
Jesus is Greater: A study of Hebrews 
Week Three 

Anchored to Jesus 
Hebrews 2:1-9 

January 17th, 2021 
For His Glory and our joy! 

 
 
 
Message Notes: 
Prayer for our Nation 
 
Introduction – “How important are anchors?” 
 
Review of Hebrews 1 
  Jesus is Greater (1:1-4) 
  Angels are higher ranking than humanity, but not Christ! (1:5-14) 
 

Today’s Message: 
Anchored to Jesus 

Hebrews 2:1-9 
 
Don’t Drift Away! 
Hebrews 2:1 
 

Three big “winds” that cause us to drift today: 
Fear 
Discouragement 
Self-Righteousness 

 
This is Serious Stuff! 
Hebrews 2:2-4 
1. Gospel is more serious than the Law 

 
2. Jesus > Angels 

 
3. Announced by Jesus 

 
4. Confirmed by Disciples 

 
5. Confirmed by marvelous works 

 
6. Holy Spirit confirms by gifting believers 

 



 
  Biblical Storyline 
    Creation – Fall – Redemption – Restoration 
 
  Christmas Present analogy 
    Present – Promise to Abraham 
    Box – Old Covenant “Do this and you will live.” 
    Gift – Jesus fulfills the Law FOR us!! 
 
 
Angels are not the ones in charge here 
Hebrews 2:5-8 
 
 
Who is large and in charge? 
Hebrews 2:9 
 
 
Gospel Application - With all the craziness of the world, will you anchor yourself in Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scripture Passages (unless otherwise noted, from the NIV) 
John 12:20-21 (KJV) 
20And there were certain Greeks among them that came up to worship at the feast: 21 The same 
came therefore to Philip, which was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, saying, Sir, we 
would see Jesus. 
 
Hebrews 1:1-4 
1In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various 
ways, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, and through whom also he made the universe. 3The Son is the radiance of God’s glory 
and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he 
had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4So 
he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs. 
 
Hebrews 1:5–14 
5For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have become your 
Father”? Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? 6And again, when God brings 



his firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 7In speaking of the 
angels he says, “He makes his angels spirits, and his servants flames of fire.” 8But about the Son 
he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a scepter of justice will be the scepter 
of your kingdom. 9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your 
God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.” 10He also says, 
“In the beginning, Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of 
your hands. 11They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. 12You will 
roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be changed. But you remain the same, and 
your years will never end.” 13To which of the angels did God ever say, “Sit at my right hand until 
I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”? 14Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to 
serve those who will inherit salvation? 
 
 
Psalm 8 
For the director of music. According to gittith. A psalm of David.  
1O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory above the 
heavens.  
2From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise because of your enemies, to 
silence the foe and the avenger.  
3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you 
have set in place, 4what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for 
him?  
5You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor.  
6You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet:  
7all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field, 8the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all 
that swim the paths of the seas.  
9O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 
 
Quotes: 
My dad pointed out to me something that Charles Spurgeon pointed out to him. In the four 
Gospel accounts given to us in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—eighty-nine chapters of biblical 
text—there’s only one place where Jesus tells us about his own heart. 
We learn much in the four Gospels about Christ’s teaching. We read of his birth, his ministry, 
and his disciples. We are told of his travels and prayer habits. We find lengthy speeches and 
repeated objections by his hearers, prompting further teaching. We learn of the way he 
understood himself to fulfill the whole Old Testament. And we learn in all four accounts of his 
unjust arrest and shameful death and astonishing resurrection. Consider the thousands of 
pages that have been written by theologians over the past two thousand years on all these 
things. 
But in only one place—perhaps the most wonderful words ever uttered by human lips—do we 
hear Jesus himself open up to us his very heart: 
 



Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. (Matt. 11:28–30) 
 
In the one place in the Bible where the Son of God pulls back the veil and lets us peer way down 
into the core of who he is, we are not told that he is “austere and demanding in heart.” We are 
not told that he is “exalted and dignified in heart.” We are not even told that he is “joyful and 
generous in heart.” Letting Jesus set the terms, his surprising claim is that he is “gentle and 
lowly in heart…” 
“Gentle and lowly.” This, according to his own testimony, is Christ’s very heart. This is who he 
is. Tender. Open. Welcoming. Accommodating. Understanding. Willing. If we are asked to say 
only one thing about who Jesus is, we would be honoring Jesus’s own teaching if our answer is, 
gentle and lowly. If Jesus hosted his own personal website, the most prominent line of the 
“About Me” dropdown would read: GENTLE AND LOWLY IN HEART. 
~ Dane C. Ortlund, Gentle and Lowly (pp. 17-18, 20). Crossway Books. Kindle Edition. 
 
