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Team expectations

The Gospel According to Moses: 
The 10 commandments

Exodus 20:1-26

God’s holiness means he is set apart.
God has acted to set apart his people.
God establishes expectations for his 
people to honor God who is holy.

“I am the LORD”
Exodus 20:1-2

The Four “Vertical” command-
ments
Exodus 20:3-11

The Six “Horizontal” command-
ments
Exodus 20:12-17

Moses speaks with the people
Exodus 20:18-20

Moses speaks with God
Exodus 20:21-26

The Gospel according to Moses

Matthew 5:21-24, Romans 13:8-10

Questions to consider and discuss
• Have you first responded to 

God’s work of slavation through 
the cross of Jesus Christ?

• Have you, in any way, begun to 
believe that relationship pre-
cludes responsibility?

Exodus 20:1–26
1 And God spoke all these words:  2 “I am the 

LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, 
out of the land of slavery. 3 “You shall have no 
other gods before me. 4 “You shall not make 

for yourself an image in the form of anything 
in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the 

waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them 
or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a 

jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of 
the parents to the third and fourth generation 

of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a 
thousand generations of those who love me 
and keep my commandments. 7 “You shall 
not misuse the name of the LORD your God, 

for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless 
who misuses his name. 8 “Remember the Sabbath 

day and keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor 
and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a 

sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do 
any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor 

your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor 
any foreigner residing in your towns. 11 For in six 

days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, 
the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on 
the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed 
the Sabbath day and made it holy. 12 “Honor 
your father and your mother, so that you may 

live long in the land the LORD your God is giving 
you. 13 “You shall not murder. 14 “You shall not 

commit adultery. 15 “You shall not steal. 16 “You 
shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or 
his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, 
or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 
18 When the people saw the thunder and 

lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the 
mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They 

stayed at a distance 19 and said to Moses, “Speak to 
us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God 

speak to us or we will die.” 20 Moses said to the 
people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test 

you, so that the fear of God will be with you 
to keep you from sinning.” 21 The people re-
mained at a distance, while Moses approached 
the thick darkness where God was. 22 Then the 
LORD said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites this: 

‘You have seen for yourselves that I have spoken 
to you from heaven: 23 Do not make any gods 

to be alongside me; do not make for yourselves 
gods of silver or gods of gold. 24 “ ‘Make an altar 

of earth for me and sacrifice on it your burnt of-
ferings and fellowship offerings, your sheep and 

goats and your cattle. Wherever I cause my name to 
be honored, I will come to you and bless you. 25 If 
you make an altar of stones for me, do not build it 

with dressed stones, for you will defile it if you use 
a tool on it. 26 And do not go up to my altar on 
steps, or your private parts may be exposed.’
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Today’s Message: 
The 10 commandments 

Exodus 20:1-26 



God’s holiness means he is set apart. 
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God’s holiness means he is set apart. 
God has acted to set apart his people. 

God establishes expectations for his people 
to honor God who is holy. 



“I am the LORD” 

Exodus 20:1-2 
1 And God spoke all these words:  

2 “I am the LORD your God,  
who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 



The Vertical and Horizontal Commandments 



The Four “Vertical” Commandments  

Commandment #1 
Exodus 20:3-11 

3 “You shall have no other gods before me.   
4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of 

anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters 
below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, 
the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for 
the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those 
who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand generations of 

those who love me and keep my commandments.  



“The formulation of this command is not “Thou shalt not,” but 
rather “There will not be to you.” The statement is not an 
imperative command, but an indicative, whereby Yahweh in 
light of the exodus declares the banishment of all other gods (cf. 
Psalm 82). 

~ Henning Lothar Gert Count Reventlow, German Protestant 
Theologian 



The Four “Vertical” Commandments  

Commandment #2 
Exodus 20:3-11 

3 “You shall have no other gods before me.   
4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of 

anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters 
below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, 
the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for 
the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those 
who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand generations of 

those who love me and keep my commandments.  



“There has been a lot of teaching about generational sin. I don’t 
think what is being said here is “God will actively visit on my 
children whatever my unique sin is.” I think what (God) is 
saying is, “Do you see that there is a relationship—that the sin of 
the parent becomes the most vulnerable area of the child because 
you’ve communicated to them a set of values? You’ve 
communicated to them a picture of who I am in the way that 
you’ve lived your life. You have carved your idol in their very 
presence. Do you think that your children won’t bow  
down to that as well?” 

~ Jen Wilkin,  Podcast: Exodus II, week 3: The Ten Words (part 1) 



The Four “Vertical” Commandments  

Commandment #3 
Exodus 20:3-11 

7 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the 
LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.  



