


PARAB L E S
Uncovering Good News



6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig 
tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to 
look for fruit on it but did not find any. 7 So he 
said to the man who took care of the vineyard, 
‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look 
for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. 
Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ 

Luke 13:6-9



8 “ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for 
one more year, and I’ll dig around it and 
fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If 
not, then cut it down.

Luke 13:6-9



1. What is fig tree “fruit?”

2. Why isn’t there fruit? 

3. How to bear fruit

Luke 13:6-9



1Now there were some present at that time who told 
Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had 
mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you 
think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all 
the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I 
tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all 
perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died when the tower 
in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more 
guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell 
you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 

Context -- Luke 13:1-5



6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig 
tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to 
look for fruit on it but did not find any. 7 So he 
said to the man who took care of the vineyard, 
‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look 
for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. 
Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ 

Luke 13:6-9



- Arborist advice

- Humankind as fruit (Genesis 1:28)

- Physical fruit has a spiritual application 

What is the fruit? 



7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized 
by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in 
keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I 
tell you that out of these stones God can raise up 
children for Abraham. 9 The ax is already at the root 
of the trees, and every tree that does not produce 
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the 
fire.”

Luke 3:7-9



Since Jesus does not match the vision of the Messiah 
promoted by the politicians and religious leaders, 
major revision of national and religious thought is 
needed if the people are to appreciate God’s program 
in connection with Jesus. So John sets out to destroy 
people’s false confidence. He speaks to the crowds in 
uncomplimentary language, calling them a brood of 
vipers (3:7). They are behaving like snakes fleeing 
before a grass fire; trying to escape the flames but 
without any intention of having their evil nature 
changed.



They behave as though all they need to do to 
escape the coming wrath is to submit to the 
outward ritual of baptism, without giving any 
practical evidence of repentance. John was not 
teaching such cheap grace. Nor did he permit 
them to hide behind the fact that they were 
physically descended from Abraham, for he 
warned them that physical descent from 
Abraham was no substitute for costly 
grace (3:8)...



The criterion for salvation is not birth, 
national identity, religion, class or 
status…to get right with God, you 
have to admit you are not right with 
God. Hence his call for repentance.”

Paul John Isaak, Africa Bible Commentary (Nairobi, Kenya; Grand 
Rapids, MI: WordAlive Publishers; Zondervan, 2006), 1236.



22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control.

Galatians 5:22-23
Physical fruit has a spiritual application



Galatians 5:22-23



1. What is fig tree “fruit?”

2. Why isn’t there fruit? 

3. How to bear fruit

Luke 13:6-9



6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig 
tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to 
look for fruit on it but did not find any. 7 So he 
said to the man who took care of the vineyard, 
‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look 
for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. 
Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ 

Luke 13:6-9
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6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree 
was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and 
also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took 
some and ate it. She also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7Then 
the eyes of both of them were opened, and they 
realized they were naked; so they sewed fig 
leaves together and made coverings for 
themselves.

Genesis 3:6-7





Nicholas, don’t you know about people this first 
and most crucial fact: every single one is, and is 
painfully every moment aware of it, still a 
child... It’s something people don’t discuss, 
because it’s something most people are aware of 
only as a general crisis of sense of inadequacy, or 
helpless dependence, or pointless loneliness, or a 
sense of not having a strong enough ego to meet 
and master inner storms that come from an 
unexpected angle. Ted Hughes, “Live like a mighty river,” Letters of Note, 

http://www.lettersofnote.com/2012/09/live-like-mighty-river.html



But not many people realise that it is, in fact, the 
suffering of the child inside them. Everybody 
tries to protect this vulnerable two three four 
five six seven eight year old inside, and to 
acquire skills and aptitudes for dealing with the 
situations that threaten to overwhelm it. So
everybody develops a whole armour of 
secondary self, the artificially constructed being 
that deals with the outer world, and the crush of 
circumstances.” Ted Hughes, “Live like a mighty river,” Letters of Note, 

http://www.lettersofnote.com/2012/09/live-like-mighty-river.html



1. What is fig tree “fruit?”

2. Why isn’t there fruit? 

3. How to bear fruit

Luke 13:6-9



Today’s Message:
“I Feel Like I Win When I Lose”

Luke 13:6-9



8 “ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for 
one more year, and I’ll dig around it and 
fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If 
not, then cut it down.

Luke 13:6-9



8 “ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for 
one more year, and I’ll dig around it and 
[put on manure]. 9 If it bears fruit next year, 
fine! If not, then cut it down.

Luke 13:6-9



That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in 
weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 
persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong.

2 Corinthians 12:10





In the first place, weakness speaks of the reality 
of human finiteness and dependence upon God. 
It is just this that Paul declares when he says he 
is weak. He can claim no credit for any of his 
successes, for he knows that he has been 
sustained by God. If he has achieved anything, 
it is only because of God’s power working 
through a weak but consecrated vessel 
(cf. 2 Tim 2:20–21).

D.A. Black, “Weakness,” ed. Gerald F. Hawthorne, Ralph P. Martin, and Daniel G. Reid, Dictionary 
of Paul and His Letters (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1993), 966–967.



Likewise, Paul teaches that God’s way of 
exhibiting power is altogether different from 
human ways. Men and women try to overcome 
their weaknesses; God is satisfied to use 
weakness for his own special purposes. God’s 
means of working, rightly understood, is not by 
making people stronger, but weaker and 
weaker, until the divine power alone is 
seen in them.”

D.A. Black, “Weakness,” ed. Gerald F. Hawthorne, Ralph P. Martin, and Daniel G. Reid, Dictionary 
of Paul and His Letters (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1993), 966–967.





2 Corinthians 13:4

4 For to be sure, 
he was crucified 
in weakness, yet 
he lives by 
God’s power.



The utter and shameful weakness of 
Jesus dying naked on the cross is the 
emblem of the heart of God who 
redemptively bears in himself the 
weakness of the world.”

Leland Ryken et al., Dictionary of Biblical Imagery (Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), 933–934.



Mary Magdalene 
turned around 
and saw Jesus 
standing there, 
but she did not 
realize that it was 
Jesus…thinking 
he was the 
gardener
John 20:14-15



8 “ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for 
one more year, and I’ll dig around it and 
[put on manure]. 9 If it bears fruit next year, 
fine! If not, then cut it down.

Luke 13:6-9





Do you feel like you win when you lose?

Where is God inviting you to 
“look lower” this week?

Gospel Application


