
	

Exodus 15:22-27 
22 Then Moses led Israel from the Red 

Sea and they went into the Desert of Shur. 
For three days they traveled in the desert 
without finding water. 23 When they came to 
Marah, they could not drink its water 
because it was bitter. (That is why the place 
is called Marah. c) 24 So the people grumbled 
against Moses, saying, “What are we to 
drink?”  

25 Then Moses cried out to the LORD, 
and the LORD showed him a piece of wood. 
He threw it into the water, and the water 
became fit to drink.  

There the LORD issued a ruling and 
instruction for them and put them to the test. 
26 He said, “If you listen carefully to the 
LORD your God and do what is right in his 
eyes, if you pay attention to his commands 
and keep all his decrees, I will not bring on 
you any of the diseases I brought on the 
Egyptians, for I am the LORD, who heals 
you.”  

27 Then they came to Elim, where there 
were twelve springs and seventy palm trees, 
and they camped there near the water.  
	

Numbers		21:4-9	
4 They traveled from Mount Hor along 

the route to the Red Sea, c to go around 
Edom. But the people grew impatient on the 
way; 5 they spoke against God and against 
Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us 
up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? 
There is no bread! There is no water! And 
we detest this miserable food!”  

6 Then the LORD sent venomous snakes 
among them; they bit the people and many 
Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses 
and said, “We sinned when we spoke against 
the LORD and against you. Pray that the 
LORD will take the snakes away from us.” So 
Moses prayed for the people.  

8 The LORD said to Moses, “Make a 
snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is 
bitten can look at it and live.” 9 So Moses 
made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. 
Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and 
looked at the bronze snake, they lived. 
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Today’s Message: 
Bumbling and Grumbling 

Exodus 15:22-27 



Great Expectations 



Exodus 15:22-27 
 

22 Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea and they went 
into the Desert of Shur. For three days they traveled in 

the desert without finding water.  
 



Murmuring 



Exodus 15:22-27 
 

23 When they came to Marah, they could not drink its 
water because it was bitter. (That is why the place is 

called Marah.) 24 So the people grumbled against Moses, 
saying, “What are we to drink?”  

 
 



“The people did not have what they had expected and 
failed to trust God to provide it. Since the Garden of 
Eden that has been a formula for disobedience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Stuart, D. K. (2006).  (Vol. 2, p. 366).  
Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 



Moses Cries Out to God 



Exodus 15:22-27 
 

25 Then Moses cried out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a 
piece of wood. He threw it into the water, and the water became 

fit to drink.  
 
 



Trust and Obey 



Exodus 15:22-27 
 

There the LORD issued a ruling and instruction for them and put 
them to the test. 26 He said, “If you listen carefully to the LORD 

your God and do what is right in his eyes, if you pay attention to 
his commands and keep all his decrees, I will not bring on you 

any of the diseases I brought on the Egyptians, for I am the LORD, 
who heals you.”  

27 Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs and 
seventy palm trees, and they camped there near the water.  

 
 



“The promise here was not that Yahweh would never allow those 
who place their faith in him to get sick. It was that the Israelites 
would be free from having to worry about the plagues. God 
averred that he would not become angry at them in such a way as 
to subject them to the miseries he had subjected the Egyptians to
—if they were indeed loyal and obedient. His promise to serve as 
their doctor/healer also was not a promise that if anyone among 

  them ever got sick he would immediately heal that 
  person. It was instead an assertion that it was to him 
  they must turn for healing if they found themselves 
  afflicted as a result of sin. 

 
~ Stuart, D. K. (2006).  (Vol. 2, pp. 367368).  

Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 



Consequences of Sin 



Numbers 21:4-9 
4 They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to 

go around Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 
5 they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why have 
you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is 
no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!”  
6 Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the 
people and many Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and 

said, “We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and against 
you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.” So 

Moses prayed for the people.  
 
 



Opportunity to be saved 



Numbers 21:4-9 
 

8 The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; 
anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a 
bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was 
bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they lived. 

 
 



Opportunity to be saved: 
Then and Now 



John 3:1-16 
Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a 
member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night 
and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come 
from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if 

God were not with him.”  
3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom 

of God unless they are born again.”  
4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus 

asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s 
womb to be born!”  
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John 3:1-16 
5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the 

kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 
6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You 
should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 

8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you 
cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with 

everyone born of the Spirit.” 
9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.  



John 3:1-16 
10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not 

understand these things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what 
we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you 

people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of 
earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if 

I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven 
except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.  14 Just as 

Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man 
must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal 

life in him.”  
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 

that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
 
 



The Already, Not Yet 



The Already, Not Yet 



The Already, Not Yet 
 

“Through many dangers, toils and snares 
We have already come. 

T’was grace that brought us safe thus far 
And grace will lead us home. 

 



Gospel Application: 
 

Are we grumbling against God? 
 
 
 
 



Gospel Application: 
 

Are we grumbling against God? 
 

When we sin, do we turn to Him for repentance? 
 

Do you believe? 
 
 
 
 


	Exodus-19-Downtown-Notes
	Exodus-19-Downtown-Slides

