
Jesus is Greater: A study of Hebrews 
Week Five 

Greater than Moses 
Hebrews 3:1-6 

January 31st, 2021 
For His Glory and our joy! 

 
TEXT: 
Hebrews 3:1-6 
1Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on 
Jesus, whom we acknowledge as our apostle and high priest. 2He was faithful to the one who 
appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house. 3Jesus has been found worthy of 
greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house 
itself. 4For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything. 5“Moses was 
faithful as a servant in all God’s house,” bearing witness to what would be spoken by God in the 
future. 6But Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are his house, if indeed we 
hold firmly to our confidence and the hope in which we glory. 
 
 
Message Notes: 
A little levity about mittens… 
 
 
Introduction – “Who’s the G.O.A.T.?” 
 
 
Review of Hebrews 1-2 
Jesus is all that!! 
Jesus > OT Prophets 
Jesus > Angels 
Jesus’ Gospel > Old Testament Law 
Jesus = 100% Human 
Jesus = 100% God 
Jesus > the situations OT prophets wrote about  
 
 

Today’s Message: 
Jesus > Moses 
Hebrews 3:1-6 

 
Consider Jesus 
Hebrews 3:1a 
 
 



Whom we confess as apostle and high priest 
Hebrews 3:1b 
  Apostle 
     John 3:16-19 
 
     John 20:21 
 
  High Priest 
  Hebrews 10:11-14 
 
 
Jesus compared to Moses 
Hebrews 3:2 
 
 
 
Jesus > Moses 
  Greater Honor 
  Hebrews 3:3a 
 
     Deuteronomy 34:5-8, 10-12 
 
 
  Builder is greater than building 
  Hebrews 3:3b-4 
 
 
  Moses faithful as servant 
  Hebrews 3:5 
 
     Numbers 12:4-8 
 
 
  Jesus faithful as Son 
  Hebrews 3:6a 
 
 
  Jesus Over (not in) God’s house and we are that house 
  Hebrews 3:6b 
 
 
  Therefore, we hold fast 
  Hebrews 3:6c 
 



Gospel Application – How will you this week consider Jesus with regard to: 
COVID 
POLITICAL DIVISIVENESS 
ISOLATION 
SELFISHNESS 

 
 
 
Scripture Passages (unless otherwise noted, from the NIV) 
John 3:16-19 
16For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the 
name of God’s one and only Son. 
 
John 20:21: 
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 
 
Hebrews 10:11-14 
11Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers 
the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12But when this priest had offered for all 
time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13and since that time he waits 
for his enemies to be made his footstool. 14For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever 
those who are being made holy. 
 
Numbers 12:4-8 
4 At once the LORD said to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, “Come out to the tent of meeting, all three 
of you.” So the three of them went out. 5 Then the LORD came down in a pillar of cloud; he stood 
at the entrance to the tent and summoned Aaron and Miriam. When the two of them stepped 
forward, 6 he said, “Listen to my words:  

“When there is a prophet among you, I, the LORD, reveal myself to them in visions, I speak to 
them in dreams. 7 But this is not true of my servant Moses; he is faithful in all my house. 8 With 
him I speak face to face, clearly and not in riddles; he sees the form of the LORD. Why then were 
you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?” 
 
Deuteronomy 34:5-8, 10-12 
5 And Moses the servant of the LORD died there in Moab, as the LORD had said. 6 He buried him in 
Moab, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but to this day no one knows where his grave is. 7 Moses 
was a hundred and twenty years old when he died, yet his eyes were not weak nor his strength 
gone. 8 The Israelites grieved for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days, until the time of 
weeping and mourning was over…10 Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom 
the LORD knew face to face, 11 who did all those signs and wonders the LORD sent him to do in 



Egypt—to Pharaoh and to all his officials and to his whole land. 12 For no one has ever shown the 
mighty power or performed the awesome deeds that Moses did in the sight of all Israel. 
 
