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For His Glory and our joy! 
 
TEXT: 
Hebrews 9:1-15 
1Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary. 2A tabernacle 
was set up. In its first room were the lampstand and the table with its consecrated bread; this 
was called the Holy Place. 3Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place, 
4which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. This ark 
contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the 
covenant. 5Above the ark were the cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the atonement cover. 
But we cannot discuss these things in detail now. 
 
6When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered regularly into the outer room 
to carry on their ministry. 7But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a 
year, and never without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had 
committed in ignorance. 8The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most Holy 
Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was still functioning. 9This is an 
illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not 
able to clear the conscience of the worshiper. 10They are only a matter of food and drink and 
various ceremonial washings—external regulations applying until the time of the new order. 
 
11But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here, he went 
through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is to 
say, is not a part of this creation. 12He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; 
but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal 
redemption. 13The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are 
ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14How much more, then, 
will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, 
cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Message Notes: 
Introduction – “Hosanna in the highest!!” 



 
 
Review so far: 
Jesus is all that!! 
Jesus > OT Prophets 
Jesus > Angels 
Jesus’ Gospel > Old Testament Law 
Jesus = 100% Human 
Jesus = 100% God 
Jesus > the situations OT prophets wrote about 
Jesus > Moses 
Jesus’ Salvation > Moses’ Exodus 
Jesus’ Rest > Moses’ Promised Land 
Jesus > all previous priests 
Jesus > Religion 
 
 
 

Today’s Message: 
The Day Religion Died 

Hebrews 8:1-13 
 
 
Worship under the Old Covenant 
Hebrews 9:1-7 
 
 
External regulations don’t get you to God 
Doesn’t get you to a clear conscience 
Hebrews 9:8-10 
 
  Isaiah 29:13 
 
  Mark 7:5-8 
 
 
Jesus > Religious Rituals 
Hebrews 9:11-13 
 
 
The Blood of Jesus bring us to God 
The Blood of Jesus cleanses us 
Hebrews 8:7-13 
 



 
   
Regeneration 
  What is regeneration? quotes 
 
  2 Corinthains 5:17 
 
  Guy Nuve quote 
 
 
  Romans 7:14-23 
 
 
What does it mean that believers in Jesus are regenerated?  Does sin still have any effect in our 
lives? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Applications: 
Does your identity and power come from your religiosity or from your newness in Jesus Christ? 
Will you fight the rhino this Easter week? 
 
 
 
 



Scripture Passages used: 
Isaiah 29:13 
The Lord says: “These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is based on merely human rules they have 
been taught. 
 
Mark 7:5-8 
5So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your disciples live according 
to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with defiled hands?”  
6He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: “ ‘These 
people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 7They worship me in vain; their 
teachings are merely human rules.’ [Isaiah 29:13] 
8You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to human traditions.” 
 
Psalm 51 
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great 
compassion blot out my transgressions. 2Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my 
sin. 3For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 4Against you, you only, have 
I sinned and done what is evil in your sight… 
 
7Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
 
Zechariah 13:1 
“On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
to cleanse them from sin and impurity.” 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 
17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 
 
Romans 7:14-23 
14We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. 15I do not 
understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16And if I do what 
I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but 
it is sin living in me. 18I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I 
have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19For what I do is not the good I 
want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 20Now if I do what I do not 
want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.  
 

21So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22For in my 
inner being I delight in God’s law; 23but I see another law at work in the members of my body, 
waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work 
within my members. 
 
