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For His Glory and our joy! 
 
 
This week’s passage: 
Hebrews 9:15-28 
15For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive 
the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the 
sins committed under the first covenant.  
16In the case of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one who made it, 17because a will 
is in force only when somebody has died; it never takes effect while the one who made it is living. 
18This is why even the first covenant was not put into effect without blood. 19When Moses had 
proclaimed every command of the law to all the people, he took the blood of calves, together 
with water, scarlet wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the people. 20He 
said, “This is the blood of the covenant, which God has commanded you to keep.” 21In the same 
way, he sprinkled with the blood both the tabernacle and everything used in its ceremonies. 22In 
fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding 
of blood there is no forgiveness.  
23It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these 
sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24For Christ did 
not enter a sanctuary made with human hands that was only a copy of the true one; he entered 
heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. 25Nor did he enter heaven to offer 
himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with 
blood that is not his own. 26Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer many times since the 
creation of the world. But he has appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages to do 
away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27Just as people are destined to die once, and after 
that to face judgment, 28so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will 
appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Message Notes: 
Introduction – “Ever been stuck?” 
 
 
Review so far: 
Jesus is all that!! 
Jesus > OT Prophets 
Jesus > Angels 
Jesus’ Gospel > Old Testament Law 
Jesus = 100% Human 
Jesus = 100% God 
Jesus > the situations OT prophets wrote about 
Jesus > Moses 
Jesus’ Salvation > Moses’ Exodus 
Jesus’ Rest > Moses’ Promised Land 
Jesus > all previous priests 
Jesus > Religion & Religiosity 
 
 
 

Today’s Message: 
Ransom Paid. Awaiting Release 

Hebrews 9:15-28 
 
 
Mediator AND Payment. Provides our Ransom/Redemption. 
Hebrews 9:15 
 
The Covenant must be “cut” 
Hebrews 9:16-22 
 
 
Jesus sacrifice of blood > Old Covenant sacrifices 
Hebrews 9:23-25 
 
 
One Time. Paid in Full. 
Back a second time, but for our full salvation. 
Hebrews 9:26-28 
 
Jesus serves us by exchanging his life for ours. 
Mark 10:45 
 
 



Ransomed from who or what? 
A recap of the storyline of Scripture 
 
You only had ONE job! 
Genesis 2:15-17 
 
The Knowledge of Good and Evil  
Genesis 3:4-7 
 
Cain’s Knowledge of Good and Evil 
Genesis 4:6-12 
 
Enter the Promise! 
Genesis 12:1-3 
 
The Promise backed up by a Covenant 
Genesis 15 
 
Enter the Covenant of the Law 
Exodus 24:7-8 
 
How the story all fits together 
Galatians 3:8-14, 21-29 
 
Q: So, what are we ransomed from? 
A: The Curse of the Knowledge (embodiment and guilt) of Good and Evil! 
So why doesn’t it feel that way right now? 
An illustration… 
 
Gospel Application - Are you tired of “doing this on your own”? 
Do you long for the day of our full release? 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Scripture Passages used: 
Mark 10:45 
“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” 
 
Genesis 2:15-17 
15The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 
16And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 
17but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from 
it you will certainly die.” 
 
Genesis 3:4-7 
4“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5“For God knows that when you 
eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  
6When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and 
also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and 
they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for 
themselves. 
 
Genesis 4:6-12 
6Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7If you do what is 
right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; 
it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.”  
8Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” While they were in the field, Cain 
attacked his brother Abel and killed him.  
9Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?”  
“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?”  
10The LORD said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the 
ground. 11Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to 
receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12When you work the ground, it will no longer 
yield its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.” 
 
Genesis 12 
1The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household 
to the land I will show you.” 

2“I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you 
will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all 
peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 
 
Genesis 15 
1After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your 
shield, your very great reward.”  



2But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one 
who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no 
children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.”  
4Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son who is your 
own flesh and blood will be your heir.” 5He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and 
count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring 
be.”  
6Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.  
7He also said to him, “I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you 
this land to take possession of it.”  
8But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, how can I know that I will gain possession of it?”  
9So the LORD said to him, “Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years old, along with 
a dove and a young pigeon.”  
10Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two and arranged the halves opposite each 
other; the birds, however, he did not cut in half. 11 Then birds of prey came down on the 
carcasses, but Abram drove them away.  
12As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came 
over him. 13Then the LORD said to him, “Know for certain that for four hundred years your 
descendants will be strangers in a country not their own and that they will be enslaved and 
mistreated there. 14But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will 
come out with great possessions. 15You, however, will go to your ancestors in peace and be 
buried at a good old age. 16In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for 
the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.”  
17When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch 
appeared and passed between the pieces. 18On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram 
and said, “To your descendants I give this land, from the Wadi of Egypt to the great river, the 
Euphrates—19 the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20 Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, 
21 Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites.” 
 
Exodus 24:7-8 
7Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, “We will do 
everything the LORD has said; we will obey.”  
8Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the blood of the 
covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.” 
 
Galatians 3:8-14, 21-29 
8The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel 
in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” 9So those who have faith are 
blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.  
 