 
Quotes: 
Whenever “high priest” occurs in Hebrews, the Day of Atonement stands in the background. 
Jewish sources indicate that the high priest was regarded as the fully accredited representative 

 .of God before the people on that solemn day (b. Qidd. 23b; Ned. 35b; Yoma 19a–b) (ׁשליח)

The translation of ׁשליח into Greek would be ἀπόστολος.1 
 
Hence in 11:23–28 Moses will be included among the heroes and heroines of the past who have 
been driven forward by their faith in God’s future. They had not themselves received that 
inheritance, but Moses, like them, “looked to the reward” (11:26) that lay ahead and that was 
to culminate in Christ (12:2). He was privileged to be granted a vision of the Christ who was to 
come (11:26–7). The way the author of Hebrews treats the figure of Moses both in chapters 3 
and 11 epitomizes the way he approaches scripture. Both are faithful and trustworthy 
witnesses to Jesus. Both, however, are subject to him, since he is the subject of their 
revelation.2 
 
To all Jews, Moses was simply the greatest. According to one early tradition, Moses was 
superior to the angels, having higher rank and privilege than the ministering angels. 3 
 
In both respects Jesus has proved himself faithful—a faithful high priest (cf. 2:17) and a faithful 
envoy. The faithfulness of an envoy consists in his loyal discharging of the commission with 
which he has been entrusted; and such faithfulness was manifested preeminently in the Sent 
One of God, who glorified his Father on earth by finishing the work which he had given him to 
do (cf. John 17:4). The combining of the two roles of divine envoy and priest in one person is 
not common in the Old Testament; it appears only in a few outstanding characters, among 
whom Moses occupies a special place. That Moses was an apostle of God to his people does not 
call for demonstration; it is equally true that he was his people’s most effective intercessor with 
God. It was his brother Aaron, and not he, who was high priest of Israel as far as title and 
investiture were concerned; but it was Moses, and not Aaron, who was Israel’s true advocate 
with God. After the idolatrous festival in honor of the golden calf, in which Aaron himself was 
implicated, it was Moses whose prevailing plea procured pardon for his guilty people (Ex. 

 
1 William L. Lane, Hebrews 1–8, vol. 47A, Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas: Word, 
Incorporated, 1991), 75. 
2 Marie E. Isaacs, Reading Hebrews and James: A Literary and Theological Commentary, Reading 
the New Testament Series (Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwys Publishing, 2002), 54. 
3 R. Kent Hughes, Hebrews: An Anchor for the Soul, vol. 1, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: 
Crossway Books, 1993), 91. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/wbc47a?ref=Bible.Heb3.1-2&off=3671&ctx=ted+as+follows:%0a(1)+~Whenever+%E2%80%9Chigh+pries
https://ref.ly/logosres/read79heb?ref=Bible.Heb3.4-6&off=1337&ctx=ken+later%E2%80%9D+(v.+5b).%0a~Hence+in+11:23%E2%80%9328+Mo
https://ref.ly/logosres/prwdhebr?ref=Bible.Heb3.1-6&off=5907&ctx=Israel.+(%EF%BB%BF34:10%E2%80%9312)%0a~To+all+Jews%2c+Moses+w


32:11–14, 31f.), as it did on a later occasion when the unfavorable report of the spies caused a 
rebellion in the camp and a resolution to return to Egypt (Num. 14:13–19).4 
 
The sphere of Moses’ ministry was “in all of God’s house,” meaning that his authority and 
leadership extended over all God’s people at that time. He, however, was a part of that house 
as a servant rather than an heir. The purpose of his role was to point to later revelation, 
anticipating the fullness of God’s revelation in the Son. Christ, on the other hand, was “over 
God’s house,” not in it. Servants have an obligation to faithfulness, but sons have a special, 
vested interest in and authority over the house. Jesus displayed a filial kind of faithfulness as 
the Lord and founder of his house, the new covenant people of God.5 