 



 
Quotes (used or referred to): 
Animals are not moral creatures; the unblemished condition of those victims offered up was 
merely external and superficial in character for the purposes of ritual symbolism; and neither by 
nature nor in any moral sense were they fitted to take the place of man who is answerable for 
his conduct and morally defiled in his conscience at the deep center of his being. By contrast, 
Christ, the incarnate Son, is a fellow human being, partaking of our own human nature (2:14), 
and therefore, as man, fully qualified to stand in for us as our substitute, and, as one without 
blemish, that is, as a man morally perfect with an undefiled conscience before God (4:15; 7:27), 
competent to offer up the completely efficacious sacrifice of his own unblemished person in 
satisfaction for our sins and for the purifying of our consciences. It is not merely superficially 
but in the very depth of his being that our Redeemer is without blemish and thus that his 
sacrifice of himself deals in a radical manner with the alienating and disintegrating effects of 
human sinfulness.1 
 
Regeneration is the act of God whereby He renews the spiritual condition of a sinner. It is a 
spiritual change brought about by the work of the Holy Spirit so that the person then possesses 
new life, eternal life. Regeneration is a change in our moral and spiritual nature where 
justification is a change in our relationship with God. Also, sanctification is the work of God in 
us to make us more like Jesus. Regeneration is the beginning of that change. It means to be 
born again. 
~ Matt Slick, founder of Christian Research & Research Ministry 
   https://carm.org/dictionary/regeneration/ 
 
When God works in us, the will, being changed and sweetly breathed upon by the Spirit of God, 
desires and acts, not from compulsion, but responsively. 
~ Martin Luther, The Bondage of the Will, Section XXV 
 
Just as in the beginning ‘God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light’ so, at the moment 
He appointed for our new birth, he said, ‘Let there be life’ and there was life. 
~ J.A. Motyer 
 
“If a rhinoceros were to enter this restaurant now, there is no denying he would have great 
power here. But I would be the first to rise and assure him that he had no authority whatever.” 
~ G. K. Chesterton, describing the difference between power and authority 
 
“But if you don’t find yourself dodging the rhino’s horn day and night in a struggle against sin, it 
may be that you’ve made peace with the rhino.  You are willingly, happily under its power and 
rule…. 

 
1 Philip Edgcumbe Hughes, A Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews, The New International 
Commentary on the Old and New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co., 1977), 357. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nicnt79heb2?ref=Bible.Heb9.13&off=6586&ctx=der+of+Melchizedek.+~Animals+are+not+mora


I appeal to you, for the sake of your soul; Run to Christ!  Only he can slay the rhino in your 
heart.” 
~Kris Lundaard, The Enemy Within: Straight Talk about the Power and Defeat of Sin, p. 34. 
 





Jesus > OT Prophets
Jesus > Angels

Jesus’ Gospel > Old Testament Law
Jesus = 100% Human & Jesus = 100% God

Jesus > the situations OT prophets wrote about
Jesus > Moses

Jesus’ Salvation > Moses’ Exodus
Jesus’ Rest > Moses’ Promised Land

Jesus > all previous priests
Jesus > Religion



There’s a New Priest in Town

Hebrews 8:1-2
1Now the main point of what we are saying is this: We do have 
such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne 
of the Majesty in heaven, 2and who serves in the sanctuary, the 
true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by a mere human being.



The Day Religion Died



Hebrews 9:1-14
1Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an 
earthly sanctuary. 2A tabernacle was set up. In its first room were 
the lampstand and the table with its consecrated bread; this was 

called the Holy Place. 3Behind the second curtain was a room 
called the Most Holy Place, 4which had the golden altar of 
incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. This ark 

contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff that had budded, 
and the stone tablets of the covenant. 5Above the ark were the 

cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the atonement cover. But 
we cannot discuss these things in detail now.



Hebrews 9:1-14
6When everything had been arranged like this, the priests 

entered regularly into the outer room to carry on their ministry. 
7But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only 

once a year, and never without blood, which he offered for 
himself and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance.



Hebrews 9:1-14
8The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most 

Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first 
tabernacle was still functioning. 9This is an illustration for the 

present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered 
were not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper. 10They are 

only a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial 
washings—external regulations applying until the

time of the new order.



Hebrews 9:1-14
11But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are 
now already here, he went through the greater and more perfect 
tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is to say, is 

not a part of this creation. 12He did not enter by means of the 
blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place 

once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. 
13The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled 

on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that 
they are outwardly clean.



