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Emergency Preparedness

SERMON SERIES
The Waters in which we Swim 

WEEK #2: Freedom Dogma
You should live as you wish, as 
long as it doesn’t hurt anyone.
(Also: Christianity is a straigh-

jacket!)

What this dogma sounds like

When God’s people lived how-
ever they wanted
Judges 17:6, 21:25

God’s people are called to free-
dom*
1 Peter 2:16
Galatians 5:13-14

True freedom is not so much the 
_________________ of restrictions 
as finding the ________________ 
ones.

How does this impact life?
Romans 6:14-23

How does this impact life in 
church?

The example Jesus set
John 10:17-18

Judges 17:6 
6 In those days Israel had no king; everyone 
did as they saw fit. 

1 Peter 2:16 
16 Live as free people, but do not use your free-

dom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves. 

Galatians 5:13–14 
13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called 
to be free. But do not use your freedom to 
indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another 
humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is 

fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 

Romans 6:14–23 
14 For sin shall no longer be your master, because 

you are not under the law, but under grace. 15 
What then? Shall we sin because we are not 
under the law but under grace? By no means! 
16 Don’t you know that when you offer your-
selves to someone as obedient slaves, you are 

slaves of the one you obey—whether you are 
slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedi-

ence, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks 
be to God that, though you used to be slaves 

to sin, you have come to obey from your 
heart the pattern of teaching that has now 
claimed your allegiance. 18 You have been 
set free from sin and have become slaves to 

righteousness. 19 I am using an example from 
everyday life because of your human limitations. 

Just as you used to offer yourselves as slaves to 
impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so 

now offer yourselves as slaves to righteous-
ness leading to holiness. 20 When you were 
slaves to sin, you were free from the control 
of righteousness. 21 What benefit did you 
reap at that time from the things you are now 

ashamed of? Those things result in death! 22 
But now that you have been set free from sin 

and have become slaves of God, the benefit you 
reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal 
life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift 

of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 
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Christians don’t have freedom to think for themselves. 
 

Each person should determine truth for him or herself. 
 

Christianity limits personal growth because it 
constrains our freedom to choose our own beliefs and 

practices. 



“
~ Keller, Timothy. The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism.  

2008. P. 36. 
 

In this view, “Freedom” means that there is no 
overarching purpose for which we were created. If 
there were, we would be obligated to conform to it 
and to fulfill it, and that is limiting. True freedom is 
freedom to create your own meaning and purpose. 
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Judges 17:6  

6 In those days there was no king in Israel.  
Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.  
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“
~ Keller, Timothy. The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism. 

2008. P. 47-48. 
 

Freedom is not so much the absence of restrictions as finding the 
right ones, the liberating constrictions. Those that fit with the reality 

of our nature and the world produce greater power and scope for our 
abilities and a deeper joy and fulfillment. Experimentation, risk, and 
making mistakes bring growth only if, over time, they show us our 

limits as well as our abilities. If we only grow intellectually, 
vocationally, and physically through judicious constraints – why why 

would it not also be true for spiritual and moral growth?...The 
popular concept – that we should each determine our own morality – 
is based on the belief that the spiritual realm is nothing at all like the 

rest of the world. Does anyone really believe that?  







How does this impact life? 





True freedom is not so much 
the absence of restrictions 

as finding the right ones.



The right restrictions within freedom 

Romans 6:14–23  
14 For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under 
the law, but under grace. 15 What then? Shall we sin because we are 

not under the law but under grace? By no means! 16 Don’t you know 
that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you 

are slaves of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which 
leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But 
thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have 
come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now 

claimed your allegiance. 18 You have been set free from sin and have 
become slaves to righteousness.  



The right restrictions within freedom 

Romans 6:14–23  
19 I am using an example from everyday life because of your human 
limitations. Just as you used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity 
and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves 
to righteousness leading to holiness. 20 When you were slaves to sin, 
you were free from the control of righteousness. 21 What benefit did 

you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? 
Those things result in death! 22 But now that you have been set free 
from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads 

to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is 
death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
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How does this impact life in church? 







How does this impact life in church? 

It doesn’t hurt anyone if: 
 

I just sit in a pew and don’t talk to anyone. 
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It doesn’t hurt anyone if: 
 

I don’t serve or participate. 



How does this impact life in church? 

It doesn’t hurt anyone if: 
 

I sin. 
 



How does this impact life in church? 

There’s a big difference between “not hurting people” and 
actually laying down preference, time, etc. to truly love and serve 

another. 
 

~Naty Severson 

  



How Jesus exercised his freedom 

John 10:17–18  
17 “The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—
only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it 
down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and 

authority to take it up again. This command I received from my 
Father.”  
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