 
4 F. F. Bruce, The Epistle to the Hebrews, Rev. ed., The New International Commentary on the 
New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1990), 91–92. 
5 George Guthrie, Hebrews, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan 
Publishing House, 1998), 128. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nicnt79heb?ref=Bible.Heb3.2&off=2&ctx=+response+to+God.%0a2+~In+both+respects+Jes
https://ref.ly/logosres/nivac79heb?ref=Bible.Heb3.1-6&off=6526&ctx=a+son%E2%80%9D+(o%CC%84s+huios).+~The+sphere+of+Moses%E2%80%99


































Jesus > OT Prophets
Jesus > Angels

Jesus’ Gospel > Old Testament Law
Jesus = 100% Human

Jesus = 100% God
Jesus > the situations OT prophets wrote about 



Hebrews 3:1-6
1Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly 
calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, whom we acknowledge as 
our apostle and high priest. 2He was faithful to the one who 
appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house. 

3Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just 
as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself.

4For every house is built by someone, but God
is the builder of everything. 



Hebrews 3:1-6
5“Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house,” bearing 
witness to what would be spoken by God in the future. 6But 

Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are his 
house, if indeed we hold firmly to our confidence and the hope 

in which we glory.



Jesus is greater than Moses



Consider Jesus

Hebrews 3:1a
1Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly 
calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, whom we acknowledge as 
our apostle and high priest. 2He was faithful to the one who 
appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house. 

3Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just 
as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself.

4For every house is built by someone, but God
is the builder of everything. 



Whom we confess as apostle and high priest

Hebrews 3:1b
1Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly 
calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, whom we acknowledge as 
our apostle and high priest. 2He was faithful to the one who 
appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house. 

3Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just 
as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself.

4For every house is built by someone, but God
is the builder of everything. 



Apostle



Apostle

John 3:16-19
16For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 

the world, but to save the world through him. 18Whoever 
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 
stands condemned already because they have not believed in the 

name of God’s one and only Son.



Apostle

John 20:21:
21Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you!

As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”



High Priest



High Priest

Hebrews 10:11-14
11Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious 

duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can 
never take away sins. 12But when this priest had offered for all 

time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 
13and since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his 

footstool. 14For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those 
who are being made holy.



Jesus compared to Moses

Hebrews 3:2
1Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly 
calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, whom we acknowledge as 
our apostle and high priest. 2He was faithful to the one who 
appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house. 

3Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just 
as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself.

4For every house is built by someone, but God
is the builder of everything. 



“In both respects Jesus has proved himself faithful—a faithful 
high priest (cf. 2:17) and a faithful envoy. The faithfulness of an 
envoy consists in his loyal discharging of the commission with 
which he has been entrusted; and such faithfulness was 
manifested preeminently in the Sent One of God, who glorified 
his Father on earth by finishing the work which he had given

him to do (cf. John 17:4). The combining of the two 
roles of divine envoy and priest in one person is 
not common in the Old Testament; it appears only 
in a few outstanding characters, among whom 
Moses occupies a special place. That Moses was an 
apostle of God to his people does not call for 
demonstration; it is equally true that he was his



“people’s most effective intercessor with God. It was his brother 
Aaron, and not he, who was high priest of Israel as far as title 
and investiture were concerned; but it was Moses, and not 
Aaron, who was Israel’s true advocate with God. After the 
idolatrous festival in honor of the golden calf, in which Aaron 
himself was implicated, it was Moses whose prevailing plea

procured pardon for his guilty people (Ex. 32:11–
14, 31f.), as it did on a later occasion when the 
unfavorable report of the spies caused a rebellion 
in the camp and a resolution to return to Egypt 
(Num. 14:13–19).
~ F. F. Bruce, The Epistle to the Hebrews, Rev. ed., The New International Commentary    

on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1990), 
91-92.



Jesus > Moses
Greater honor

Hebrews 3:3a
1Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly 
calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, whom we acknowledge as 
our apostle and high priest. 2He was faithful to the one who 
appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house. 

3Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just 
as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself.

4For every house is built by someone, but God
is the builder of everything. 