Hebrews 9:1-14
14How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse 
our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may 

serve the living God!



From Religiosity to a Clean Conscience



Worship under the Old Covenant

Hebrews 9:1-7
1Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an 
earthly sanctuary. 2A tabernacle was set up. In its first room were 
the lampstand and the table with its consecrated bread; this was 

called the Holy Place. 3Behind the second curtain was a room 
called the Most Holy Place, 4which had the golden altar of 
incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. This ark 

contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff that had budded, 
and the stone tablets of the covenant. 5Above the ark were the 

cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the atonement cover. But 
we cannot discuss these things in detail now.



Worship under the Old Covenant

Hebrews 9:1-7
6When everything had been arranged like this, the priests 

entered regularly into the outer room to carry on their ministry. 
7But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only 

once a year, and never without blood, which he offered for 
himself and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance.





A diagram of the construction of the tabernacle/temple, showing the degrees of access to the Holy of Holies

~ Donald A. Hagner, Encountering the Book of Hebrews: An Exposition, ed. Walter A. Elwell, Encountering Biblical Studies (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2002), 120–121.



External regulations don’t get you to God
Don’t get you to a clear conscience

Hebrews 9:8-10
8The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most 

Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first 
tabernacle was still functioning. 9This is an illustration for the 

present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered 
were not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper. 10They are 

only a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial 
washings—external regulations applying until the

time of the new order.



Isaiah 29:13
The Lord says:

“These people come near to me with their mouth
and honor me with their lips,

but their hearts are far from me.
Their worship of me

is made up only of rules taught by men.”



Mark 7:5-8
5So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why 

don’t your disciples live according to the tradition of the elders 
instead of eating their food with defiled hands?” 

6He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you 
hypocrites; as it is written:

‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far 
from me. 7They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules 

taught by men.’ [Isaiah 29:13]
8You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to 

human traditions.”



Jesus > Religious Rituals

Hebrews 9:11-13
11But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are 
now already here, he went through the greater and more perfect 
tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is to say, is 

not a part of this creation. 12He did not enter by means of the 
blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place 

once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. 
13The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled 

on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that 
they are outwardly clean.



The Blood of Jesus bring us to God
The Blood of Jesus cleanses us

Hebrews 9:14
14How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse 
our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may 

serve the living God!



“Animals are not moral creatures; the unblemished 
condition of those victims offered up was merely 
external and superficial in character for the purposes of 
ritual symbolism; and neither by nature nor in any 
moral sense were they fitted to take the place of man 
who is answerable for his conduct and morally defiled 
in his conscience at the deep center of his being. By 
contrast, Christ, the incarnate Son, is a fellow human 
being, partaking of our own human nature (2:14), and 
therefore, as man, fully qualified to stand in for us as 
our substitute, and, as one without blemish, that is, as



“man morally perfect with an undefiled conscience 
before God (4:15; 7:27), competent to offer up the 
completely efficacious sacrifice of his own unblemished 
person in satisfaction for our sins and for the purifying 
of our consciences. It is not merely superficially but in 
the very depth of his being that our Redeemer is without 
blemish and thus that his sacrifice of himself deals in a 
radical manner with the alienating and disintegrating 
effects of human sinfulness.

~ Philip Edgcumbe Hughes, A Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews, The New International Commentary on the Old and New 
Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1977), 357.



Psalm 51
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 

according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 
2Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 3For I 

know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 
4Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in 

your sight…

7Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will 
be whiter than snow.



Zechariah 13:1
“On that day a fountain will be opened

to the house of David
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem,

to cleanse them from sin and impurity.”



Regeneration



What is Regeneration?
Regeneration is the act of God whereby He renews the 
spiritual condition of a sinner. It is a spiritual change 
brought about by the work of the Holy Spirit so that the 
person then possesses new life, eternal life. Regeneration is a 
change in our moral and spiritual nature where justification 
is a change in our relationship with God. Also, sanctification 
is the work of God in us to make us more like Jesus.
Regeneration is the beginning of that change. It means to be 
born again.
~ Matt Slick, founder of Christian Research & Research Ministry 

(https://carm.org/dictionary/regeneration/)



What is Regeneration?