Ps 8 is an expression of astonishment reflecting upon humankind’s creatureliness before God. 
Remembered and cared for by the Lord, created a little less than a heavenly being, crowned 
with glory and honor, human beings had been given the status of creature-sovereign with 
responsibility for the ordering of the creation for God (Oberholzer, “What Is Man …?” 147). The 
description corresponds to the divine intention expressed in Gen 1:26–28. Created in God’s 
image, humans were entrusted with the cultural mandate to subdue the earth and to put 
everything in subjection to themselves. That goal had been frustrated by sin and death, but the 
sense of wonder expressed by the psalmist indicates that it had not been forgotten. The recital 
and celebration of the divine intention awakened the expectation that all that had been placed 
under human dominion at the time of the creation would yet be subject to humanity in the 
world to come (cf. Kistemaker, Psalm Citations, 103–4). 
~ William L. Lane, Hebrews 1–8, vol. 47A, Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas: Word, 
Incorporated, 1991), 46. 
 
8b 
Our author, however, applies these words not to the first Adam but to Christ as the last Adam, 
the head of the new creation and ruler of the world to come. Here is probably a tacit 
identification of “the son of man” in Ps. 8:4 with the “one like a son of man” in Dan. 7:13, who 
receives from the Ancient of Days “an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away”… God’s 
man as the fulfiller of God’s purpose meets us in the Old Testament; he is “the man of thy right 
hand, … the son of man whom thou madest strong for thyself” for whose triumph another 
psalmist prays to God (Ps. 80:17). When one person fails in the accomplishment of the divine 
purpose (as, in some degree, all did in Old Testament times), God raises up another to take his 
place. But who could take the place of Adam? Only one who was capable of undoing the effects 
of Adam’s fall and thus ushering in a new world-order. 
~ F. F. Bruce, The Epistle to the Hebrews, Rev. ed., The New International Commentary on the 
New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1990), 72–73. 



PRAYER 
FOR 
COUNTRY!!



“My dad pointed out to me something that Charles 
Spurgeon pointed out to him. In the four Gospel accounts 
given to us in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—eighty-
nine chapters of biblical text—there’s only one place where 
Jesus tells us about his own heart. 

We learn much in the four Gospels about 
Christ’s teaching. We read of his birth, his 
ministry, and his disciples. We are told of 
his travels and prayer habits. We find 
lengthy speeches and repeated objections by 
his hearers, prompting further teaching. 



“We learn of the way he understood himself to fulfill the 
whole Old Testament. And we learn in all accounts of his 
unjust arrest and shameful death and astonishing 
resurrection. Consider the thousands of pages that have 
been written by theologians over the past two thousand 

years on all these things. 

But in only one place—perhaps the most 
wonderful words ever uttered by human 
lips—do we hear Jesus himself open up to 
us his very heart:



“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart

and you will find rest for your souls. 
For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light.

(Matt. 11:28–30) 



“In the one place in the Bible where the Son of God 
pulls back the veil and lets us peer way down into the 
core of who he is, we are not told that he is “austere

and demanding in heart.” We are not told 
that he is “exalted and dignified in 
heart.” We are not even told that he is 
“joyful and generous in heart.” Letting 
Jesus set the terms, his surprising claim is 
that he is “gentle and lowly in heart…”



““Gentle and lowly.” This, according to his own testimony, 
is Christ’s very heart. This is who he is. Tender. Open. 
Welcoming. Accommodating. Understanding. Willing. If 
we are asked to say only one thing about who Jesus is, we 
would be honoring Jesus’s own teaching if our answer is, 

gentle and lowly. If Jesus hosted his own 
personal website, the most prominent line of 
the “About Me” dropdown would read: 
GENTLE AND LOWLY IN HEART.

~ Dane C. Ortlund, Gentle and Lowly (pp. 17-18, 20). Crossway Books. 
Kindle Edition.













Hebrews 1:1-4
1In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the 

prophets at many times and in various ways, 2but in these 
last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 

appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he 
made the universe. 3The Son is the radiance of God’s glory 

and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all 
things by his powerful word. After he had provided 

purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty in heaven. 4So he became as much superior to the 
angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs.