10All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who 
does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” 11Clearly no one is justified 
before God by the law, because, “The righteous will live by faith.” 12The law is not based on 
faith; on the contrary, “The man who does these things will live by them.” 13Christ redeemed us 



from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who 
is hung on a tree.” 14He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come 
to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the 
Spirit... 
 

19What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added because of transgressions until the 
Seed to whom the promise referred had come...  
 
21Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been 
given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. 22But the 
Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, being 
given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe.  23Before this faith 
came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. 24So the law 
was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. 25Now that faith has 
come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law. 
 
26You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27for all of you who were baptized into 
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, 
male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29If you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
 
Romans 8:1-4 
1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2because through 
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. 
3For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin 
in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who 
do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
 
 
Quotes (used or referred to): 
Just as the first covenant was ratified by blood, so also does the new covenant depend upon 
blood, but the blood of Christ, not of animals. Thus, Jesus speaks of the cup at the Last Supper 
saying, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 
sins” (Mt 26:28). Our author notes that “without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness” 
(v. 22). The importance of blood in this regard can be seen from Leviticus 17:11: “For the life of 
a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the 
altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.”1 
 
 

 
1 Donald A. Hagner, Encountering the Book of Hebrews: An Exposition, ed. Walter A. Elwell, 
Encountering Biblical Studies (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2002), 124. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/encbkhebrews?ref=Bible.Heb9.15-22&off=3322&ctx=henticating+effect.+~Just+as+the+first+co






Jesus > OT Prophets
Jesus > Angels

Jesus’ Gospel > Old Testament Law
Jesus = 100% Human & Jesus = 100% God

Jesus > the situations OT prophets wrote about
Jesus > Moses

Jesus’ Salvation > Moses’ Exodus
Jesus’ Rest > Moses’ Promised Land

Jesus > all previous priests
Jesus > Religion & Religiosity



There’s a New Priest in Town

Hebrews 8:1-2
1Now the main point of what we are saying is this: We do have 
such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne 
of the Majesty in heaven, 2and who serves in the sanctuary, the 
true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by a mere human being.



The Day Religion Died



Consciences are Cleansed!

Hebrews 9:14
14How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse 
our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may 

serve the living God!





From Religiosity to a Clean Conscience



Hebrews 9:15-28
15For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that 

those who are called may receive the promised eternal 
inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free 

from the sins committed under the first covenant. 



Hebrews 9:15-28
16In the case of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one 

who made it, 17because a will is in force only when somebody 
has died; it never takes effect while the one who made it is living. 

18This is why even the first covenant was not put into effect 
without blood. 19When Moses had proclaimed every command 
of the law to all the people, he took the blood of calves, together 
with water, scarlet wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled 
the scroll and all the people. 20He said, “This is the blood of the 

covenant, which God has commanded you to keep.”



Hebrews 9:15-28
21In the same way, he sprinkled with the blood both the 

tabernacle and everything used in its ceremonies. 22In fact, the 
law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and 

without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.



Hebrews 9:15-28
23It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to 

be purified with these sacrifices, but the heavenly things 
themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24For Christ did not 
enter a sanctuary made with human hands that was only a copy 
of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in 
God’s presence. 25Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again 

and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place 
every year with blood that is not his own.



Hebrews 9:15-28
26Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer many times since 

the creation of the world. But he has appeared once for all at the 
culmination of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of 

himself. 27Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to 
face judgment, 28so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the 
sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, 

but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.



Ransom Paid. Awaiting Release.



Mediator AND Payment. Provides our Ransom/Redemption.

Hebrews 9:15
15For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that 

those who are called may receive the promised eternal 
inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free 

from the sins committed under the first covenant. 



The Covenant must be “cut”

Hebrews 9:16-22
16In the case of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one 

who made it, 17because a will is in force only when somebody 
has died; it never takes effect while the one who made it is living. 

18This is why even the first covenant was not put into effect 
without blood. 19When Moses had proclaimed every command 
of the law to all the people, he took the blood of calves, together 
with water, scarlet wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled 
the scroll and all the people. 20He said, “This is the blood of the 

covenant, which God has commanded you to keep.”



The Covenant must be “cut”

Hebrews 9:16-22
21In the same way, he sprinkled with the blood both the 

tabernacle and everything used in its ceremonies. 22In fact, the 
law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and 

without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.



“Just as the first covenant was ratified by blood, so also does the 
new covenant depend upon blood, but the blood of Christ, not 
of animals. Thus, Jesus speaks of the cup at the Last Supper 
saying, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins” (Mt 26:28). Our author 
notes that “without the shedding of blood there is no 
forgiveness” (v. 22). The importance of blood in this
regard can be seen from Leviticus 17:11: “For the life
of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to
you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar;
it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.”