“When God works in us, the will, 
being changed and sweetly 
breathed upon by the Spirit of God, 
desires and acts, not from 
compulsion, but responsively.”

~ Martin Luther, The Bondage of the 
Will, Section XXV



What is Regeneration?

“Just as in the beginning ‘God said, “Let there be light”; 
and there was light’ so, at the moment He appointed for 
our new birth, he said, ‘Let there be life’ and there was 
life.”

~ J.A. Motyer



2 Corinthians 5:17
17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,

he is a new creation;
the old has gone,

the new has come!



For Paul, reconciliation of all humanity to God is the 
primary goal within this new creation. Reconciliation to 
God results in a life consistent or congruous with the 
purpose and will of God. This means that in the new

creation self-centeredness and judgment 
based solely on external appearance no 
longer exists; instead God’s self-sacrificing 
love for those in need governs all 
perceptions and actions.

~ Guy Nave, “2 Corinthians,” in True to Our Native Land: An African 
American New Testament Commentary, ed. Brian K. Blount et al. 
(Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2007), 316.

https://ref.ly/logosres/trunatvlandblount?ref=Bible.2Co5.11-21&off=1380&ctx=nts+a+new+creation.%0a~For+Paul%2c+reconcilia


Romans 7:14-23
14We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as 

a slave to sin. 15I do not understand what I do. For what I want to 
do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16And if I do what I do not 

want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17As it is, it is no longer I 
myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 18I know that nothing 

good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the 
desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19For what I 

do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do—
this I keep on doing. 20Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is 

no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.



Romans 7:14-23
21So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right 

there with me. 22For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; 
23but I see another law at work in the members of my body, 
waging war against the law of my mind and making me a 

prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members.



Just like you always say, 
“There is no salvation 
plan for angels”, I’ve 

been thinking “There is 
no salvation plan for the 

flesh.”



OLD CREATION/
COVENANT



SOUL/SPIRIT

OLD CREATION/
COVENANT

FLESH



SOUL/SPIRIT

OLD CREATION/
COVENANT

WORLD
FLESH
DEVIL
Eph 2:1-3

FLESH



SOUL/SPIRIT

OLD CREATION/
COVENANT

WORLD
FLESH
DEVIL
Eph 2:1-3

FLESH



SOUL/SPIRIT

OLD CREATION/
COVENANT

NEW CREATION/
COVENANT

WORLD
FLESH
DEVIL
Eph 2:1-3

FLESH



SOUL/SPIRIT

OLD CREATION/
COVENANT

NEW CREATION/
COVENANT

WORLD
FLESH
DEVIL
Eph 2:1-3

FLESH

SOUL/SPIRIT

FLESH



SOUL/SPIRIT

OLD CREATION/
COVENANT

NEW CREATION/
COVENANT

WORLD
FLESH
DEVIL
Eph 2:1-3

FLESH

SOUL/SPIRIT

FLESH



Power vs Authority:

“If a rhinoceros were to enter this 
restaurant now, there is no 

denying he would have great 
power here. But I would be the 

first to rise and assure him that he 
had no authority whatever.”

~ G. K. Chesterton, describing the difference between power 
and authority



Power vs Authority:



You MUST fight!

“But if you don’t find yourself dodging the 
rhino’s horn day and night in a struggle 

against sin, it may be that you’ve made peace 
with the rhino.  You are willingly, happily 

under its power and rule….
I appeal to you, for the sake of your soul; 

Run to Christ!  Only he can slay the rhino in 
your heart.”

~Kris Lundaard, The Enemy Within: Straight Talk
about the Power and Defeat of Sin, p. 34.



From Religiosity to a Clean Conscience



Gospel Applications:

Does your identity and power come from your 
religiosity or from your newness in Jesus Christ?

Will you fight the rhino this Easter week?
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