Hebrews 1:5–14
5For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my

Son; today I have become your Father”? Or again, “I will be
his Father, and he will be my Son”? 6And again, when God
brings his firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s
angels worship him.” 7In speaking of the angels he says, 
“He makes his angels spirits, and his servants flames of 

fire.” 8But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will 
last for ever and ever; a scepter of justice will be the scepter 
of your kingdom. 9You have loved righteousness and hated

wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above



Hebrews 1:5–14
your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.” 10He
also says, “In the beginning, Lord, you laid the foundations
of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. 
11They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out 
like a garment. 12You will roll them up like a robe; like a 
garment they will be changed. But you remain the same, 
and your years will never end.” 13To which of the angels 
did God ever say, “Sit at my right hand until I make your 

enemies a footstool for your feet”? 14Are not all angels 
ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit 

salvation?



Hebrews 2:1-9
1We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have 
heard, so that we do not drift away. 2For if the message spoken 
by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience 

received its just punishment, 3how shall we escape if we ignore 
such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first 

announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard 
him. 4God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various 

miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed
according to his will.



Hebrews 2:1-9
5It is not to angels that he has subjected the world to come, about 

which we are speaking. 6 But there is a place where
someone has testified: 

“What is man that you are mindful of him, 
the son of man that you care for him? 

7You made him a little lower than the angels; 
you crowned him with glory and honor 

8and put everything under his feet.”



Hebrews 2:1-9
In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not 

subject to him. Yet at present we do not see everything subject to 
him. 9But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 

angels, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered 
death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for 

everyone.



Today’s Message:
Anchored to Jesus
Hebrews 2:1-9



Don’t Drift Away!!

Hebrews 2:1
1We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have 
heard, so that we do not drift away. 2For if the message spoken 
by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience 

received its just punishment, 3how shall we escape if we ignore 
such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first 

announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard 
him. 4God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various 

miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed
according to his will.



Three big “winds” that drift us today:



Three big “winds” that drift us today:

Fear



Three big “winds” that drift us today:

Fear

Discouragement



Three big “winds” that drift us today:

Fear

Discouragement

Self-righteousness



This is serious stuff!!

Hebrews 2:2-4
1We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have 
heard, so that we do not drift away. 2For if the message spoken 
by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience 

received its just punishment, 3how shall we escape if we ignore 
such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first 

announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard 
him. 4God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various 

miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed
according to his will.



This is serious stuff!!
1. Gospel is more serious than the Law!

Hebrews 2:2-3a
1We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have 
heard, so that we do not drift away. 2For if the message spoken 
by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience 

received its just punishment, 3how shall we escape if we ignore 
such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first 

announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard 
him. 4God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various 

miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed
according to his will.



This is serious stuff!!
2. Jesus > Angels
Hebrews 2:2a and 3b

1We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have 
heard, so that we do not drift away. 2For if the message spoken 
by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience 

received its just punishment, 3how shall we escape if we ignore 
such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first 

announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard 
him. 4God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various 

miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed
according to his will.



This is serious stuff!!
3. Announced by Jesus

Hebrews 2:1-9
1We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have 
heard, so that we do not drift away. 2For if the message spoken 
by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience 

received its just punishment, 3how shall we escape if we ignore 
such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first 

announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard 
him. 4God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various 

miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed
according to his will.



This is serious stuff!!
4. Confirmed by Disciples

Hebrews 2:3c
1We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have 
heard, so that we do not drift away. 2For if the message spoken 
by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience 

received its just punishment, 3how shall we escape if we ignore 
such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first 

announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard 
him. 4God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various 

miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed
according to his will.



This is serious stuff!!
5. God confirms by marvelous works

Hebrews 2:4a
1We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have 
heard, so that we do not drift away. 2For if the message spoken 
by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience 

received its just punishment, 3how shall we escape if we ignore 
such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first 

announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard 
him. 4God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various 

miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed
according to his will.



This is serious stuff!!
6. Holy Spirit confirms by gifting believers

Hebrews 2:4b
1We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have 
heard, so that we do not drift away. 2For if the message spoken 
by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience 

received its just punishment, 3how shall we escape if we ignore 
such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first 

announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard 
him. 4God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various 

miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed
according to his will.