“So, literally, here is how this command is translated, “You shall 
not bear up or lift up the name of your God to falsehood or 
emptiness.” This means the way that we speak about God and 
the way that we credit God with our actions or our motives says 
something about who God is. And either it tells the truth about 
him or it tells a lie about him…So when you don’t take his name 
in vain it means you do not misrepresent the character of God in 
your thoughts, words, or deeds. 

~ Jen Wilkin,  Podcast: Exodus II, week 3: The Ten Words (part 1) 



The Four “Vertical” Commandments  

Commandment #4 
Exodus 20:3-11 

8 “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 9 Six days you 
shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a 

sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, 
neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female 
servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner residing in your 

towns. 11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, 
the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. 
Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.  



The Six “Horizontal” Commandments  

Commandment #5 
Exodus 20:12-17 

12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long 
in the land the LORD your God is giving you.  

13 “You shall not murder.  
14 “You shall not commit adultery.  

15 “You shall not steal.  
16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet 
your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or 

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”  



The Six “Horizontal” Commandments  

Commandment #6 
Exodus 20:12-17 

12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long 
in the land the LORD your God is giving you.  

13 “You shall not murder.  
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donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”  



The Six “Horizontal” Commandments  

Commandment #7 
Exodus 20:12-17 

12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long 
in the land the LORD your God is giving you.  

13 “You shall not murder.  
14 “You shall not commit adultery.  

15 “You shall not steal.  
16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet 
your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or 

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”  



The Six “Horizontal” Commandments  

Commandment #8 
Exodus 20:12-17 

12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long 
in the land the LORD your God is giving you.  

13 “You shall not murder.  
14 “You shall not commit adultery.  

15 “You shall not steal.  
16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet 
your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or 

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”  



The Six “Horizontal” Commandments  

Commandment #9 
Exodus 20:12-17 

12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long 
in the land the LORD your God is giving you.  

13 “You shall not murder.  
14 “You shall not commit adultery.  

15 “You shall not steal.  
16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet 
your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or 

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”  



The Six “Horizontal” Commandments  

Commandment #10 
Exodus 20:12-17 

12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long 
in the land the LORD your God is giving you.  

13 “You shall not murder.  
14 “You shall not commit adultery.  

15 “You shall not steal.  
16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet 
your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or 

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”  







Moses speaks with the people 

Exodus 20:18-20 
18 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the 

trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. 
They stayed at a distance 19 and said to Moses, “Speak to us 

yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we 
will die.”  

 
20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to 

test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from 
sinning.”  



Moses speaks with God 

Exodus 20:21-26 
21 The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the 

thick darkness where God was.  
22 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites this: ‘You have 
seen for yourselves that I have spoken to you from heaven: 23 Do 

not make any gods to be alongside me; do not make for 
yourselves gods of silver or gods of gold.  



Moses speaks with God 

Exodus 20:21-26 
24 “‘Make an altar of earth for me and sacrifice on it your burnt 

offerings and fellowship offerings, your sheep and goats and your 
cattle. Wherever I cause my name to be honored, I will come to 

you and bless you. 25 If you make an altar of stones for me, do not 
build it with dressed stones, for you will defile it if you use a tool 
on it. 26 And do not go up to my altar on steps, or your nakedness 

may be exposed.’” 





“You have heard it said...” 

Matthew 5:21–24 
21 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You 
shall not murder,  and anyone who murders will be subject to 

judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a 
brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who 
says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And 
anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell. 
23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 

remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 
24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be 

reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.” 



“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Romans 13:8–10  
8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to 
love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 

9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You 
shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,”  
and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in 
this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  10 Love 

does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the 
law.  



“Obedience is the response of God’s people to his previous 
operations of grace (i.e. his salvation); relationship precedes 
responsibility, but relationship does not preclude responsibility! 
 
Divine demand, or law, is intended for those already within the 
community of God; law is not a condition for  
salvation. Instead, it provides direction for  
sanctification, that the children of God might  
become as holy as God himself is. 
 

~ Kuruvilla, Abraham. Privilege the Text!: A Theological Hermeneutic for Preaching 
(p. 190, 208). Moody Publishers. Kindle Edition.  



Question to consider and discuss: 
 

Do you have the relationship? Have you first responded to God’s 
work of salvation through the cross of Jesus? 



Question to consider and discuss: 
 

Do you have the relationship? Have you first responded to God’s 
work of salvation through the cross of Jesus? 

 
Have you, in any way, begun to believe that relationship 

precludes responsibility? 
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