~ Donald A. Hagner, Encountering the Book of Hebrews: An Exposition, ed. Walter A. Elwell, Encountering
Biblical Studies (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2002), 124.

https://ref.ly/logosres/encbkhebrews?ref=Bible.Heb9.15-22&off=3322&ctx=henticating+effect.+~Just+as+the+first+co


Jesus sacrifice of blood > Old Covenant sacrifices

Hebrews 9:23-25
23It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to 

be purified with these sacrifices, but the heavenly things 
themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24For Christ did not 
enter a sanctuary made with human hands that was only a copy 
of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in 
God’s presence. 25Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again 

and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place 
every year with blood that is not his own.



One Time. Paid in Full.
Back a second time, but for our full salvation.

Hebrews 9:26-28
26Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer many times since 

the creation of the world. But he has appeared once for all at the 
culmination of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of 

himself. 27Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to 
face judgment, 28so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the 
sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, 

but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.



Jesus serves us by exchanging his life for ours.

Mark 10:45
“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served,

but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”



Ransomed from who or what?
A recap of the storyline of Scripture



You only had ONE job!

Genesis 2:15-17
15The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of 

Eden to work it and take care of it. 16And the LORD God 
commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the 

garden; 17but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”



The Knowledge of Good and Evil

Genesis 3:4-7
4“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 
5“For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
6When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for 
food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining 

wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7Then the eyes of 

both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; 
so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for 

themselves.



Cain’s Knowledge of Good and Evil

Genesis 4:6-12
6Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your 

face downcast? 7If you do what is right, will you not be 
accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at 

your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.” 

8Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” 
While they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother

Abel and killed him. 



Cain’s Knowledge of Good and Evil

Genesis 4:6-12
9Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” 

“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

10The LORD said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s 
blood cries out to me from the ground. 11Now you are under a 
curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to 

receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12When you work 
the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be 

a restless wanderer on the earth.”



Enter the Promise!

Genesis 12:1-3
1The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country,

your people and your father’s household to the land
I will show you. 2I will make you into a great nation, and I will 

bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a 
blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses 

you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will
be blessed through you.”



The Promise backed up by a Covenant

Genesis 15:1-21
1After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision:

“Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great 
reward.”

2But Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me 
since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate 
is Eliezer of Damascus?”  3And Abram said, “You have given 

me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.”



Genesis 15:1-21
4Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be 
your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your 
heir.”  5He took him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens 
and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.”  Then he 

said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”

The Promise backed up by a Covenant



Genesis 15:1-21
4Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be 
your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your 
heir.”  5He took him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens 
and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.”  Then he 

said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”

6Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as 
righteousness.

The Promise backed up by a Covenant



Genesis 15:1-21
7He also said to him, “I am the LORD, who brought you out of 

Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to
take possession of it.”

8But Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD, how can I know that I 
will gain possession of it?”

The Promise backed up by a Covenant



Genesis 15:1-21
9So the LORD said to him, “Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, 
each three years old, along with a dove and a young pigeon.”

10Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two and arranged 
the halves opposite each other; the birds, however, he did not cut 

in half.  11Then birds of prey came down on the carcasses,
but Abram drove them away.

The Promise backed up by a Covenant





Genesis 15:1-21
12As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a 

thick and dreadful darkness came over him.  13Then the LORD
said to him, “Know for certain that your descendants will be 

strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved 
and mistreated four hundred years.  14But I will punish the 

nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out 
with great possessions.  15You, however, will go to your fathers 

in peace and be buried at a good old age.  16In the fourth 
generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of 

the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.”.”

The Promise backed up by a Covenant



Genesis 15:1-21
17When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking 

firepot with a blazing torch appeared and passed between the 
pieces.  18On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram 

and said, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river of 
Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates—19the land of the 

Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, 
21Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites.”

The Promise backed up by a Covenant



Enter the Covenant of the Law

Exodus 24:7-8
7Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the 

people. They responded, “We will do everything the LORD has 
said; we will obey.”

8Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, 
“This is the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with 

you in accordance with all these words.”



How the story all fits together

Galatians 3:8-14, 21-29
8The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by 
faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All 

nations will be blessed through you.” 9So those who have faith 
are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 



Galatians 3:8-14, 21-29
10All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is 

written: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do 
everything written in the Book of the Law.” 11Clearly no one is 

justified before God by the law, because, “The righteous will live 
by faith.” 12The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, “The man 

who does these things will live by them.” 13Christ redeemed us 
from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is 

written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.” 14He 
redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might 

come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might 
receive the promise of the Spirit...

How the story all fits together



How the story all fits together

Galatians 3:8-14, 19-29
21Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? 

Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could impart 
life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. 
22But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of 

sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in 
Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe.  23Before this 
faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until 
faith should be revealed. 24So the law was put in charge to lead 
us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. 25Now that faith 

has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law.



How the story all fits together

Galatians 3:8-14, 21-29
26You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27for all of 

you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves 
with Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, 
male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29If you 
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 

according to the promise.



So, what are we ransomed from?



So, what are we ransomed from?

The Curse of the Knowledge 
(embodiment and guilt)

of Good and Evil!



So, why doesn’t it
feel that way right now?





Ransom Paid. Awaiting Release.



Gospel Applications:

Are you tired of “doing this on your own”?

Do you long for the day of our full release?
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