Creation
Fall
Redemption
Restoration





Present = Promise given to Abraham



Present = Promise given to Abraham

Box = Old Covenant – “Do this and you will live”



Present = Promise given to Abraham

Box = Old Covenant – “Do this and you will live”

Gift = Jesus fulfills the Law FOR us!



Angels are not the ones in charge here
Hebrews 2:5-8

5It is not to angels that he has subjected the world to come, about 
which we are speaking. 6 But there is a place where

someone has testified: 

“What is man that you are mindful of him, 
the son of man that you care for him? 

7You made him a little lower than the angels; 
you crowned him with glory and honor 

8and put everything under his feet.”



Psalm 8
For the director of music. According to gittith.

A psalm of David. 

1O LORD, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens. 
2From the lips of children and infants you have 

ordained praise because of your enemies, to silence the 
foe and the avenger.



Psalm 8
3When I consider your heavens, the work of your 

fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in 
place, 4what is man that you are mindful of him, the 
son of man that you care for him?  5You made him a 

little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him 
with glory and honor.  6You made him ruler over the 
works of your hands; you put everything under his 
feet: 7all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field, 
8the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all that 

swim the paths of the seas.



Psalm 8
9O LORD, our Lord,

how majestic is your name in all the earth!



“Ps 8 is an expression of astonishment reflecting upon human-
kind’s creatureliness before God. Remembered and cared for by 
the Lord, created a little less than a heavenly being, crowned 
with glory and honor, human beings had been given the status 
of creature-sovereign with responsibility for the ordering of the 
creation for God. The description corresponds to the divine 
intention expressed in Gen 1:26–28. Created in God’s image, 
humans were entrusted with the cultural mandate to subdue the 
earth and to put everything in subjection to themselves. That 
goal had been frustrated by sin and death, but the sense of 
wonder expressed by the psalmist indicates that it had not been 
forgotten. 
~ William L. Lane, Hebrews 1–8, vol. 47A, Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 1991), 46.

https://ref.ly/logosres/wbc47a?ref=Bible.Heb2.6-8a&off=696&ctx=he+has+been+saying.%0a~Ps+8+is+an+expressio


Wait a minute…  What is Psalm 8 about?
Hebrews 2:8b

In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not 
subject to him. Yet at present we do not see everything subject to 

him. 9But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 
angels, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered 

death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for 
everyone.



Who is really large and in charge?
Hebrews 2:1-9

In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not 
subject to him. Yet at present we do not see everything subject to 

him. 9But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 
angels, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered 

death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for 
everyone.



“Our author, however, applies these words not to the 
first Adam but to Christ as the last Adam, the head of 
the new creation and ruler of the world to come. Here is 
probably a tacit identification of “the son of man” in Ps. 
8:4 with the “one like a son of man” in Dan. 7:13, who 

receives from the Ancient of Days “an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 
away”… God’s man as the fulfiller of God’s 
purpose meets us in the Old Testament; he 
is “the man of thy right hand, … the son of 
man whom thou madest strong for thyself



“for whose triumph another psalmist prays to God (Ps. 
80:17). When one person fails in the accomplishment of 
the divine purpose (as, in some degree, all did in Old 
Testament times), God raises up another to take his 
place. But who could take the place of Adam? Only one 

who was capable of undoing the effects of 
Adam’s fall and thus ushering in a new 
world-order.

~ F. F. Bruce, The Epistle to the Hebrews, Rev. ed., The New International 
Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co., 1990), 72–73.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nicnt79heb?ref=Bible.Heb2.6-8&off=1209&ctx=es+on+the+earth.%E2%80%9D%EF%BB%BF25~%EF%BB%BF+Our+author%2c+howeve








The Solid Rock
My hope is built on nothing less

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name

On Christ the solid Rock I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand;
All other ground is sinking sand.

Words: Edward Mote 1834 CCLI #1181771



When darkness veils his lovely face,
I rest on his unchanging grace;
In every high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil

On Christ the solid Rock I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand;
All other ground is sinking sand.



His oath, his covenant,  his blood
Support me in the whelming flood

When all around my soul gives way
He then is all my hope and stay.

On Christ the solid Rock I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand;
All other ground is sinking sand.



When he shall come with trumpet sound,
O may I then in him be found,

Dressed in his righteousness alone
Faultless to stand before the throne.

On Christ the solid Rock I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand;

All other ground is sinking sand.





“Go on, Preacher: we 
can see Jesus in the 

darkness.



Gospel Application:

With all the craziness of the world,
will you anchor yourself in Jesus?
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