
Carols of Christmas 
Week Two 

“O Come All Ye Faithful 
December 20th, 2020 

For His Glory and our joy! 
 
Message Notes: 
Introduction – “Favorite Christmas Special?” 
 
Clausometer – Christmas Spirit: where does it come from? 
 
 

This week’s message: 
O Come All Ye Faithful 

Luke 2:1-19 
 
 

Why do we always use Luke at Christmas time? 
 
Malachi 4:2 
The dawn is coming 
 
The Background of Jesus’ birth 
Luke 2:1-3 
 
 
The Journey 
Luke 2:4-5 
 
 
The Birth of the Savior of the World 
Luke 2:6-7 
 
 
The First Responders 

Let’s meet the shepherds 
Luke 2:8-12 
 
Let’s meet the partying angels 
Luke 2:13-14 
 
Let’s Go!! 
Luke 2:15 

 



Mary’s response to all this 
Ponder and Treasure 
 
 
O Come All Ye Faithful 
 
 
Gospel Application: How will you ponder and treasure Jesus this Christmas? 
 
 
 
Scripture Passages 
Luke 2:1-20 
1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 
world. 2(This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And 
everyone went to their own town to register. 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town 
of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with 
Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, 
the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped 
him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 
8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 
that will cause great joy for all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born 
to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 
saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 
17When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about 
this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary 
treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they 
had been told. 
 
Malachi 4:2 
2But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. 
And you will go out and leap like calves released from the stall. 
 
 



Micah 5:2 
2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you 
will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient 
times.” 
 
2 Samuel 7:11b-13, 16 
11b“‘The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you… 16Your house 
and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.’ ” 
 
Isaiah 9:7 
7Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David’s 
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from 
that time on and forever… 
 
QUOTES: 
Even if Joseph and Mary had a donkey (Luke does not say so), this was a long and hazardous 
journey for a heavily pregnant young woman. Since the two were not yet married, it is 
surprising that Mary came too rather than giving birth among her family in Nazareth. But it was 
symbolically important for the child to be born in the place where the Messiah was expected to 
be born (Matt. 2:4–6; John 7:42). 
~ R. T. France, Luke, ed. Mark L. Strauss and John H. Walton, Teach the Text Commentary Series 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2013), 33. 
 
The one who asked Job, “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you 
understand … when I made the clouds its garment and wrapped it in thick darkness” (Job 38:4, 
9) now himself lay wrapped in swaddling clothes.  The wonder of the Incarnation! The 
omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient God became a baby! 
~ R. Kent Hughes, Luke: That You May Know the Truth, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: 
Crossway Books, 1998), pages 84–85. 
 
O Come All Ye Faithful 
1 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels;  
 

Refrain:  
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!  

 
2 



Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,  
Sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above:  
"Glory to God, all glory in the highest!" [Refrain] 
 
3 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv'n; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; [Refrain] 













Today’s Message:
O Come, All Ye Faithful

Luke 2:1-19



Facts we learn about the birth of Jesus from
Mark:



Facts we learn about the birth of Jesus from
John:



Facts we learn about the birth of Jesus from
Rest of New Testament:



Facts we learn about the birth of Jesus from
Matthew:

• Mary and Joseph are to be married soon
• Mary is a virgin, but pregnant

• Joseph found out about Mary’s condition, and was going to 
divorce her quietly

• Angel intervenes, Joseph goes ahead and stays with her
• Jesus born in Bethlehm

• Visited by Magi
• Herod tries to kill Jesus

• Death of “Bethlehem brothers”



Facts we learn about the birth of Jesus from
Luke:

• Zechariah and Elizabeth are to be 
parents of John the Baptist

• Zechariah doesn’t believe it - silent!
• Mary is visited by an angel to 

announce her virgin pregnancy
• Fulfills a whole bunch of OT 

prophecies
• Mary does believe it
• Mary visits Elizabeth
• J the B leaps with joy
• Mary rejoices in song

• Zechariah rejoices in song

• Why Jesus was born in Bethlehem, 
raised in Nazareth

• Humble birth (manger, no room)
• Shepherds get to hear first

• Presentation of Jesus at Temple
• Simeon’s response to Jesus

• Simeon’s prophecy about Jesus
• Simeon’s blessing to Mary
• Mary/Joseph’s response

• Anna’s prophecy about Jesus
• The return to Nazareth

• The young Jesus (temple, growth)



Malachi 4:2
2But for you who revere my name,
the sun of righteousness will rise

with healing in its wings.
And you will go out and leap

like calves released from the stall.





