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Believers are warned against unbelief 
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My father-in-law keeps a top 10 movie list on his person at all times. 
My favorite movies tend to follow a two types of storylines: 

1. Against all odds, I overcame. We overcame.  
2. There is a hero who overcomes on our behalf, many times at the cost of their own lives. 

 
The Four Chapter Gospel 

1. Creation 
2. Fall 
3. Redemption 
4. Restoration 

 
Scripture is a consistent retelling of these four chapters, building up to and climaxing with this 
being shared through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
In previous weeks: 
 
Hebrews 1:1–2  
1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 
2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son… 
 
Heb 3:3: Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses 
 
This week: Believers are warned against Unbelief 

Heb 3:7–19 “So, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your 
hearts as you did in the rebellion, during the time of testing in the wilderness, where your 
ancestors tested and tried me, though for forty years they saw what I did. That is why I was 
angry with that generation; I said, ‘Their hearts are always going astray, and they have not 
known my ways.’ So I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest.’ ” See to it, 
brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the 
living God. But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you 
may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our 
original conviction firmly to the very end. As has just been said: “Today, if you hear his voice, 
do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion.” Who were they who heard and rebelled? 
Were they not all those Moses led out of Egypt? And with whom was he angry for forty years? 
Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies perished in the wilderness? And to whom did 
God swear that they would never enter his rest if not to those who disobeyed? So we see that 
they were not able to enter, because of their unbelief.”  

 
The second, third, and fourth chapters of the gospel are in view here. 
 



To walk through this passage, let’s look first at verses 15-19 

vv. 15-16 – Captivity – Chapter 2 of the Gospel 

As has just been said: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the 
rebellion.” Who were they who heard and rebelled? Were they not all those Moses led out of 
Egypt?  

v. 17 – Wilderness – Chapter 3 of the Gospel 

And with whom was he angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies 
perished in the wilderness?  

vv. 18-19 – Promised Land – Chapter 4 of the Gospel 

And to whom did God swear that they would never enter his rest if not to those who disobeyed? 
So we see that they were not able to enter, because of their unbelief.”  

The author of Hebrews to his audience: You could be just like them. 

Several observations: 

The author’s audience is compared to the wilderness generation. 

“So, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did 
in the rebellion, during the time of testing in the wilderness, where your ancestors tested 
and tried me, though for forty years they saw what I did. That is why I was angry with that 
generation; I said, ‘Their hearts are always going astray, and they have not known my ways.’ So 
I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest.’ ”  

God gets angry? 

“So, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did 
in the rebellion, during the time of testing in the wilderness, where your ancestors tested and 
tried me, though for forty years they saw what I did. That is why I was angry with that 
generation; I said, ‘Their hearts are always going astray, and they have not known my ways.’ So 
I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest.’ ”  

What does this mean? Does it mean Moses didn’t enter God’s eternal rest? (hint: it does not 
mean that Moses fell short of eternity with God, rather for Moses it means he doesn’t enter the 
Promised Land. For us, it serves as a warning about maintaining belief/trust in Jesus all the way 
to the finish…to our Promised Land…to eternity with God.) 

“So, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did 
in the rebellion, during the time of testing in the wilderness, where your ancestors tested and 
tried me, though for forty years they saw what I did. That is why I was angry with that 



generation; I said, ‘Their hearts are always going astray, and they have not known my ways.’ So 
I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest.’ ”  

Hardening of heart is a secondary outcome. What comes first? That’s where the rest of our 
passage goes: Failing to hear/heed his voice, failing to encourage one another, failing to hold fast 
to our original conviction, failing to hear from the Son (recall 1:2!) 

“So, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you 
did in the rebellion, during the time of testing in the wilderness, where your ancestors tested and 
tried me, though for forty years they saw what I did. That is why I was angry with that 
generation; I said, ‘Their hearts are always going astray, and they have not known my 
ways.’ So I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest.’ ”  

God speaks. The Holy Spirit speaks! Today. Here. Now. To us. Are we hearing him this 
morning? 

“So, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you 
did in the rebellion, during the time of testing in the wilderness, where your ancestors tested and 
tried me, though for forty years they saw what I did. That is why I was angry with that 
generation; I said, ‘Their hearts are always going astray, and they have not known my ways.’ So 
I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest.’ ”  

PHYSICAL realities point to SPIRITUAL realties: 
• Captivity in Egypt points to captivity to sin 
• Wilderness points to life in Christ (Does this strike you as odd? It shouldn’t. But many 

times we want to experience life in Christ as more similar to the Promised Land than the 
Wilderness. BUT, unlike those long ago, may our trust in Jesus INCREASE amidst these 
trials of life!) 

• Promised Land point to Eternity with God 

Hebrews 3:12-14 

“See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away 
from the living God.  

“YIBAMBE!” 

But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you may be 
hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.  

“WAKANDA FOREVER!” – CHRIST FOREVER! 

We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original conviction firmly to the very 
end. 
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Believers are warned against Unbelief



Hebrews 3:7–19
7 So, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you hear his 
voice, 8 do not harden your hearts as you did in the 

rebellion, during the time of testing in the 
wilderness, 9 where your ancestors tested and tried 
me, though for forty years they saw what I did. 10

That is why I was angry with that generation; I 
said, ‘Their hearts are always going astray, and 

they have not known my ways.’ 11 So I declared on 
oath in my anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest.’”



Hebrews 3:7–19
12 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you 
has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away 

from the living God. 13 But encourage one another 
daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none 
of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 14

We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold 
our original conviction firmly to the very end. 



Hebrews 3:7–19
15 As has just been said: “Today, if you hear his voice, 

do not harden your hearts as you did in the 
rebellion.” 16 Who were they who heard and 

rebelled? Were they not all those Moses led out of 
Egypt? 17 And with whom was he angry for forty 
years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose 

bodies perished in the wilderness? 18 And to whom 
did God swear that they would never enter his rest if 

not to those who disobeyed? 19 So we see that they 
were not able to enter, because of their unbelief.





Hebrews 3:15-16
15 As has just been said: “Today, if you hear his voice, 

do not harden your hearts as you did in the 
rebellion.” 16 Who were they who heard and 

rebelled? Were they not all those Moses led out of 
Egypt? 



Hebrews 3:17
17 And with whom was he angry for forty years? Was 
it not with those who sinned, whose bodies perished 

in the wilderness? 



Hebrews 3:18–19
18 And to whom did God swear that they would 

never enter his rest if not to those who disobeyed? 19
So we see that they were not able to enter, because of 

their unbelief.
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“You could be just like them.”



Hebrews 3:7–11
7 So, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you hear his 
voice, 8 do not harden your hearts as you did in the 

rebellion, during the time of testing in the 
wilderness, 9 where your ancestors tested and tried 
me, though for forty years they saw what I did. 10

That is why I was angry with that generation; I 
said, ‘Their hearts are always going astray, and 

they have not known my ways.’ 11 So I declared on 
oath in my anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest.’”
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Hebrews 3:12
12 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you 
has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away 

from the living God. 13 But encourage one another 
daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none 
of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 14

We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold 
our original conviction firmly to the very end. 
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Physical realities point to spiritual realities



Hebrews 3:12
12 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you 
has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away 

from the living God. 13 But encourage one another 
daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none 
of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 14

We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold 
our original conviction firmly to the very end. 
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