
	

Exodus 12:1-30 
12 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 
2 “This month is to be for you the first month, the 
first month of your year. 3 Tell the whole 
community of Israel that on the tenth day of this 
month each man is to take a lamb t for his family, 
one for each household. 4 If any household is too 
small for a whole lamb, they must share one with 
their nearest neighbor, having taken into account 
the number of people there are. You are to 
determine the amount of lamb needed in 
accordance with what each person will eat. 5 The 
animals you choose must be year-old males 
without defect, and you may take them from the 
sheep or the goats. 6 Take care of them until the 
fourteenth day of the month, when all the 
members of the community of Israel must 
slaughter them at twilight. 7 Then they are to take 
some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops 
of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the 
lambs. 8 That same night they are to eat the meat 
roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and 
bread made without yeast. 9 Do not eat the meat 
raw or boiled in water, but roast it over a fire—
with the head, legs and internal organs. 10 Do not 
leave any of it till morning; if some is left till 
morning, you must burn it. 11 This is how you are 
to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, 
your sandals on your feet and your staff in your 
hand. Eat it in haste; it is the LORD’s Passover.  

12 “On that same night I will pass through 
Egypt and strike down every firstborn of both 
people and animals, and I will bring judgment on 
all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. 13 The blood 
will be a sign for you on the houses where you are, 
and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No 
destructive plague will touch you when I strike 
Egypt.  

14 “This is a day you are to commemorate; 
for the generations to come you shall celebrate it 
as a festival to the LORD—a lasting ordinance. 
15 For seven days you are to eat bread made 
without yeast. On the first day remove the yeast 
from your houses, for whoever eats anything with 
yeast in it from the first day through the seventh 
must be cut off from Israel. 16 On the first day hold 
a sacred assembly, and another one on the seventh 
day. Do no work at all on these days, except to 
prepare food for everyone to eat; that is all you 
may do.  
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Pharaoh – Death of firstborn 



“He is born! He is born! O come and adore Him! 
Young like the Moon in its shining and changing,  

Over the heavens his footsteps are ranging. 
Stars Never-resting and Stars Never-setting, 
Worship the Child of God’s own begetting! 
Heaven and Earth, O come and adore Him! 

Bow down before Him, kneel down before Him! 
Worship, adore Him, fall down before Him! 

God who is born in the night. 
~Margaret Murray, Egyptian Religious Poetry, Verse 

transcription of Nos. 1-3: Poetry to Pharaoh, (London) 1949, 
68. 
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Exodus 10:21-11:10 
4 So Moses said, “This is what the LORD says: ‘About midnight I 

will go throughout Egypt. 5 Every firstborn son in Egypt will die, 
from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to the 
firstborn son of the female slave, who is at her hand mill, and all 

the firstborn of the cattle as well. 6 There will be loud wailing 
throughout Egypt—worse than there has ever been or ever will be 
again. 7 But among the Israelites not a dog will bark at any person 
or animal.’ Then you will know that the LORD makes a distinction 
between Egypt and Israel. 8 All these officials of yours will come 
to me, bowing down before me and saying, ‘Go, you and all the 

people who follow you!’ After that I will leave.” Then Moses, hot 
with anger, left Pharaoh.  

 



Today’s Message: 
The Passover 

Exodus 12:1-30 



Who is this for? 



Exodus 12:1-30 
12 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2 “This month is 

to be for you the first month, the first month of your year. 3 Tell the 
whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month 

each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. 
4 If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share 

one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the 
number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of 
lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. 5 The 
animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and 

you may take them from the sheep or the goats. 6 Take care of 
them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the members 

of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight.  



What are they supposed to do? 



Exodus 12:1-30 
12 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2 “This month is 

to be for you the first month, the first month of your year. 3 Tell the 
whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month 

each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. 
4 If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share 

one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the 
number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of 
lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. 5 The 
animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and 

you may take them from the sheep or the goats. 6 Take care of 
them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the members 

of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight.  



Exodus 12:1-30 
7 Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides 

and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the 
lambs. 8 That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the 
fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. 9 Do 
not eat the meat raw or boiled in water, but roast it over a fire—
with the head, legs and internal organs. 10 Do not leave any of it 

till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it. 11 This is 
how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your 
sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it 

is the LORD’s Passover.  
 



Why? 



Exodus 12:1-30 
12 “On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down 

every firstborn of both people and animals, and I will bring 
judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. 13 The blood 

will be a sign for you on the houses where you are, and when I see 
the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch 

you when I strike Egypt.  
 



Exodus 12:1-30 
14 “This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to 
come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD—a lasting 

ordinance. 15 For seven days you are to eat bread made without 
yeast. On the first day remove the yeast from your houses, for 

whoever eats anything with yeast in it from the first day through 
the seventh must be cut off from Israel. 16 On the first day hold a 

sacred assembly, and another one on the seventh day. Do no work 
at all on these days, except to prepare food for everyone to eat; 

that is all you may do.  
 



How Often? 