Deuteronomy 34:5-8, 10-12
5And Moses the servant of the LORD died there in Moab, as the 
LORD had said. 6He buried him in Moab, in the valley opposite 

Beth Peor, but to this day no one knows where his grave is. 
7Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died, yet 

his eyes were not weak nor his strength gone. 8The Israelites 
grieved for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days, until the time 

of weeping and mourning was over…10Since then, no prophet 
has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, 
11who did all those signs and wonders the LORD sent him to do in 
Egypt—to Pharaoh and to all his officials and to his whole land. 
12For no one has ever shown the mighty power or performed the 

awesome deeds that Moses did in the sight of all Israel.



“To all Jews, Moses was simply the greatest. 
According to one early tradition, Moses was 
superior to the angels, having higher rank and 
privilege than the ministering angels.

~ R. Kent Hughes, Hebrews: An Anchor for the Soul, vol. 1, Preaching the Wor
(Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1993), 91.

https://ref.ly/logosres/prwdhebr?ref=Bible.Heb3.1-6&off=5907&ctx=Israel.+(%EF%BB%BF34:10%E2%80%9312)%0a~To+all+Jews%2c+Moses+w


Jesus > Moses
Builder greater honor than house

Hebrews 3:3b-4
1Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly 
calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, whom we acknowledge as 
our apostle and high priest. 2He was faithful to the one who 
appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house. 

3Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just 
as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself.

4For every house is built by someone, but God
is the builder of everything. 







Jesus > Moses
Moses was faithful as servant

Hebrews 3:5
5“Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house,” bearing 
witness to what would be spoken by God in the future. 6But 

Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are his 
house, if indeed we hold firmly to our confidence and the hope 

in which we glory.



Numbers 12:4-8
4At once the LORD said to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, “Come out 

to the tent of meeting, all three of you.” So the three of them went 
out. 5Then the LORD came down in a pillar of cloud; he stood at 

the entrance to the tent and summoned Aaron and Miriam. When 
the two of them stepped forward, 6he said, “Listen to my words: 
“When there is a prophet among you, I, the LORD, reveal myself 

to them in visions, I speak to them in dreams. 7But this is not true 
of my servant Moses; he is faithful in all my house. 8With him I 
speak face to face, clearly and not in riddles; he sees the form of 

the LORD. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my 
servant Moses?”



“Hence in 11:23–28 Moses will be included among the heroes 
and heroines of the past who have been driven forward by their 
faith in God’s future. They had not themselves received that 
inheritance, but Moses, like them, “looked to the reward” 
(11:26) that lay ahead and that was to culminate in Christ (12:2). 
He was privileged to be granted a vision of the Christ who was 
to come (11:26–7). The way the author of Hebrews
treats the figure of Moses both in chapters 3 and 11
epitomizes the way he approaches scripture. Both
are faithful and trustworthy witnesses to Jesus.
Both, however, are subject to him, since he is the
subject of their revelation.
~ Marie E. Isaacs, Reading Hebrews and James: A Literary and TheologicalCommentary, Reading the

New Testament Series (Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwys Publishing, 2002), 54.



Jesus > Moses
Christ is faithful as Son

Hebrews 3:6a
5“Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house,” bearing 
witness to what would be spoken by God in the future. 6But 

Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are his 
house, if indeed we hold firmly to our confidence and the hope 

in which we glory.



Jesus > Moses
Christ is “over” (not in) God’s house, which is us

Hebrews 3:6b
4For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of 

everything. 5“Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house,” 
bearing witness to what would be spoken by God in the future. 
6But Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are 
his house, if indeed we hold firmly to our confidence and the 

hope in which we glory.





Jesus > Moses
Therefore, we hold fast

Hebrews 3:6c
4For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of 

everything. 5“Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house,” 
bearing witness to what would be spoken by God in the future. 
6But Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are 
his house, if indeed we hold firmly to our confidence and the 

hope in which we glory.













Gospel Application:

This week, how will you ‘hold fast’ to Jesus,
our apostle and high priest?
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