
firmly laid.”
Edward J. Young, The Book of Isaiah: A Commentary , 286

Foundations of Sand
There is a way that appears to be right,
but in the end it leads to death.
Proverbs 14:12

Foundations of Sand

Foundations of
Performance

How persistently we claim the right to decide all by
ourselves just what we shall think and just how we
shall act. Oh yes, we'll weigh the pros and cons of
every problem. We'll listen politely to those who
would advise us, but all the decisions are to be ours
alone. Nobody is going to meddle with our personal
independence in such matters. Besides, we think,
there is no one we can surely trust. We are certain
that our intelligence, backed by willpower, can
rightly control our inner lives and guarantee us
success in the world we live in.”

This brave philosophy, wherein each man plays
God, sounds good in the speaking, but it still has to
meet the acid test: how well does it actually work?
One good look in the mirror ought to be answer
enough for [anyone]…Should his own image in the
mirror be too awful to contemplate (and it usually
is), he might first take a look at the results normal
people are getting from self-sufficiency. Everywhere
he sees people filled with anger and fear, society
breaking up into warring fragments. Each fragment
says to the others, ‘We are right and you are wrong.’

Every such pressure group, if it is strong enough,
self-righteously imposes its will upon the rest. And
everywhere the same thing is being done on an
individual basis. The sum of all this mighty effort is
less peace and less brotherhood than before. The
philosophy of self-sufficiency is not paying off.
Plainly enough, it is a bone-crushing juggernaut
whose final achievement is ruin.

Step Three, Alcoholics Anonymous Big Book. 2002. 4th ed.
New York, NY: Alcoholics Anonymous World Services.

Foundations of Sand

Foundations of
Performance

Foundations of
Intellect

This world has no intellectual foundations. No
human philosophy will last. What’s extraordinarily
clear is that things that were written in the New
York Times on the editorial page 20 years ago are
now seen as hateful, obscene, primitive, horrible
stuff. Twenty years ago. Do you think we’ve arrived
at the ultimate moment now? Do you think that
somehow 20 years from now everybody will read
the stuff that’s in the New York Times and say,
“Isn’t it wonderful how brilliant … We’ve finally
arrived at all the right views”? No.

In fact, let me be personal. There are things that
right now you believe as an enlightened person that
two generations from now will be risible,
embarrassing. Anyone who is related to you will be
upset that you even put it on paper. There are no
intellectual foundations here. No human
philosophies last. It’s not just that they sort of
develop. They become obsolete. They become
stupid. You give your whole life to building your
life on the basis of a set of beliefs. They’re going to
go away. All human philosophies have no
foundation.
Timothy J. Keller, “Prayer for Security”

Foundations of Sand

Foundations of
Performance

Foundations of
Intellect

Foundations of
Association

Psalm 103:15-16
15 The

life of mortals is like grass,
they flourish like a flower of the field;
16 the wind blows over it and it is gone,
and its place remembers it no more.

Matthew 7:24-27

The Role of the Storm
25

The rain came down, the streams rose, and the
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did
not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.
26 But everyone who hears these words of mine
and does not put them into practice is like a
foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain
came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew
and beat against that house, and it fell with a great
crash.”

Mark 4:37-39
37 A

furious squall came up, and the waves broke over
the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus was
in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke
him and said to him,
“Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”
…

Jonah 11:11-16
The sea was getting rougher and
rougher. So they asked him, “What
should we do to you to make the sea
calm down for us?”
11

“Pick me up and throw me into the
sea,” he replied, “and it will become
calm. I know that it is my fault that this
great storm has come upon you.”
12

13 Instead,

the men did their best to row
back to land. But they could not, for the
sea grew even wilder than before.

Jonah 11:11-16
14 Then

they cried out to the Lord,
“Please, Lord, do not let us die for
taking this man’s life. Do not hold
us accountable for killing an
innocent man, for you, Lord, have
done as you pleased.”

Then they took Jonah and threw
him overboard, and the raging sea
grew calm. 16 At this the men
greatly feared the Lord, and they
offered a sacrifice to the Lord and
made vows to him.
15

Mark 4:37-39
37 A

furious squall came up, and the waves broke over
the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus was
in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke
him and said to him,
“Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”

39 He

got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves,
“Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was
completely calm.

Matthew 7:24-27

“Therefore everyone who hears these words
of mine and puts them into practice is like a
wise man who built his house on the rock.
25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and
the winds blew and beat against that house; yet
it did not fall, because it had its foundation on
the rock.
24

Isaiah 51:1
Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness
and who seek the Lord: Look to the rock…

1 Corinthians 10:3-4

They all ate the same spiritual food and drank
the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the
spiritual rock that accompanied them,
and that rock was Christ

This metaphor also emphasizes the
ownership of the church. It belongs to
God, not to people. Jesus is both its
foundation (1 Cor 3:9–17) and the chief
cornerstone—the stone that controls the
design of the whole building
(Eph 2:20, 21).”
Samuel Ngewa, Africa Bible Commentary (Nairobi, Kenya; Grand
Rapids, MI: WordAlive Publishers; Zondervan, 2006), 1457.

Gospel Application
Where are you building on
a foundation of sand?
Who is someone that might need
to hear about the Rock of Ages?

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest frame
But wholly lean on Jesus' name
On Christ the solid rock I stand
All other ground is sinking sand
All other ground is sinking sand