Luke 2:1-19
1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a 

census should be taken of the entire Roman world.  
2(This was the first census that took place while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria.)  3And everyone went 
to their own town to register.



Luke 2:1-19
4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 
because he belonged to the house and line of David.  

5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged 
to be married to him and was expecting a child.



Luke 2:1-19
6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 

born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 
because there was no guest room available for them.



Luke 2:1-19
8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, 

keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 

you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”



Luke 2:1-19
13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with 

the angel, praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to 
those on whom his favor rests.” 



Luke 2:1-19
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 



Luke 2:1-19
16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, 
who was lying in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they 

spread the word concerning what had been told them about this 
child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 

said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying 

and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, 
which were just as they had been told.



The Background for the birth

Luke 2:1-3
1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a 

census should be taken of the entire Roman world.  
2(This was the first census that took place while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria.)  3And everyone went 
to their own town to register.



The Journey

Luke 2:4-5
4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 
because he belonged to the house and line of David.  

5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged 
to be married to him and was expecting a child.



The Journey
The actual journey

Luke 2:4-5
4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David,
because he belonged to the house and line of David.  

5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged 
to be married to him and was expecting a child.





Micah 5:2
2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

though you are small among the clans of Judah, 
out of you will come for me 

one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, 

from ancient times.”



Even if Joseph and Mary had a donkey (Luke does not say 
so), this was a long and hazardous journey for a heavily 
pregnant young woman. Since the two were not yet 
married, it is surprising that Mary came too rather than 
giving birth among her family in Nazareth. But it was 

symbolically important for the child to be born 
in the place where the Messiah was expected to 
be born (Matt. 2:4–6; John 7:42).

~ R. T. France, Luke, ed. Mark L. Strauss and John H. Walton, Teach the Text 
Commentary Series (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2013), 33.



The Journey
What is this “house of David” stuff?

Luke 2:4-5
4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 
because he belonged to the house and line of David.  

5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged 
to be married to him and was expecting a child.



2 Samuel 7:11b-13, 16
11b“‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will 

establish a house for you… 16Your house and your kingdom will 
endure forever before me; your throne will be established 

forever.’ ”



2 Samuel 7:11b-13, 16
11b“‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will 

establish a house for you… 16Your house and your kingdom will 
endure forever before me; your throne will be established 

forever.’ ”

Isaiah 9:7
7Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no 
end.  He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 

from that time on and forever…



The Birth of the Savior of the World

Luke 2:6-7
6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 

born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 
because there was no guest room available for them.



FRANCESCO DI GIORGIO MARTINI
Nativity, c. 1465 Panel, 23 x 22 cm

Art Association Galleries, Atlanta

The one who asked Job, 
“Where were you when I 

laid the earth’s 
foundation? Tell me, if 

you understand … when 
I made the clouds its 

garment and wrapped it 
in thick darkness”

(Job 38:4, 9) now himself 
lay wrapped in swaddling 

clothes.
~ R. Kent Hughes



Luke 2:8-12
8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, 

keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 

you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

The first responders
Let’s meet the shepherds



Luke 2:13-14
13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with 

the angel, praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to 
those on whom his favor rests.” 

The first responders
Let’s meet the partying angels



Luke 2:15
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

The first responders
Let’s go!!



Luke 2:16-19
16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, 
who was lying in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they 

spread the word concerning what had been told them about this 
child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 

said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying 

and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, 
which were just as they had been told.

Mary’s response to all this
Ponder and Treasure







Christmas Application:

How will you
Ponder and Treasure Jesus

this Christmas
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