Exodus 12:1-30 
17 “Celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread, because it was on 

this very day that I brought your divisions out of Egypt. Celebrate 
this day as a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. 18 In 

the first month you are to eat bread made without yeast, from the 
evening of the fourteenth day until the evening of the twenty-first 
day. 19 For seven days no yeast is to be found in your houses. And 
anyone, whether foreigner or native-born, who eats anything with 

yeast in it must be cut off from the community of Israel. 20 Eat 
nothing made with yeast. Wherever you live, you must eat 

unleavened bread.”  
 



What time is it? 



Exodus 12:1-30 
21 Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, 
“Go at once and select the animals for your families and slaughter 
the Passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood 

in the basin and put some of the blood on the top and on both 
sides of the doorframe. None of you shall go out of the door of 
your house until morning. 23 When the LORD goes through the 

land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top 
and sides of the doorframe and will pass over that doorway, and 
he will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike 

you down.  
 



Exodus 12:1-30 
24 “Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your 

descendants. 25 When you enter the land that the LORD will give 
you as he promised, observe this ceremony. 26 And when your 

children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’ 27 then 
tell them, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who passed over 
the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when 
he struck down the Egyptians.’ ” Then the people bowed down 

and worshiped. 28 The Israelites did just what the LORD 
commanded Moses and Aaron.  

 



What happens if we don’t listen to God? 



Exodus 12:1-30 
29 At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, 

from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the 
firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the 

firstborn of all the livestock as well. 30 Pharaoh and all his officials 
and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud 

wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone 
dead.  

 



Exodus 4:21-23 
21 The LORD said to Moses, “When you return to Egypt, see that 

you perform before Pharaoh all the wonders I have given you the 
power to do. But I will harden his heart so that he will not let the 

people go. 22 Then say to Pharaoh, ‘This is what the LORD says: 
Israel is my firstborn son, 23 and I told you, “Let my son go, so he 

may worship me.” But you refused to let him go; so I will kill your 
firstborn son.’ ” 

 



Exodus 3:9-10 
 

9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have 
seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I 
am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out 

of Egypt.” 
 



Why did they even have to be enslaved in the 
first place?!?! 



Genesis 15:13-16 
 

13 Then the LORD said to him, “Know for certain that for four 
hundred years your descendants will be strangers in a country not 

their own and that they will be enslaved and mistreated there. 
14 But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward 

they will come out with great possessions. 15 You, however, will go 
to your ancestors in peace and be buried at a good old age. 16 In 
the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for 

the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.”  
 



“Because there is no way for the inheritance of the land, 
and children that number the stars of the heaven and 
sand in the sea, except for slavery in Egypt first. One is 
directly dependent on the other. Redemption from 
slavery is the prerequisite for inheriting the lands.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

     ~Amy Bernstein, Podcast Lech Lecha II 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

  

  
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 



“This makes us aware of the slavery around us – that 
makes us liberators… you were slaves, you are no 
different from them. You didn’t earn anything as your 
status as redeemed. You didn’t earn anything about 
redemption…and apparently we need to be reminded of 

   this all the time, and we eat it every 
   year. We have to viscerally remember, 
   because we tend to forget.  

 
 
 

     ~Amy Bernstein, Podcast Lech Lecha II 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

  

  
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 



Did Jesus celebrate Passover? 



Luke 22:7-23 
7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover 
lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go 

and make preparations for us to eat the Passover.”  
9 “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked.  

10 He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water 
will meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters, 11 and say to 

the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is the guest 
room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 12 He will 
show you a large room upstairs, all furnished. Make preparations 

there.”  
13 They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they 

prepared the Passover.  
 



Luke 22:7-23 
14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 
15 And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover 
with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until 

it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”  
17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and 
divide it among you. 18 For I tell you I will not drink again from 

the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”  
19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to 

them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.”  



What time is it? 



Luke 22:7-23 
14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 
15 And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover 
with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until 

it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”  
17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and 
divide it among you. 18 For I tell you I will not drink again from 

the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”  
19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to 

them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.”  



Luke 22:7-23 
20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 
21 But the hand of him who is going to betray me is with mine on 

the table. 22 The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed. But 
woe to that man who betrays him!” 23 They began to question 

among themselves which of them it might be who would do this.  
 



Who is this for? 



1 Corinthians 5:6-8 
 

6 Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little yeast 
leavens the whole batch of dough? 7 Get rid of the old yeast, so 

that you may be a new unleavened batch—as you really are. For 
Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Therefore let us 

keep the Festival, not with the old bread leavened with malice and 
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.  

 



Gospel Application: 
 

I there blood on the door of your heart? 
 
 



“Arthur Green – Radical Judaism  
“Our most basic statement of faith involves is this 
collective experience of bondage.  
Jewish faith is about belonging to this liberated 
community of former slaves. Being Israel means  

     identifying this experience 
as if it     happened yesterday.” 
 
 
 

      ~Amy Bernstein, Podcast Lech Lecha II 
        2017. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

  

  
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 



Gospel Application: 
 

I there blood on the door of your heart? 
 

Do you celebrate your redemption in community? 
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